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Governmeîst and by tie statisticalroturns
on all commercial matters.

If we allow the voice of the nob to
Ilinit our acts, or prejudice and ignorance
to intimidatQ us, thon are we drifting
fron that higier freedoms w'hich is by
nature ours, insasmuch as we should b
relinquishing the dictation of our own
will-of our own vill as, not oppressive or
intolerant of others-to become subject
te the will of those in whom we have no
faith. It is, therefore, a serious matter
for any Government to enact where we
shal buy or sell, if the exigelcies of the
country are such as to leave us frce.
Such an enactment, if wrongfully promul-
gated, w'ould b ieigitensed in degree by
the abuse of power over helplessness.
Ansd any leader of a party who fans the
popular flame by sinking his own intelli-
gent vicws is a covert foe t aill; for the
intrigues of such an oe briig into sub-
jection his countrymen, and therefore
strike at tie very root of liberty. We
trust that the foregoing may be sufficient
te show tlat those wiso have lived under
protection have found it not altogether

productive of good ; and that our Govern-
mient canniot justly be charged with being
the cause of the distress of 1875.

The industries of the Provinces are se
varied, and their wansts se widely differ-
ent, that it is diflicult te alleviate the
troubles of one Prorince without bringing
pressure on anotier. The non-manufac-
turing are net willing te support the fac-
tories of other provinces further than the
products of those factories nay lead them
te do by reason of their superior induce-
ments. For the. same reason British
Colunbia, Manitoba and Nova Scotia wvisi
te have the United States market open te
then te, procuîre butter, cheese, meats,
laid and tallow. Tie sUnited States is .a
botter market than the Provinces for the
people offanitoba and British Columbia
to resort te, te buy thseir furniture, cattle,
salit, cal oil and machines.

While the credit system and over import.
ationhave.so.largely contributed to tie
present depression, there have been other
very important factors., It may not:be, in-
apt te notice them here. Any change th,at
takes business. away from its accustomed
channel. will at least be productiveof
hardship for-a time, although, ultima.tely,
it mayý prove beneficial. Not the least
important change that has, taken placp
during the last.two years ias been the
formation of Grange. Lodges thougho!ut
the country... A. careful inquiry into their
wor.king will show that.they haye greatly
affected certain-classes of trade. In some
districtsthee lodges dot the country, se
thicly that it is a matter of wonder

where the rotailer sella his stock. Tea
secins to have been the chief article that'
indued then te look elsewhere than
home for goods. Just at the timse that
the movement was iniaugurated, the de-
cline in this article set in, and igno'ance
of trade, combined with a toc ready be-
lief in the extortionate profit of the
country merchant, closed their eyes te the
fact that the reason tlsey bouglt se
cheaply was, because of a great decline in
the market, and because they bougit for
cash. From this article they have spread
te general groceries, ready nade clothing
boots and shoes, and other branches ý and
the result is tiat, in some parts of the
country, merchants w'ho based their pros-
pects of success on these branches of
trade have been disappointed. But
thougi tihese lodges, by diverting trade
from its usual gîoove, are ab present
severely affecting the mercantile comi-
msunity, they mîay yet prove a boon and a
blessing te the country, if tlcy assist in
inducing a cash basis for business.

The unsettled state of the weather dur-
ing the past year ias not tended te promote
prosperity. Durinsg .January,February, aid.
March, the country traversed by the
Northern, the Toronto, Grey and Bruce,
the Wellington, Grey and Bruce, and also
a considerable portion of the Grand Trunk
Railvay, was coipletely blocked with
snov. During these month s business
languisied, the farier choosing te retain

From From From From Fron
Great B1ritain. U. S. A. German. France. Br. West. lindies.

ileaclhed and Unblaced ..... ...... S2,1281711 e415,052 S 317 S ..... . .
i'rinted, Paintedi aud Culored..... .... 2,578,778 171239 518 329 .
Ginlglhams and Plaids ............. 1o2.143 2 751 ......... 624 :...... ........
Jeans, Delnms and Drillingq ......... 106,500 31.746 .... ... ....... ................
Clothing and -Wealing Appare ......... 428,075 63,897 3,618 1,295 ................
Ail ther kinds.. ......... 3,257,75S 644,827 4,794. 11,352 $7

Total ........ ..... , ,5 1,341,412 $1.277 $14.095 . $
It will be seen that in every class the

importations fron Great Britain are muci
in excess of thos.e fron tie UnitedStates;
and the figures seem te indicate that the
English manufacturer has .been I slaught-
ering more than the American, or that the
American has not been able te compote
with him.. The depression in this branch
of busines, therefore, appears'to have been
caused by over stocks brought fron Eng-
]and.

In uvooilens, as. in. cotto.ns, the produc-
tion in Canada laseen increasing while
the inportations,.instead of diminishing,
have increased, coeurrently vith the
homesnansufactures.; and, as .neitiser our
wealt, ner eurneeds has kept pace vith
the. supply, a superabundance lias been
tise respit.

The greatAlullness.in the lumbe.r t.ade
ha sbeen caused by, the demand in Eeg.
land, United States, South Ainerica, and

the 'West Intdies becoming greatly diinii-
ished; by the abrogation of the Recipro.
eity Treaty, and the consequent imîpo-
sition of a duty on our lumber, and by
the internal strife* in Cuba. Canadian
vessels freigited with lumber have beeni
under a disadvantage- in the 'Mest India
trade on account of the difficulty in
getting retura freights. They have also
had te break .bulk in going through the
United States.. The gr'eat increase of
production; in -the Western: States has
militated against . our interests. The
extreme buoyancy felt by lumberers in
former. years led net.,a.fiew te. purchase
larger, tracts ofe timber land: thai their
capital warranted::thom in doing, and,
accordingly,. after. the decline in values
left no profit, they 'were torced te continue
producing in order te meet their maturing
liabilities. Those whose timber limits
were freer from incumbrance -had -large
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his produce rather than . encounter the,'
difliculties in bringing it te market ; adi
consequently the ierchant's goods re-
nained on his sielves. On one of tiese
liines nerchants iad goods locked up for
months, unable either te gel thiem forwai
or te send them back ta the consignor. The
late and rainy spring, and the open weather
during November and December were very
unfavorable te trade. Ail these circui.
stances have militated against business
for we know that an average aisouint of
trade caninot be done irsespective of couni-
try roads. Nearly every country homuse in
Canada has about it enough of the necos.
saries of life te sustain it for some tiimie,
and a people, whose everyday life is hard
toil, feel, after vork, more inclinied to
foiego wihat iight be considered by their
countrymens of the towns a iecessary
than te travel over a rougi e, nuddy c«n.
cession te get it.

A plea lias been put forward by the
manufacturer of cottois that Etnglanid
does not supply the Canadiai market
with any goods that compete with the
Canadian msainufacturer, tiat the competi.
tion is with the Aierican alone, and
that, therefore, ie should be protected.
We have, therefore, made out, fron
the Tables of Trade and Navigation. the
followingstatemen t, shiowing the couintries
from which the different classes of cottons
have been iismported during the year
1875:-
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