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Part I.—Paradise Lost

CHAPTER IX,
THE DEFEAT OF THE MAJOR,

The servanti returned (o us, bringing with
him a tiny botlle of champagno, and a plate-
rull of doltente ittle xugarad hiseniix, s

o1 have had thia wine botlled expressiy for
the tadies,” sald the Major. « The biscuits come
to me direct from Pirix.  As a fRYMIT Lo e
you muat take some refreshment. vl then
"t hi@ KO pped, sind 10nked #t e very ate
tentively, cAnd then” he resumed, ¢ shall 1
go to Iny young primua-donni upstairs, and
leave you bero atoue 7

1t was Lo posaible 1o hint mwore delicately, nt
the ono request which { now bad itin my mind
to mako to bim, I took hix hand and prossed
14 gratefully.

w The trunqulllity of my wuole ltfe to come,
is at stake,” 1 snht. < When | am teft hore by
myself, doss your ganerous sympathy  permit
me 0 examine everything io the room ¢

He signed to me to dirink the champagne,
and to eat a biscult, before he gnve his auswer,

+«This I8 serious.” ha safd, | wish you to
bo In perfect possession of yourseif, Reslora
sour wtroagth— and then 1 will speak to you™

1 did aa he bade rae. In x ruiunusie from
the Ume when 1 drauk [, the  delicious
sparkilng wine bad begun 1o rovive me.

wis It your cxpresi . wiklh,” he resumed,
«that I should leave yoiut lere by yourself, to
search tho room ?

s It is my express wikh,” 1 answered.

«1 take a beavy responsilility on myself in
grabling your request. But I grnt it for all
that, becaunss I sinecerely beltove—as you believe
—that the tranguillity «of your life to cine
depends on your discovering the trath,” Saying
those wonds, he took two Reys from his pockel,
wYou will natarally feel a1 ~uspicion,” he went
on, “of any locked dours thal you nny find
here. The onty locke! places fn thu room nre
the doory of Lthe cupboardy ander theinbg book.
case, abd the door of the Haliancabinet in that
corper. The small key opens thy bonkceass ctipe
bounis ; the long key opens the cabinet door,”

Wih that explanation, hs jald the keys be-
fore mo on the table. 5

“ Thus (wr,” he snid, ¢ I bave rlgidly  ros.

pected the promise which 1T made (o your has- -

band, I shall eontinue to Lo ratthful to my
promise, whiatever may be the result of your
examination of the mom. | am boond o
honour not 1o assist you, by word ar fdeed, Tawm
not even at Hbeity to ofler Yoo the slightest
hint, Is that vindertaod 77

»Certalnly - -

#Very goot. | have nuw o last word of
warning to glve ymi—und then 1 have done, Ir
you do by any chance snceeed I laying your
hand on the clie, retusraber Ciis—the discurery
which follives will be a tevyibisr wne,

shock which will
God's sake give up the iden of fitnling out your
husband's gecret, ut once and for ever! .

“1 thank you for yonr watraing, Major, 1
must fuce the conseqouences of makivg the dis.
covery, whatever thicy may he”

“ You are positively resolved * 7

s TPonltively,” .

» Very well, Take nnuy time you please, The
house, aud every j«xrson in i, 5 at your dig.
poxal,  Riog the bell ovnee, If you want the mnn
servant. Ring twice If you wisrh the house-
mald to watt on you. From time to time, 1
shall just look o myself to sec how you are
golog oun, T am. reaponsibie for yonr comfort
and sacurity, you know, while you tonouar me
by remainlng umnder 1wy roof,”

He lfted my band to his Hps, and fixed alast
attentive ook on me.

“Thope I am not roaning too grent a risk,” :

he nald—more to hiniself thaa to me,  « The
women have led me into many o rash action,
in my time,  Have you led e, I wonder, into
the rashoxst action of alt 77 :

With those ominous last words he bowed
Kravely, and left me alone in g roon.

CAAPTER X.
THE SEARCIL

The Nre burning in the grate was nol & very

large oue ; and the outer alr (s 1 had voticed -

on my way to the houge) had something of a
wintry sharpuess in It, that day,

SUll, my st feeting when Magor Fita.David
left me, was a focling of heat and oppression—
with its natural result, a diMeulty in breathiog
freely.  The nervous aglitation of the time was,
I suppose, answerable for these sensntions, 1

“took off my bonnet and manile and gloves, nnd
opaned the window for n little while,  Notbivg
WA 10 be scen outalde bLut a paved courtyard
(WHh A skyhght in the mlddle), closed at the
farthior cnd by the wall of (he Miyor's stabies,
A foew minutes at the window cooled and re-
freshed ma, - 1 shut it down again, nud took my
first step on the wny to digcovery, In
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1 wis amazed at my own cnlinness,
terview with Major Fitz-David had, perhaps,

exhaonsted my ‘capnelty for feelhur any strong:
fLowas a reliet
1,

emotion—rfor the time at feast,
to e ta be alone; it wans o reliel to me
heglu the search, Those were 1y only sensa-
tota, 80 tar, -

The shape of the room was oblong.  Of the
two shorter wallg, ong contained the door tu

My in.

1 fondy apened iy eves aud looked

colmnanicating with the pront room . the other i
was slmost entively occupled by the broad | ]
window which lookeil out on the courtyard. . oue pack, the eards in ‘both tables: wero still
Taking the doorwny wall fiist, whit was: wrapped In thelr paper covers exactly as they
there, in the shape of furniture, on either sidet hind come - from “the shop, 1 examined the
“offte There was w oand-table on efther side. | loose pack, eard by card.  No writing—ao mark
of any kinde—-wus vistble on any onc.of them.
Assistadd by nlibeary ladder which stood agatust
the bookense, 1 loskad next into the two ching .
bowls: “ Both were perfestly empty - Was theie

neath contained ,:\‘q:.hui'g but sards,and the nsual
counters and markers. With the oxception of

© Abuve each card.table stood « magniticent chilna
g bawl, piaced on a gilt and carved bracket fixed .
Jtothe wall, :
L opened the eard-tables, “The drawers bed




