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of their archijeQure to a perfon’ who had
never feen ope,of thofe beautiful and
. commodious habitations, which even a-
"ftonith and excits thcam‘zcmcn! of chil.
dren. .

The different orders of birds ‘cxhibit

- great 'varietyin:the materials and ﬂrué‘urc '

of their nefts. Thole of the rapacious
. tribes are 1o general rude, and compofed
of coarfe materials, -as dried twigs, bents,
&c, But they areoften lined with foft fub-
flances, They build in® elevated rocks,
ruinovs and fequefiéred caftles and tow-
ers, and in other folitary retirements,—
T'he aiery or neft of the zagle is quite fart,
and not hollow, like thofe of other birds ~—
The mal¢ and female commonly place
‘their neft between two rocks, in a dry and
ihacceffible fitvation.  ‘The fame neft, it
is faid, ferves the eagle during life. . “The
ru&nre is fo confiderable, and compofed
of fuch folid materials, that ft may lat
jany years. Its form refembles that of
afioor. Its bafis con(ifts of fticks about
five or fix feet.in length, which- are fup-

ported at each end, and thefe aie covered

with feveral laycrs of ruthes and heath.
© An eagle's neft was fodnd in the Peak of
Derbyflhire, which Wlllothby deferibes in
the following magner : " {it was made of
greatfticks, refting one end on the edge
. ef a rock, the other on a bivch tree.

’ them a laycr of: h:.alh and.-on the heath
’ tpfhcs‘ again ; upon wluch lay one young,
" and‘an addle egg ; and.by them'a lamib, a
" Fare, and three heath poots, . “The reft was
about-two. yalds fquare;.and liad no . hol-
_low in it But: the butcher-birds, or
fhrikes; w luch are. lefs rapacious than ca-

- gles and hiwks, .Build their habitations in

forubsand bu(hcs‘nnd em 103 mofs woolA
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and other foft matcnala. ;

Thc b:rds bclongx to the ordcr of

ate 'Eitremely 1rregulnr in. confiru@ing
their nefts. - ‘T'he commion "magpies build

their nefls in trees, and their, iru@ure 'is

. admlrably contr{vcd for aﬁ'ordmg warmth

+ dnd proteflion to the young, The nefiis
./ not open at .op 5 |t is covered, in the molft

. gexterous mmncr, wnh an arch or dorn::,

- and a fmall. opéping in thc fide: of it’js .
. ,lcft. o gwmhc parcms an bpportunity. of
To.
. .profef} their eggs: ‘and young from the at-.
- tacks of othef amma!s. ‘the magpies place, .

saffing- in'and out at their. pleafure.

. ‘all'round the cxtcmal furface of their peft,
B fharp bnars .and. thurns. )

o mmoufe, ‘or OX-CYE,. bunlds ncarly hkc the
A wrcn, but with: il greater art,”

On ibe-H’d&?iat:’om of Ani'mali in ' gene‘ml. =

Up. ~
.on 1hefe was ala)cr of ruﬂ)cs, and over-

‘The.long tailed o

With
me matenals as the rcﬂ of thc ﬂruc-
he ntmoufc bullds an arch over-the.

- top.of e neﬁ wlnch rcfcmblss an g8, c-’,i ﬁ"onc of the mo[t umncrfal laws cftablithed

' .young after zhcy are hatched. '
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rc€ted upon oge end, and leaves a fmal-
hole in the fide fora paﬂ'agc. Both eggy
and young, by this comrwance,nrc defend-

- ed from the injuries of the air, rain, cold,
. &c. That the young may have a fofg :nd

warm bed, fhe lines the infide of the neft
with feathcrs, down, and cobwebs,” The
fides and roof arc compofed of mofs and
wool interwoven in the moft curious and
artificial manner, '
~ Many fmall birds fufpend their neﬂs
‘on tender twigs of trees, to prevent
them from being dcﬂroycd by monkeys.—
In Eurape, there are only {three birds:
which build penfile nefls, namcl), the
common’ oriola, thc parus peadulinus, or
hang-neft titmoufe 5 and another genfile
neft, belonging to fomg unknown bird,
was lately difcovered by Mr. Pcnn:pt,
near the houfe of Blair in Athols, " in the
north of Scotland. . ¢ In a fpruce fir tree,’
Mr. Pennant remparks, * was a hang-neft
of fome unknawn bird, fufpended at- the
four corners to the boughn 1t was open
at top, an inch and a half diamester, and
two deep; the fides and bottom thick ; ; the
matcrials mofs, worfted, “and birch bark,
lined with festhers. '
It is a fingular, though a well - attefled
fa€t, that the cuckow makes no reft, and

* neither hatches nor feeds her own' “young.-

¢ The hcdgc fparrow,” fays Mr. Willough-
by, ¢ is the cuckow's nurfe, but not the
hedge-fparrow only, but alfo ring doves,
larks, finches. 1 myfelf,. with mapsy o-.
thers, havefeen a wag-tail feeding a young -
cockow. The cuckow herfelf builds no
neft; -but having found. the neft of fame

: hulc bird, (he either devours or deflroys
. the eggs (hc there finds, and, in the room

‘thereof, laysone of her own, apd fo
forfakes it. The ﬁlly bird returaing, fits
on this egg, hatches i1, and,. . with a-great
deal of care and toil, - broods, feeds, and
chcu(’hcs the young cuckow for hcr awn,’
untll ithe grown up and able to'fly and
fhift for itfelf.  Which thing feems (o

firange, monflrous, and abfurd, that fog
my- part..l - cannot l'uﬂ'xclemly wander
‘there fhould be fuch an. cxamplc in Na--
ture ; nor cou!d iever ha\c been induced:
to bchevc thit-fuch’a thing had been’

_ done by Nature's mﬂmﬁ, had" 1 not with *

my own cycs.fcen it 5.For. Natore, ino- _
tifer things, is wont conftantly to obferve -
opc and the . famg (aw and ordcr, agreen-
"ble to ‘the’ hxghcﬂ reafon and ‘prudence ;
<which in this cafc j ;s, ‘that the dams makc\,
néfts for themf(elves, if need. be, " fit- -upon’
-their own cges, - and- brmg up their own
This @cl-"
nomy,:in -the hnﬂory of. the. cuckow, is’
“not only fingulary but feems to contradi&t’
v : !.'A-nong.



