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AT THE MESS TABLE. es

At the mesu table brooded silence, PlAnd the lire fllckered 1ev,P
And the guests seerned tblnking sadly l

0f home and long ago;
And the General bade the Captaln,

Bearded and. bronzed and hale,
Corne, give us one of your &tories,"
And the Captain told this tale: eý
"THE PHANTOM 0F THÉ PECOS. b

il
It vas a sultry nummer, orne tventy yesrs ago, hi

Whon the @migrant train loft Texs, bonnd for New
Mexico. Pl

Slrong men and gentie vemen thressore were ln the di
baud, di

And nigh su many oilîdren left vos -foot.prints lu thew
sand. 

j
"Northvani they traveiied lovly, and bitter vas lbe U

road. fa
The son, a bail of fire, in the braze. heaven glowed; ni
The maude vers like red plorigbsharee bsueath-a rnartyr's

test;L
Aud the thorny spîkes of cactus droopsd, shrlvelled ln

the boat. si
"There waa no viud tîli eveninr, 'and thon It. féerep l

breath s
Like that vau of the angel that bearu the brand of 0

death; ti
And the moon, a fiery crescent, swoousd ln the skt

afar,b
As it had biesn the reddsned blade of bis baleful Ti

scîmetar. I

"And as thsy travelled nortbvward, within its sandy
b.d

Thé river shrank avay from then, as if with guilty Il
dread,

And narrover grew the vater, snd shallover, outil
The river had dwindlsd to a cresk, the creek te a rnuddy I

Thon ber.e and thers a iangoid pool in thoesaocnsdC
lands,r

And then th. river-b.d vas naught but rocks and arid
lauds.1

And th. littls vater that they found by digging long and h
despe

Waa bitter as that on sa-ide rocks when the lido le at
the neap.

And as lot ths fility esrtb the tresoberous river sonk'
Foyer the followtng fooprints vers upon ils burniug

banik;
Tventy bebsld the rsd sun rime, flftsen flagged faint at

noon,
Aud only tsn wsntloito camp under the lnid moon.

And tvico again tbs red moola sank, twics ross the
copper sun,

And the ton that elaggsred on vers elght, vers fIve,
ver. tbres, vsre uns..t

Ou. man vas left of the erigrant train that t'vo short
veeseago

Had left ths Texan valley bound for Nev Mexico.

"And as ho totterod northvard across the endes sanie,
Hi& blood-shot eyes sutli sadlng vlth thîn and bllsterodt

bauds,
Suddeu fruna eut ths disert, op te, the cloudiese skie*,
A vast and avful figure the travelior sav arise.

It vas th. vatsry mirage. Thore s'irmer lôbhie
vlev

Fleecy cascades dow»nfalling and lakes of deepest bue;
But theugh ho stratus te reach thsrn, and deeperatestag-

gers on,
Ever a @tsp beyond blm 4he vision la wthdravn.

" £ver before hlm huvers, aud seeme te, bar th. va>',
The Phantom of the Peoos, a cloud of duet>' gray ;
ls4 mooklug eyes glane on hlm, aud tbrough the fervid1

air
lse voicescf doom makas answer te bi& question cf do-

spair.

"The dylng wanderer listons the Phanlom epeak hiis
name,

And moen hie cracking lips lu valu oe piteous praysl-
toftrame;

And-tbe avful vision muttsrs ou tho sait aud as b.
stnka,

'Dou't you lhlnk that its a long tlme-a long lime be.
tveen drinksl'"1

The Genoral setred from his chair
As he bad feit a vound.

«'Captalui," hoseaid, &' you'rs ighl, I svear-
Bond the decanter round.'

-G. T. LÂMNIG, inz Hcrper', for February.

ETHELRED THE UNREADY.

BY NED P. MAHT.

I love the night. I seem just te begin te
live when the lampe are lighted. 1 hate early

risilg I neyer foît the benefit cf it, I notver
55W te good of it. To get up before the venld
vas ready te receive me, before that useful ser-
vant cf ail work, the suni, had quenched the'
stars that sho with pallid flame, like the vax
ends in a chandelier at dawn, beforo he had
svept the cobwebs tif night mist front the walls
of bilîs and ciliug cf the sky, or dried the dev
with which the floor cf the vorld had been liber.

wluer life. Are they net iuvested witb tendon -
et memenien, vlth sveeten moiaucbeiies, vitb bl

unenjeys, vitb loftier leseous, than vben vieved d&
n the broad glane cf day?1 ci
So thought Paul Chester as ho sauutered, ai

,igar lu moutb, dovu the stops cf the Hotel ti
"imbria, and tbrongb the cnoeked, gahie.shadov- e;
,d atreete cf the queer oid tovu cf Z-. Ho s(
sad just arrived by the nigut-mail, vbich vas a
Iseif su innovation ; there bad been ne raiivay ai
ere vben ho had kuovu the place, ne other n
public convoyance than the unviehdy, sluggiabP
liligeuce that clsttened nightly up te the botei p
oon at s tovu pace cf five miles an heur, but ci
with mors fusa, sud cracking cf vhips, sud ob-
jurgatious, and hunnying cf betel vaiters, sud q
uiversel scurryin and pusbing, sud auxicus k
fces sud general excitemout, than the arnivAl T
f s tidal train makes ncv-s.days et Doyen or t]
Londlon. t]

Psul voudered vhethor, if it vere day, ho ii
ehould ses the old familian faces at the oid fami- n
ian viudovs. The tventy yeans that bad pas8ed I

ince ho hast had paced the uneven paving atones C,
of the eld tovu seerned but as yestorday, yet lunn
bhos tventy years peopie muet have dis d, sudg
been hemn, sud marnled sud heen given lu mar- ii
liage. The fair-bairsd Frauleins vitb vbom in
he had danced sud flirted tventy yssrs syne, t]
vers doubties portly matrons - nov, sud the 1
augbiug children vbose beade ho had patted, a
îad taen their sisters' places as belles and n
reiguiug beauties. Ouly ho did net realize ail b
bhIs, sud as ho passed the cerner vindov frorn 0
whicb ioveiy Fiera Guldeuberg bad bosu vent te d
beam upon hlm lu the olden time, ho mechani- t
cally tock off hie bat lun eheansal cf the mer- nl
rov's 1ev mainte. As be stnoiied on along the d
N'ordestnape the old memenies carne tbick upon
tira. Hens vas the 1)1er Kouigen vheuce the I
ebees cf the sveet German songe seemed oce
igain te steal on hisesar. The club, vhere ho
had tasted to the full the simple pleasures cfs
the kiudly Gorman folk, vbene ho bad piydi
billiards, sud sixty.six, and imbibed ber, sudn
grog sud Bnnguudy sud champagne ; vbere ho '
had dauced vitb Fioeansd Franzisks, sudi
Launa, sud last, sud lest, sud charmingest cfc
ali, vith iittis SotteenRoseukraz-vhors ho
bad piayed Kegle vitb a count, a doctor, s herse- r
dealer, a tailot, sud a riding-masten at oeeasd s
the same tirne. Ho passed the Wilbeirn's Platz, s
sud sav vltb lcviug sys the spot vbsre the hap- 1
pie9t dsys cf bis life-time had boon passed. The i
weii-knovu vindovas eemed te glimmer at hlm s
witb aubdued fiases cf recognition. Ho passed t
the banhour, vhero bluff boved gallinte, appie-1
laden, lay peacefnliy rnoered, as cf yoe.,the s
garmeuts cf the crevs flutterng, fror nens(
stretcbed acrons the rigging, lazlly lu the soft i
nigbt vind. Ho trollod ou thncugh the arsenal1
gardons, vbere the subtie inceuse.cf tho sleep- i
ing floyers stole upon bis senses ; undor buge 1
troos, that made dsrk caverns vith their cluster- J
ing foliago, tbnougb the interstices cf vbich the i
stnnggiing mocubsarne threv veird streaks sud 1
gushes cf Iight upon the sandy patb. On tili b.
nescbed the littie rustie bridge acresa the cneek
that led dovu te, the bathe. Hêre ho psused i

sud leant upon the rail sud gazed dovu upon i
bis ovun eflecticu lu the vater. Presently ho
became sensible that ho vas net alone. Some j
other lever cf the lonoly nigbt sbared vith hlm
the solitude, liko hlm puffed the fragraut veed,
like hlm vas lest in mitlnigbt meditation.

"lA beautiful night," vas Paul'e enigiuai ne-
mark te this mysteriene being.

The mystenicus being turued Uns face tevard
Paul vitb s gesture cf asout.

The meen, emerging frcm a cloud, shone eut
lu ail the fulinese cf its pallid giare. The eyes
of both hecame nivetted.

"Wbat I Red 11"
"Why, Paul 1t"

And s hesrty baud grasp fciloved. The only
reasen they did net embrace vas that tbey vers
both Englishmen, sud continued travel bad not
enadicated their native pbiogm. t

"Wbe'd bave thougbt of seeîug ycn !
"What the douce are yen doing bore, sud

wbst bnougbt yen te this cnt.of.tbs.vay bols ?"
IlWhat hbrought me bore in a long stery.

Wbat 1 arn doing bore la a short one," rejoined
Tom Hinton, botter kuovu te bis familiars as
Red. Il If yen viii cerne te the bctei I viii tell
.yen both; or de yen prefer te have the relation
alfresco r

41It's toc bot te go in-doors. Lot us have s
jav hors."

IlAil l gbt; but firet I viii nout eut the bar-
maid sud get somstbing cool te mcisten vhst.

siued that soubriquet?! No! Well, it dates
)ack te my childbod lmeet, te nîy schoi bey
lys at lest. Once during the bolidays s crowd
d us juveniles were baving a jollification
md shiudig at home vhen forfeits vere in-
zoduced sud 1 sud s certain Pehly somethiug
)r otber vers turued eut of the room te perferru
ome peuance or other vhicb, divested cf al
istaphor, in plain Euglish meant kissiug. 1
ihly sballied as usual sud had just mustered

ip aufficleut neselution vheu the impatient
Poliy broko from me sud rushed back coram
gopulo exclaiming, witb a gesture cf supreme
>untempt, that breught a hot flush to my cheoke,
li1 e didu't de it!l' ' Ethelred the Uunready'
lusvered a youugster proud te shov bis wit sud
uevwledge cf Eugllsh bistory at the sarne time.
'bons vas a univensal titter, and the nickuame,
»us bestoved, was cf sncb obvious applicability
,at it vas univensshly adopted, sud abbneviated
tc Red bas stuck te- me ever since. 1 ceuld
nultiply, tili I vearlod yen, the chances lu life
have throvu avay tbrongh sheer vaut cf de-
ision. The cause of rny being bore at this me-

lent vas oeeof these. You rernemben pnetty,

lentie, vluning Patty Riverton î Well, 1 be.
ove that girl reslly liked me tbough I could
ever believo it, sud nover understood why,
ffough 1 got avfuliy spoouey ou ber. You ses
v as se diff'ereut from ber, se fend cf huuting

ind sbootingi sud didn't go lu for pcetny sud
music sud dancing like somne cf the feliovs she
.sd round ber dld. Anyvay she gave me plenty
f chances, sud seemed te tny te make me un.
.erstend I might vin ber if I cboose. At laat
things carne te a criais. One day she bad been
miore than usually amiable ail day, sud after
muner she followed me into the library vbere I
bad gene with a nov numben cf the Field lu my
sund, juet cerne devu fnom tovu. It vas au off
niRht sud thore vas nebcdy at the bouse.
«Wiil yen give me the papen kuife, pisse?' I
iksd ; it was near ber baud ou the table. She
coked round beamiug, radiant, blushing, I
wil give yen anvthiug yen ask, Tom,' she.sald.
Then asebout over some sugravinge at the table
but I could ses that ber neck sud the littie piece
of cheek net Ihiddeu by ber curie, vers - scanlet.
1slevly cnt my paper, vitb a vbinl cf tbeughts
rushing threugh my brain, vith a host cf pretty
speeches eticking lunrny tbroat. Preseutly se
bhut the book vitb a bang. 'Are you goiug ?
lsn't yeur book interesting Il I askedt. -'No,
t'. stupid. As stupid ss--ycu,' sud vitb a
sepiug mock cnrtsey she vanished tbrougb

tho French vindeve. .l didu't see bon suy more
bhat uigbt. Next day s cnovd of gussts arrivod,
among tbem Harny Danzreld, vitb thoe
odious Duudreary vbiskers. She dauced vith
hirn ail that night aud vas as frigld as yen
:,lease te me. My chance vas goe. She bas
married Dsngerfleld since. I vcndered about
the Continent tili fuuds got 1ev sud-bers I aum.
Iarn avtully miserable bore. 1 scsncoly kuov
a seul sud have net yenn facility for rnakiug
frnds. Tell me, vhat la the secret cf your po.
pulsnity 1"

IlI vas net slways popular," ssid Paul. I"At
oue time [ had handly one of my scquaiutaucea
iutimste enough te, be called s frieud. But en-e
day-i got the blues, sud 1 said vo mnust change
ail this. 1 did violence te rny nature. 1 ex.

punged the verds 'No, tbauk ycu' frcmn my
vocabulan1 y. I vwent lu fer everythiug that
offered, accepted every invitation, jeiued evory
club, attended overy tes figbt, bal sud party.
What vas the resuitt Afier three years cf ne-
morseleas dissipation, my foot became se veary
cf the social treadmill, that 1 bouged for a re-
bosse. I had ne zest, ne piseurs, sud I tell yen
henestly that if 1 cenld bave kuovu at au timo
vhen I laid my veary head upen its pilhov that
my sloep that nigbt vould ho the sieep that
kuova no vakiug, I vould have closed my eyee
vith a rosi sense cf relief. At st thie state of
thinge became unbearable sud I rushed avay to
seek fer peace sud solitude sud reet. That is
vhy I arn bers. "

The tvo friends, vbo bad met s0 straugeiy,
psrted presently as the firet strssk cf davu
varned thern cf the ceming day. Tom vent up
te bis pleasant little reom ln the Beibevue vbicb
looked out tovarde the ses. Paul rotraced bis
stops tbrough the quiet gardons te the quaint
old tevu.

Psul's influence secured bis friend the position
fer vbicbho v as lu trealy, sud prevented bis
indecisiou cf character from hesitating te sccept
it. " 'Constant occîlpation la the best tblng te, re-
concile yen te existen ce," ssid ho, 1"sud bers,
tbonh y-r- utis v-411 byne ean-arucu

the gentle viuuiug face of the erevhiie Patty
Riverton. Dangerfield waq dead and the dec.
tors had prescribed change aud constant amuse.
ment cf net teo exciting a nature for the yenng
videw. That accouuted fer lher being hors, in
the charge of frienda, eut of the beaten tnack
cf touri8s.

There is no privacy like that cf a crowd-sc it
preved nov., Little did the excited spectators
wet, wliile they gazed intently upen the equine
coutest, of the twe levers in the quiet corner.
"Wsll doue, White Jacket," they sheuted.
"Go it, Greeu-Blue's ahead. Well doue, Red-Red and Blue-Bue's ahead 1 Well doue,

Blue ! Blue bas it ! Red and Blue ueck and
ueck. Blue, Red,-Red, Blue. Red's von !

Red had von. Net unready this time, hie
had peured out the words hie had meaut te
say years age, te Patty's net uuwiiling ear, sud
they had sealed the bargain with a kiss.

Tom had doue vielence te bis nature.- He
bad permiitted himself ne hesitation. Fer once
in bis life hoe vas up te time.

Tbey were married, hoe aud Patty, in the
qualut old red church. with the quaint eld
square tower, aud the queer pagodr-like steeple.

PERSONAL CHARACTERJSTICS 0F
IR VINO.

Irving's la a siugularly impressive face. Ho
is oeeof these men vhe vould arrest your at-
tention and excite inquiry vberever ycu miRht
meet bim. The ether day, at the hougeef Mr.
William Winter, on Staten Islaud, New York,
I saw a portrait cf Edwin Booth vbich reminded
me much of Irving. Great actors have a phy.
sionoumy ef their ewn, te ba sure, but the face
cf Booth in the picture had something isa the
eyes aud expression cf the mouth se much like
-Irving, that at flrst sight it rnight have been
taken fer the Euglish acter's portrait. I heard
smre gossip in New York about the tve artiats,
which vas uujust te Irving. It suggested
rivRlry sud jealousy. of Booth on bis part.
" 1Here la a programme showiug Hamiet under-
1:ned fcr the Lyceum duriug October sud
November 1 That is the first note of the Eng-
lishmau's opposition." The trutb is, Hamiet
was underliued for the usuel Lyceuni merning
performances before Mr. Beoth's epeniug part
was aunounced. When the Priucess's manifes.
to came eut Irving at once withdrew the an.
nouncement of Hamiet, leaviug the field clear
sud open tn the strauger, in whose uccesa
Irving has showu rosi sud practical pleasure.
Ho vas eue of the flrst leading artista cf London
te caîl upon sud congratulate him. Ho made
Mr. Bocth a characteristic preseut cf au inter.
estiug picture illustrating the play cf Richelieu,
sud shortly aftervard arrsuged fer bis appear.
suce at the Lyceura te alternate with hirnsif
the two leading parts in Othello.

Genius is rarely withont s sense cf humer.
Mr. Irving has s bread apprecistien cf fun,
theugli bis evu humeur is subtie sud deep
dovn. This is nover botter shown than in bis
Richard III. sud Louis XI. It nov sud thon
appears iu his conversation ; and when ho bas
an anecdote to tell, ho seems te develop the
fluer sud more delicate motives cf the action cf
the narrative, as if hoe vere dramatising it, as ho
vent sieng.

A notable person lu appearance, I said just
nov. Lot me sketch the famous acter as we
beave hie moims together. A tail, mpsre figure,
in a dsrk evercoat sud grayish trousers, black
neckercbief carelessly tied, a taîl hat, rather
broad at the brim. His hair is blsck sud bushy,
with s vave iu it ou the verge cf curi, sud sug-
gestions of gray at the templès sud over the
ears. [t is s pale, somevhat ascetic face, with
bushy eyebrows, dark, dreamny syes, s nose that
indicates gentienesa rather than stnength, s thin
upper lip, a mouth epposed to ail ideas cf mon-
sueusuesa, but nervens aud sensitive, s strcng
jav sud chin, sud a head inclined te droop a
littie, as is often the case with men of a studicus
habit. There is great individuality iu the whoee
figure, and in the face a rare rnebility vhich
p hetcgraphy fails te catch in ail the efforts I
have yet soeu cf Euglish artists. Thougb the pop.
ularlidea is rather te assoclate tragedy vith the
face sud manuer of Irving, thone s enethingaun.
nier than ies smile. I t lights up ail his counten-
suace, sud reveals his seul in bis oye. ; but
it is like the suushiue that bursts for s moment
frorn s cloud, sud disappears tc beave the land-

S cap again in shadovs, flecked bore snd there
Cwith fooet reminiscences cf the san.-JosE&PK

HÂTTON, lu Harper's.

ORGN FR &ArJ


