" is everywhere and always the same.
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““THE IDOL.

Whatever passes a8 n cloud between

The mental eye of fuith, and things unseen, .

Cuusing that brighter world to disappear, .- .
- Or seem less lovely, and its hopes less deav: '

“T'his.is gur god, our idol, though ‘it bear

Aflection's impress, or devotion's air. =

(From a NC)'(E}I-BQD’C.) :

T IR OIS,

SERMON BEFORE TIE CIIURCI MIS-

SIONARY SOCIETY.
Preached in the year 1841, _
BY THE REY. FRANCIS CLOSE, OF CHELTENHAM,
I CORINTIHIANS, i, 2L ’
After that in- the wisdom of Gad.the world by
swisdom hnew not God, it pleased. God by tho
Soolishness of preaching. to save them' that be-

lieve,
(Continued.)

11. Now, let us turn to modern times ; and
Jet us endeavour to institute a comparison
Dbetaween the work in which we are now occupied.
and that of the Apostles of old.  And we shall
conduct our inquiry with reference to the same
three particulars. _ .

1. Upon the First point, [ need say little,
especially to a congregalion like the present.
I doubt not, I am addressing  those who. are

" well acquainted with the work in which they

are engaged—I am speaking to many who
have been before me in this blessed toil.
There is here to-night many a humhle Col<
lector of the poor man’s pence, who is in the
‘ habit of perusing every month the authorized

ublications of this.Institution, whenee he has

carned the sad tale of .the misery, and guilt,
and woe, of the heathen world. ~ You have
discovered, Christian” Brethren, that idolatry
Whe-
ther you read it as pourtrayed in the Book of
Goi, 3000 years ago: or as again ‘depicted at
the perind of the opening of the New Cove-
nants or as -described by travellers of all
descriptions, in the present day ; you find the
same dark impress of Satan upon'it ; you dis-
cern the same fearful image and superscrip-
tion. = Idolatry.is everywhere mendacious,
cruel, anl licentious; the dark places of the
earth arestill full of the habitations of cruelly.
1 need not, thereforz, strive te harrow up your
minds by dwelling upen’”the horrors of Hea-
thenism.: Regard it only, for ape moment, in

- that affecting negative point of view which is {
-, presented in the lext.: - The testimony. borne

respecting them is this—that -they know siot:
d—and, that they arelost. . Oh, remember,
s Uhe testimony: of God whom they know
rlaly s tthe: knows'

v

* mities 4 but they are ~ot brethren’ in Christ.

Oh 1 think " ye 7of this,” ‘and 'pity the poor
Heathen ! Yoti find'it ‘sometimes” difficult to
hear the trials of life, amidst:all the “consola-
tions of Christ with which you are favoured ;
—but what ‘wonld you do without them 7.
Your temptations, your. trials, afflictions, and
sorrows, are oft-times like a cup filled to the
brim : but you have kind Christian friends,
and faithful Pastors, and the onse of God, ani
the sacramenis of His love ;—and what would
you be without them 7 e plead, then, with
you, who abound in these mercies, in behalf of
them that have none.. The Ieatheéd are
perishing, without God, without Christ, . and
without hope in- the .world*. - Ol | tell them

of your Saviour, that they may live! . .

_ Thiy is one striking and affecling character-
Istic in all ancient and medern Heathenism—
that there is no conceplion of a Bencvolen!
Deity; or, if - there be n vague, traditionary
legend of Mim, it is such as they have in
China 5 taught, doubtless, by Confucius,: and

. originally derived in remote ages from' Reve-

lation.. . They have in. China some -idea ofa
Henevolent Deily ; and they paint him in the
old Chinese costume; as the father of a nume-
“rous and happy family, on.whom he looks

down beneficently --—and they have too, in |
that land of idols,” some “idea of & Cruel God,:
‘and they paint himin the costume of the Tar-:
tar dynasty, with all thé-emblems of terror and .
But, strange *to say ! they never

ferocity.
. worship the Benevolent God :.they offer Him

no sacrifice, they do Him no homage ¢ all their

-prayers: and services are presented to the God

of Cruelty and : Oppression. . And so it is, in:
_every partof lhe world : they pray fo gods of,
““whom they are afraid,” and™ deprecate “their
wrath'; but they have no idea of ‘2 God who'
loves them. " They have gods many, and lords.

* many—gods of lust, gods of crime, gods of am-.
bition, ‘mods of thefl—=deifying - every  vice.of
~humanity j=but::no - God: " of Tove! . How
strange. it: is, that  the poor :Singhalese will
~dedicate a parl of his cornsfield o the .devily
" that the rest may not he blightéd ! and yet he
“cannol see. reflecled, in the wide-spread har=
'vest; the God of ‘love and heneévolence: - 1do=
latry-is everywhert and'always the same. <
irey s WHETHER'WE

1 g, Butlet us pext inguire,

s

“ARE USING THF SAME! MEANS "FORUTUE EVAN2
. QELIZATION OF THE WORLD AR “THE AVASTLES

U ngebi~-And Were Inalurallyconfine my-ins
- vesligation lo that. particularTnslitation. for
' M’ more.

which T plend,:whase - members 1

especiatly . addressing. . Decply, indeed, is; it”

to. be regrefled,: thal: any defence of .

Tnstitution should be’ necessaty—r

tion, whose sound principles “and ‘admirable
conduct ought lo‘éommend themselves aavery,
% “hearle—a: Saciety which;
ught: to be hailed by every: Episcopalian, as

pidits > Ghurchman

’APOSTOLIC;INITS PREACHING, .

| stand’the: history of thefirst:
byt
of sy

T I
DR

® Tphesiang i 12,0000

| the’ hatbinger of mercy o mankind! -~ But we

are fallen upon evil times, mny Brethren;-and
happy: will 1t be for us, if we are driven back
{o first principles; as laid down in Holy Scrip-
lure s and if we are led Lo Jook more deeply
into those foundalion-stones, on which~--blessed
be God !—the real cuuncy or ENGLAND is built
and reared up | R
I AFFIRM, THEN, TITAT THE GREAT MISSION=
ARY INSTITUTION, FOR WHICH L PLEAD, 1S
ALIKE APOSTOLIC IN I'TS PREACHING AND APOS-
TOLIC TN 1TS DISCIPLINE, o
- Withregard to the former point—that Apos-
tolic Preaching which I have' feebly em&en'—

{voured to describe—it is the glory and' the

boast of this Society, thut from the first day
when the little handful of godly men assew-
bled in this city to unite their prayers and ef-
for(s 1n behalf of the poor Heathen, one and
forty years ago, down to this very hour, every
Missionary, every Ordained Pastor, every Ca-
techist and’ Teacher of this Institution, has
been instructed—and has, we belicve, deter-
mined, with the Apostle—lo know nothing
among the Gentiles, but- Chrut, and Him cru
cified. It is the profession and the glory of
this Institution, that it is an EVANGELICAL IN-
STITUTION—A GOSPEL-PREACHING INSTITU-
rioN ; that the proclamation of a faithful
Gospel, even the foolishness of preaching the
unadorned and simple Truth, hus ever been
one of its dislinguisl:ing characteristics. For
this I have loved our Sociely, from my ear-
liest youth. Bul, could I believe that she had
left her first love, and forsaken her old prin-
ciples, then I conld cease to love her,—and 1
could 'leave her too! Could I believe, that,
following . baneful advice, this Institution
adapted its preaching to degenerale times—
could [ believe, that its Commitlees, ils Offi-
cers, its Catechists, and its Ministers, in any
part of the world, had descended from the hig{l
vantage ground which they oceupy, had de-
serted the Gospel principles abont which they
had rallied—could 1 believe, that They fora
moment had corrupted the Gospel, had mingled
water with.wine and milk, had diluted it, had
preached it with reserve, had hidden it under
a mask, and disguised it either with the world’s
wisdom or with'the folly of the schoolmen—
then [ would not only desert her, but would
inscribe- upon her, Ichabod ! thy glory is de-

parled ! But it is not so, Beloved ; it isnot so.

lessed be God ! we all “perceive, and know,
and read the spirit of ' deep-toned piety, the
gurity of Apostolic doctrine, the faithfulness of
Seriptural instruction,. which *glow in all the
reportsof our Missionaries, and inall the re-
‘cords of the ‘work which God lias enabled them
to. accomplish. : We: therefore thanl Gody and

ilnke courdge ; and we do affinny without' fear.
‘of % contradiction;  that " this  Instilution’is still

ByT WITIT EQUAL GONFIDENCE WE WILL PRO-

l.l"lx.;“n,!.cr‘.
] promulgation of
Christianity, 1 find that the Apostles were sent
Iy Ghost; and :thiat others® were s
‘there’appears: na {race

Y

by :them

upon Limself the oflice of the -sdcred Ministry,

‘except he received a commission from the hands

of the Apostles, or from those whe received
it from them. . 'These are: the facts recorded
in Scripture ;—and here we leave them, ~On
an‘occasion like this, and to an assembly con-
stitiufed as the present, it would be superfiuous
and almost impertinent, o attempt to prove
s that the pnre pud reformed part of Christ’s
universal Church established in these realms”
is a true Apostolic’ Church-—Apostolic in her
Ordinances,in her Discipline, and in her Epis-
copacy.  I'may assume this :—we'all belicve
it, “But it remains for me to prove, that this
Institution is a- faithful scion of the onginal
stock ; and to show, that the work which is
carried on by this Institution is not only spiri-
tual and Scriptural;,—not only that thercis a
faithful declaration of Christ’s Gospel,—~but
that itis delivered according to the doctrine
and-discipline of the Church of Lngland.

And here let me observe, THAT THIS SOCIE-
TY DOES NOT ' ASSUME ~ TO WEPRESENT .THE
CHURGH j—nOr can ANY socfeTy assume this,
without presumption.  We areyalas ! in such
a situation in the Church of Eugland, that-we
cannot move as o Chureh : we have no Synod ;
we have no Convocation j .we have no Gene-
ral Assembly. And it was this very destitu-
tion that gave birth to: the Venerable Society
for Promoling Chrislian Knowledge, and  that
for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts:

conducted by members ol (he Churchiof Eng-
land—by' the Bishops, Priests, Deacons, and

England, Clerical -and Lay should join these

-existing Instifobions,.. 00 ene T
. How shall T;establish this claim 2. Brethren

the time would fui

its* discipline, pure'in its Liturgical Services
himbly “howing and" ch y.s 4
Episcopn] athority, wherever iLis to be found

oo b

STHAT IT.IS ATosTOLIG INITS | holl:

vareisent | fo
there . Seripture | appare
'éclffﬁlmﬁoilxte'd “eacher;—o man [ and.;

prenched; except he was sent;—no_person took

‘these are voluntary, independent Institutions

‘Laymen,—hut only in: their individual capa- ; ar -
city. For if every member of the Church of hered some of the oldest-and best friends of

I'sce’the marks of ;APORTOLICITY in gvcr{" act
o this Institution. '1see it in close atlinity | sional study ; and in additionto thesaered writ-
with our beloved: "Church ;=1 see. it strictin | jngs themselves, you willnot fail (o bestow.

“cheerfully submilting 1o’

our beauliful Liturgy, into languages unknown
hefore, nor ever previously reduced lo writing
teaching at once’ the Negro -and the wild In-
dian, the poor Tlindoo and llie savage New
Zealander, to draw near to the -Throne of
Grace; in'the very words, in_the same pure
and simple and Scriptural forms, in” which we’
higre at ‘home are permiticd 'to approach - our
ITeavenly : Father.: :Our Missionaries, too, are
everywhere proved lo he the' Cocile,” humble
chitdren of their spiritual fathers, wherever
the Episcopate is established, ~Butit may be
replied, that all this, and much mare of asimi-
lar kind, may be true, and. yet -the important
fink may be wanting to conneet your Mission-
aries with the Apestolic Church. - Well aware
of this, we scruple not to confess our faith,
that THE CHURCIL ALOKF CAN SEND OUT MIs-
stoNariEs j—and we repel the accusdtion, that
this Institution sends them forth! Our Or-
dained Missionaries are not' commissioned by
a Commitiee, or hy Managers, whether Lay
or Clerical j—Tney ARE SENT FORTH BY THE
PISHOPS OF. THE ANGLICAN  cuunrcd.  Our
Missionaries are ordained by the justly-res-
pected Lord Bishop of this'Diocese, upon 4
MISSIGNARY TITLE FOR ORDERS; or they re-
ceive Holy Orders at the hands of Colonial
Bishops :—and thus the exact positionin which
we are placed is fully recognised. The So-
ciety is but as the Patron of perpetial Advow-
sons in distant lands, nominating the Incum
benls; as the Parent” of a Youth, presenting
him to the Bishop; as the College, in which
he is educated, claiming Holy Onlers : and
while the Society, standing in_the position of
the Patron, the Parent, or the Univessity, de-
{ermines, As THEY ALL Do, the special loca-
{ion of the Minister, it is the mission of the
Bishop by which he is sent forth ; and under
the license of the Bishop he is placed,
wherever he is found in his work. - How idle
it is, to tell us that our Missionaries are not
Episcopally sent forth ; or that our Society is
wanting in a true Church character!

To such caplious cavillers we are ready to
reply +—Are they Episcopalians ? so are - we.
Are'they Apostolicals 2 so are we. Are they
lovers of order,and Church authority ? so are
we j—and so were we—it may be added—be-
fore ANGIENT NoVELTIES were revived !
Whatever they are, as Churchmen, so are we.
Nay, like the Apostle,we may say—1We are
more. Who ORIGINATED EPIsCoPacy in
India?7—Buchanan,and others, who were the
Founders of the CHurch Missionary Seciety.
Who conveyed the first Bishop to- New Zea-
land ?—the Church Missionary Society ! And
if, in " that interesting colony, there soon be
placedl a Bishop, it will e through the request,
‘and at the expense.of the same Institution ! By

lifted out of ils’ place—it must ever be subor-
dinate to Seripture ; nor must every claim to
it be too unsily credited, nor our véneration
extended too far. ~ If we except the inspired
pages of .the New  ‘Testiment,: very seanty
are (he genuine remains of the first century
of the (ﬁrris(ian era—and they mnay soon be
read, Bl in perusing them, and :some of the
best of the more 'voﬁlminous authors of the
three following centuries, your labour will be;
{vromably recomnpensed.. You mustread them,
however, warily, “as- Cardinal * Bellarmine
speaks, and with: ‘caution, exercising  your
own julgment on their interpretation of Scrip-~
ture, and not be led away by their fondness
for allegory, nor by their faneiful habit- of
spiritualizing everything., You need not pin
your faith upon their “writings as if they
were the work of inspired men: for it does
not appear cither that they possessed or claim-
ed any miraculous powers, or extraordinary
spiritual pifts 5 or that they were aided any
farther than by those ordinary operations
of the Spirit of God which are vouchsafed, to
us in our day as well ‘as in theirs, to every
sincere and devout enquirer after Divine truth.
They were doubtless influenced by theirown
edacation and habits of life, by their situalion,
by the learning, philosophy, and circumstances
of their times. Even when  orthodox,
they were not always precise enough in their
language, nor sufficienlly guarded. In dis-
puting with heretics, they were often hasty

and wrong. They frequently contradict

themselves, or each other, and when sup-
posed to express the sentiments of the Church
at large are but delivering their own, Yet
with all these and other abutements, their tes-
timony has been of the utmost importance in

deciding on some high points of controversy
which from time fo- time have arisen. As

witnesses to facts, to the events of ecclesias-
tical history, to the form of church %overn-
ment, to ritual injunetions, to ceremonial obser-
vances, to the practice of their respective loca-
lities, and to the canonicity of the Scriptures,
they are invaluable. But we do them as well
as ourselves, grievous wrong, if we carry our
admiration so {ar as to imagine that we ought
fo receive their statements of doctrine as of
Divine and apostolical authority, and therefore
almost, or every whit as binding on our be-
lief and conscience as the Scriplures them-
selves 3 for, except in so far as the same doc-
trines can be proved from. Seripture, no testi-
mony of any number of these early writers
can be binding upon us. - To the testimony of
‘Scripture, and to that alone, they were them-
selves -in_the constant hiabit'of : appealing for

lambs of the flock.”  When ' the ‘sublime doc-
trines of religion- are to be ‘inculcated on the-

ing them from- those of maturer age. This
wonld be a practical ‘denial of the use and,
value of the Seriptures, more in accordance;
with the usage -and -sentiments” of ‘another
chureh, which long - ago we' have. disotwned
and rejeeted, partly on this very.acconnt, be-
cause she forbade, as she siill forbids, the free
circulation of the Word "of Life.—Charge fo.
the Clergy of the Diaccese of Hereford. :

THE CITY OF GOD. -
From the German of Dr. Krummacher, author
Cof ** Eljak the Tishbite,”
psanar xtvis 3—5.
( Continued.)

Hear what the sweet Singer says in our
Psaln : . ¢« Though the waters thcrc'(})f roar and
be troubled, and though the mountains shake
with the swelling thereof; [yel]® thereisa
river, the streams whereof shall” mauke glad
the city of God, the holy place of the taber-
nacles of the Most High.” Oh! what words
of comfort! Are they not like a golden rain-
how in the clouds, and like a float to the net,
to keep it above water 7" They are sufficient’
at once to overcome all faint-heartedness, and
{o put to flight a whole host of timid thoughts.
Itis not the word of man, but the word of God, .
delivered by the mouth of man ; and hence
the power with which it 1s endowed. & Yet 1
Oh, a precious Yet! This Yet of our God, is
more than those mountains and hills, which it,
in fact, renders unnecessary. I we have this
Yet in the hand of faith, what should - alarm
and make us uneasy ? With this Yet we
deprive the storms and the fiery waves of
their terrors.  With (his Yel, we may stand
with confidence on our walls; and, however
gloomy the prospect, however the thunder-
clouds may lower and the decp roar, we pro-
claim this Yet of our Lord: and though " the

decision’ of.‘controversy during several of the
first centuries 3 litlle dreaming of (he use that

tlicse; anil many other: substantial “evidences,
we have proved our'altachment to - that . pure
original form of-Church government which we
gstidenr 3 which' we cherish “in- our.
“affections s -and: foriwhichlwet
strotigly. and as at

“That ‘stich* ids= been'tl

contend, as
oMT accusers.

i

forgotien,  that “when this - Society: was Cfirst
instituted, there was “hardly.a Bishop:in. any
one part of the world where it commenced its
labours it was therefore impossible; in those
foreign and barbarous lands, to observe Church
Order. - But as soon as the Episcopate was
ntroduced, the Sociely was always ready and
forward-lo accommodate its arrangements to
that holy discipline. And therefore itis fulile
and childish, and vain, to. attenpt to impute
schismatical principles to sucha Sociely as
this :—it is more ; il is UNCHRISTIAN, t1YTO-
ertricar, and Farse! Andif 1 be not mis-
taken in the shadows of conung cvenls, we
shall erc long see wha are Churchmen, and
who are not ;—who are narrow  sectaries, and
who are not. - We have every reason to be-
licve, that, ere long, the Fathers, the revered
Fathers of our Chirch at iroxE, will take us
to their protection, and cherish us with their
favour.; as all the coLoN1AL pIsHors, without
exception, have already dong, WHEREVER WE
HAvE.A Missiosanv! It is delighttul to_loak
forward to this opening prospeci ;—and T am
sure that there is no prous Churchman among
you who will nol rejoice .in such an event;
not one, who will not rejoice to lay aside dif-
ferences, strifes, anil dissensions, and - to_pro-
ceed -in. the calm, dignified; and faithful
course of the Church of England, in carrying
ouf those blessed results, which are opening
before ns in the heathen world, :

* 1 might enlarge upon this point, so interest-
1ing at this erisis; but time. forbids. [ will
only further remind you, that among the ear-
liest Bishops of the Indian Church are num-

this Society : to name only two,—the sainted

Societics, - ‘they - ‘would .still be but volun- Corrie, tow in glory ; and our faithful Father
tary Charitable:Associutions, and would fail to | and ! ) _
represent the Church of England :—in fact, a | of the vast Diocese of Calculta. - Under these
- GHUREH socTiTY isa contradiction in.terms ;
——a voluntary Associalion of Church: members,
cannol be ¢ the Church.”  The utmost, there-
fore, that we can hope fo.do, under these cir-
ciimslances, is, to be careful - that :our. volun-~ | | 5 A e Y :
taty Instilutions for nyiy.splrihml object should themselves ¢ the Church®: helieving. and
be -conducled by Christian. men, members of
our Chyrgh, and, as far as possibley in. strict
accordance with her. doctrines and her.disci~

line. This-character we. claim for the Chureh'|
Missionary Society,in common with the elder |

and Brolher, Rishop Wilson, now at the head

credentials at home and abroad, we may now
puisue the ealm and even lenour of our way,
undistirhed by the cavils and unmoved by. the
scolls of the. careless world ;- and - nothinz
daunied by the accusations of those who call

knowing what I now lastly proceed to show—
THAT THE BLESSING OF - (oD REZTS UPON QUR
LATOURS. ST :

o ¢ To be continved.)

' AGAINST PREVAILING ERRORS. -

i ol (Te MUSGROVE,DE D). o o0
.. Muich of the comparative leisure which il is
your lol ta enjoy should bg devoted {o profes-

» | some care on those of {he ‘earliest agesot - the
Christian-Chareh. Vo eteriain’ no respect for
-{ tho nutlhority of - past: ages ‘savours ol vanily

P U Rad this” Institulion, moteover, translating  and'self-estaem. . Bul antiquity mnst not el

of.| not:much't

ity of

‘ én, L'UHE LORD' BISHOP OF. HEREFORD,
_ 1 me.{o adduce the abundant |. - -
il an- evidence. . Whetlier I ook abrond or at home,

after dges would make of their incidental no-
fises, and-of -ihe’ unréasonable: claims. that
wonld be:set- up ‘in’ their behalf. Read these,
authors, and ‘you will soon .discover into what
egregious. errors :many, of ithem fell==2 thing
bewondered: aty secing that.yery

many of: them'had:been but'n
om  heathenism, and; were'e
ler: spiritaal ;hely” than!

ndowed witli ‘no

) : riih Peaser] - 2.
“heart’ and’ purpose;; you  apply:;
fountain ot all sjiiritual light and energy §
take as many’ of +thesa- writers “as’:have
come down to-our times, ‘dnd “you will find
that there is scarcely any one traditive inter-
pretation. of © Scriplure—or  any one article
of belief cssentially necessary to salvation,
in which they afford . a unanimous and consis~
tent testimony, except where the same can
be ascerlained” without their aid from the in-
spired Word of Ged ; nor, except in some
‘essential, and among ourselves undisputed
points, is there that barmony and agreciment
which will justify any rational man in con-
sidering their authority in_such matters su-
preme, or their judgment decisively binding
on our consciences ; so {hat in estimating the
value of their testimony, the noted rule of
Vincentius Lirinensis, ¢ quod semper, ubique,
et ab omnibus® may be safely adopled 3 for if
honestly inquired into and authenticated, it
will not greatly encumber your minds”b
multiplying articles of beliel. -

In the impossibility of determining whethe
any single doctrine of apostolical origin ot au-
thorily  be exclusively contained” in " the
writings of the carlier fathers, we need not be
under any alarm as to the “sufliciency of a
foundation for our faith to rest on. Vor this
we can have recourse to genuine and primi-
{ive anliquity, acknowledged to be such on all
liands, in the apostolic’ writings themselves,
which unquestionably contain the substance
and the essence of | the tradition and oral
tedching of (he apostles, in all things neees-
sary to salvation. ~That these writings are
suflicient to that end, we have the highest
possible. assurances—for that s if the Gospel
be hid, it is hid to them that are lost, in whom
the god of this world hath blinded the minds
of (hem that belicve not, lest the light of the
glorions Gospel of Christ should shine unto
them.*? " Hence we conclude as. to the su-
preme importance of these Scri\)tnrcs, to man’s
presont guidance and future felivity, and the
oblization that lies upon us to’set them forth
to the people in all plainness, and without the
least veserve. ¢ Ify in the midst of heathenism,
the apostle 5 shynned not to declare the whola
counsel of “"God"—if, in ‘the perverse syna-

tery of the-Alontinent and justification through
the blood ol Chirist—if the youthful Timothy,

« {he man of Gol*? ie who hasto minister in

Awritten for our learning, that we, through - pa-

rad;been but ewly_converted |

the | lad with
I than:in‘times of ~peace. T

gogue at Antioch, he wnveiled the arund mys-

thronzh carly ¢ knowledge of the Holy Serip-.
{ures; could e’ made wige unto.salvation?—:
if these same-. Scriptures ar. so_ ¢ profitable:
for insteuction in rightcousness,” that even

sacted things, much more the ordinary. Chris~
tian, may b3 thereby ¢ perfected,: thoroughly:
furnished unto’nll good works?-—in a Christian:
land, where these . Seripturesy ¢ which were!

city of God shall'not be glad with its streams.

ngre

dei

rejoicing Christians, yet we learn that it is'nt

need not bow it down like a- bulrush.” Wae'
have cause and reason énough to be glad” in

joyful spirit. For what.do we yet want, we
who are in Christ, and in Him have all that
heart can desire ; we who go clothed in the
purple of our King, and in his robe are glorious
before the eyes of God; ‘we who know that”
our n&..as are written in the hook of life, aud
that our souls are in ‘hands from which' no-
thing and nobody can pluck them away; we

til
feet,aud that one day, adorned with the crown
Nay, if we could, we might sit from - morping
till evening at the harp, and none could justly
reproach "us for being so glad.
David before the Ark of the Covenant ; and
of God, and, as the Prophet says, ¢ mike &

noise ‘as -through ‘wine; ‘and b filled like
bowls, and as the corners of /the -altar.?? (i}

is so dim, and the hand of our contidence {akes
such loose hold; we look: mare: lo. curselves
than to Christ, and ‘will-not 'seekin’ Him

selves's and hence it comes; that, with all our
riches, we are so {)_oor in joy, and that our

a talent buried in the earth, from which we. do
not even get theinterest’; and our life is mise-

are told €6 Allis yours:??

cease in the city of God on earth ; and, ‘won-
derful ! just at’the ‘moment’when it ‘should
scem to be only beginning in earnest—namely
with'the swelling thereof.” But ' thus, “teo;- it

When fierce temptations ‘assail . him, - so that

content with his grace ; ihes
he becomes glady” " And so'it “has: fared: with
the. Church'of God o’ eavth 'up: o this: very
day..~Never has® she--blossom¢d i [

ticncd and-comfort of the same, might have

"¢ The Genman version: hag.the ward "y
oxpressed, which is nol'in the Baglish Bibles

hope,” ate in every ohe’s  hand, and theit es-:
sential and holy principlcsare by the Church
commanded tohe taught to"every. child of hec
communion, how shall it be endured that'any .
part should be_kept back? “When' even the’
great and awful mysteries of our- religion  are”
not only not concealed fromn, hut ordered loho:
taught to our infunt catechumens, as under the. -
old dispensation’the . law. was "tanght o ‘the ;-
children, you will net feel justified in_ sefting

at naught this example, and the authority “of
the Church, whose patental care has thus pro.
vided spiriteal food and- nourishment for the'

{_mmg and inexperienced, it would be the-
iighest pilch of absurdity to thinkof conceal- -

slorm were ever so great and awlul, ‘so- that -
voices should call tous on"all sides, **You arc .~ -
all fools, to hope where no hope is, 'we will '
not be confounded :, our watchword is: ¢ Yet, 1 o
Yet ;¥ and.we answer, ¢ What is:im possiblo
‘must: becomé possible, sooner; than. that -{Ke:

sin to be joyful in God. " He who has no -7,
casion to mourn, may lift’ up ‘his* head, and -

the Lord, and to pass through life with a

who have the assurance that He always loves
us, and that He will preserve our ireasure -
fthe last day ; we who are certain that all”
our encmies already lie vanquished under our’
of victory of our Surety, we shall cast anchor
on the golden coast of the -promised Land 2+
; b If we' could,”
our whole life n_ughtci;e a dancey like that of

we might be drank with' the wine of the house

would say ‘mothing’ against”it; - e would
have pleasure in it..” But the eye of our faith”

alone, but would also find- something in’ our--
treasure, which we have through grace, islike:

rable, like that of -a poor beggar, * though "we’

This wretched life, however, ‘shall eng day’

when the sea around foams and rages' in the -
height of its “fury, and ‘the mountains-shake’ .

often fares - with _the " individaal Chrislian.

all his'supports give way, and. all ‘the moun- -
tains and hills of his own'power and willy and:
ol his own righteousness, are: overthrown, so
That he must” wholly, lean on: Christy anid be =
‘and not: before; ;-

mera- fair, -




