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upon so delicate a sulject, even hiad decorumn au
thorizcd it, and knoiving it was flot hier intention tg
quit his court tili the period of lier mourning ha(
cxpircd, hie approacheil the table at ivhich she sat
witlî lier hcad resting on hcer hand, and said ing
N oice, ivhich, in spite of his efforts, ivas lcss calii
an(I stcady than hoe wishied.

"1 yicld my pleasure wholly to your majcsty's
and, painiful as is the sacrifice whicb 1 arn compellc(:
to make, shall no longer oppose your departure, bul
on thc contrary use evcry effort to facilitate it,
whcngever you shall signify your ivish to quit m3
court."

Mary tbankcd him warmly and gratefullyand theii
interview ended. After this she seldom saw hini
alon,-the many dlaims upon bis time dcmandcd
by his new dignity, fully engrosscd him, and fortu-
nate ivas it for him that the constant occupation ol
bis mind lcft hiri but littie opportunity to cherish
vain regrets, and muse ,upon the fascinations of thc
beautiful Mary.

Weeks and months rolled away-Mary bcd re-
ccived the assurance from Henry of a glad welcome
back to bis court, and the period was near at hand
for bier departure from France,ien a rumour reaeb-
cd bier car, tbat bier brotber was again contemplatiîîg
for bier a more ambitious marriage than tbat of
wbicb she bad alrcady been the victim-alarmed
and agitated, she rcsolvcd flot to place herself with-
in bis powver, titi assured sbe was îiot a second time
to be sacrificed to bis policy, and without a moment's
delay she wrote to, inform bim of bier determination,
and to inquire concerning bis purpose respecting bier;
the letters were signed and sealed, and sbe sat clone
in the eame apcrtmcnt where the interview witb
Francis, wbicb we bave just rccorded, took place,
wben bie was again cnnounced. H1e had been absent
for a weck on a hunting excursion at Cbantilly; as ho
now hastencd to -reet bier bis eye beamcd with ten-
der pleasure, and bis accents trembled on his hip-
chmost immediatehy, bowever, be alluded to tbe ru-
inour in circulation, expressed bis concera at tbe
uneasinesa which it bad occasioncd bier, and bis dis-
belief of its autbenticity ; but lest the ambitious mind
of Henry sbould barbour sucb a projeet, eitbcr now
or et some future day, he sugglestcd tbe cxpediency
of ber remaining in bier present safe asylum; and
renewed bis intercession that she would make bis
court bier permanent abode. Yct wbcn sbe once
more said nay to bis request, and made answer, tbat
she must dwell frce in England, or bound by reli-
gious vows in the cloister, be urged bier no furtber,
but. witb sad, yct gentle earnestness, proffèecd bis aid
in ber sorrow, and spokie et last, with tbe frankness
of a privileged friend, of tbe cttacbmcnt existing be-
twcen berseif and tbe Duke of Suffolk.

déNot only," bie said, Ilwill 1 exert my interces-
sion witb King- Henry, in behalf of your unrestrained
freedom of person and will, but if it can avait you

-aught in a course so dclicat,"-be besitated, Md
alnîost instantly resumd-"l if, as rumour bas lJ

Ipered, a tie more tender than even tbose of COUt
and kindred, impel you to forsake us, my influecle

1 with my royal brother sbalh bcecxerted to aco
i plisli the fulfilment of your wisbes."1

Mary ivas touched by the genevous interest '
manifcstcd for bier happiness, and by the deliesl

1 with which bie alluded to an affair that involvcd ber
Lpeace, but of which she bad nevcr spoken, and tto
filled bier bcautiftsteyes, as she raised themi fui'
cloquent gratitude to bis face-bis own sanC De
neath tbeir mehting expression, more daierolo

*even, than whcn they sparklcd in the full eo*luJgeP"
of tbeir splendour.

I have not wods she said, "lin wbicbt to
your mcjesty for tbis unbounded goodness, btIt tb
grateful remembrance of it will dwell forever i01

i bcart-nor sbahl tbe unrescrvcd corifidence WO
itjustly entities you, from an excess of fema3le dell'
cacy, be longer withbeld ; 1 will not scek te o'l
from your majesty, tbat there does cxist a
binds my beart indissolubly to, one, worthy itst"
dcrest affection, and it was this that rendcrod 01
marriage witb the late king more repugnant tO oe
tban Ivere tbe circumstances of bis age, an1d Jasol
increasing infirmities. Yet, thoug-h 1 have reelf
sacrifleed my dearest ivishes to, wbat 1 concciled tl
eall of duty, 1 cannot a second time consent tO il
restraint put upon my inclinations. I bavelr '
brotber's promise tbat it neyer should be s8,
and if he is resolved to break bis plighted sîVOrdU0
make me stili tbe victim of bis ambitiou3 scbe0e<
1 ivill, I mu3t perforce, rather than thus be sl
flced, pronounce the vows of some religious re
and forsake tbe world forever." 

1j
décNever shaîl your grace be forccd to thisdéi

native," exclaimed Francis with vehemence;
the King of England violates to you bis 10
pledge, and refuses my intercession in ylour b
then shalt my power protect you from bis
and in my realm there shahl none dare toth g
your frccdom of choice, or say nay to, the i4
summiation of your wisbcs-and if my brOthec
England secs fit to rosent my interference, loi(0
but cast bis gauntlet et me, nor will hie find 0 e1
to grasp tbe gage, and battle for the right iflfn
open field.'-"Io de,

"11It must flot corne to this,"' said Mary," déo
1 think it can. Let us et toast await.an -901e
My letters, before we even think of hostile et
sures-and 1 trust my brotber's love for 0i1
for -" gO

She stoppcd, blusbing, and eonfuscd et 111
nearly uttered the naine forever in bier heart,
ois fainfhy smihcd. 0leYour majcsty," be said, elmay proudly p4
the gallant victor of the tournay, tbe boaJt of w
land's chivalry, tbe friend and favourite Of bit
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