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to many of vur roaders that the pharmacies
on the continent of Burope, and especinlly 1
Germany, bear such names a2 *“The Lion
Apotheke,” **The Eagle Apothoke,” ¢ The
Moor Apotheke,” and sumlar desiguations,

New aAND Varvasrg.—Another article for-
merly considered worthless has been added
to the useful products, and s known as Miner
Inlia-rubber asphalt, It is produced during
the process of refining tar by sulphurie acid,
and forms a black maternal vory much like
ordinary asphalt,and elustic like Inda-rubber,
When heated so that the slimy matter is re-
duced to about 60 per cent. of its forter size,
a substance is produced hard hke ebony. It
can bo dissolved in naphtha, and is an excel-.
{ent non-conductor of electricity, and, there-
fore, valuable for covering telegraph wires
and other purposes where a non.conducting
substance is necded. Dissolved, the mineral
India.-rubber produces a good water-proof
varmsh.  The manufacture of the material 1»
very profitable, and pays the inventor 400 or
500 per cont.

PRESERVATION OF SyRurs, ETe., Dunine
SumMER. ~ According to the Pharmaceutische
Zvitung, syrups, frait juices, puntfied honey,
and the like, are beat preserved during hot
weather by putting them into small bottles
which, after being completely filled, are stop-
pered with cotton-wool, and then sterilized
fur some time overa water-bath. The cotton-
wool prevents the subsequent entrance of
bacteria, and thus acts as an excellent preser-
vative. This method, of course, 18 unsuttable
in the case of articles destined to transporta-
tion. In sterilizing these, vessels of soldered
tin should be employed, and the heat brought
up to 110 degrees to 120 degrees C., by which
all germs are certain to be destroyed. The
color and taste of preparations are unaltered
by this process ; but fraat syrups, wluch con-
tain an acid, must not be put up m tin.—
[Cireular, Sept. '89.

Arsexic 18 GryceriNe.—The statement
made some time since that in Germany gly-
cerine is et with containing arsenic has been
confirmed, according to the Pharm. Jour. and
Trans., and in addition it has been alleged
that under the present conditions of manufac-
ture in that country, all glycerine will contain
more or ivss arsenic, derived from the sul-
phuric acid used in its production. The
necessity for the insertion in the German
Pharmacopaiia of a test for arsenic in glycer-
ine is, thercfore, obvions, and one has been
suggested by Dr. Vulpius (Apot.-Zeit., April
10, p. 390). It requires that paper moistened
with 50 per cent. solution of silver nitrate,
when exposed to the hydrogen uas ovolved
upon adding zinc to a mixture 2 ce. of glycer-
me with & cc. of official hydrochloric acd,
should not within fiftce s minutes show any
yellow spots becuming black upon being
moistened with water.

Tue Varce or Trabe Jourvais 1o Ex-
PORTERS. — Mr. John Worthington, U.S. Con-
sul at Malty, in his last conurunication to the

authonities at Washington, testihies ns follows
to the value of trade juuruols that find ther
way into Malta business : ** Tho trade jour.
nals that find theiv way into Malta do very
mwuch in attracting the attention of the people
to our gouds. A Maltese will frequently buy
an article on the strength of an illustratien,
I have sometimes thought it would be money
well invested if the advertisers m the trade
would combine to send out, and cause to bo
intelhgontly distributed, a goodly number of
these trade journals. \n illustrated ndver
tisoment is eagerly read.  After th's consul
ato has tinished with the trade journals that
are sent to it they are sent to Maltese casinoa
aud clubs, where they ate in great demand,
I pliaca them where 1 thunk they will do the
most yood, '

WORKING HOURS IN PHARMACIES IN
THE SOUTH OF FRANCE.

BY AN ENGLISH CHEMIST.

Having passed two or three wechs i the
South of France, I thought it might be of
interest to somo of your readers to know the
working regulations of pharmacies in that
part of the world. At Cannes, the first
town 1 commenced my mmquiries, 1 found
the purely French pharmacies opened in
summer between six aud seven, 1 winter
later; the mixed English and French phar-
macies opened about seven o'clock. The
assistants were expected to be at their posts,
or, rather, behind the counters, bhetween
cight and nmne ; the usual time for closing
all was ten at night, truly, according to Eng.
lish ideas of working, “long hours.” In
Nice I found much the same hours adopted
by the mixed pharmacies, and the French
ones in the more fashionable parts of the
town ; but in some of the poorer neighbor.
liouds, especially near the market, 1 heard
of pharmacies that opened at five o'clock in
the summer, and six o’clock i the winter,
and did not close till ten o'clock at night.
In Mentone I also found the hours were
longer than Enghsh ones; assistants were
on duty from eight or half-past eight till ten.
The assistants have some hiberties not ac-
corded to their English friends at home;
for instance, dinner hours in many cases of
one and a-half hours ; after a certain time of
the night, a back room where they can enjoy
a cigar and invite a friend, and still be on
duty ; and frequent nights off from seven or
eight.

During my jouruey I met that well-known
Eunghsh pharmacist, Mr. Squire, of San
Remo, Italy, and amongst other questions,
I asked his opmion on the probability of the
* stores ~ in England being prohibited from
disnensing prescriptions, etc. Ho replied that
he did not how any stores could be stopped
as Jong as the executive vmployed a quahified
man. Until branch shops were closed his
viow was that no pharmacien ought to have
more than one pharmacy, and that s name
as owner ought to appear. He explamed

that he did not mean that a pharmacy with
a distinguished, or well knuwn name, was to
chango that name, only that the existing
proprivtor should attach s namo as well.
That was, as far as lus persvual expetionee
was concorned, the practice 1 acveral coun
tinental countries.  Ho had known the phar
macies continue with the same sign (as a
public house meght), m Uermany he had
seen pharmacies with such names as the
** White Hart,”" ** Black Eagle,” cte., for
generations ;. but each  suececding  owner
always used his name as well, and the same
owner was ot allowed, on any excuse what
over, to have lus name on more than one
pharmacy, aud every pharmacy must have its
awnor.  In case of s, hawever, cotsist
wg of two or more gqualited pharmaciens,
the firm may open as wany pharmacies as
there are qualified members of tho firm.
For instanco, Messrs. Nicholls and Passeron
tboth qualified men. have a phariacy
Nico and another in 8t, Martin Lautosque.

HINTS ON SOLUTIONS.

The frequency in which in presceiption dis
pensing in the lnboratory and the drug store
there is 2 necessity {or makingg solutions, and
the observation of the writeras to the clumsy
and unscientitic way in which it isoften done,
leads him to venturoa few remarks nn the
subject.  Solution indicates that a solid body
is to be dissolved in somo tluid, though liquids
and gases may also bo dissolved, but our re
marks at present are meant to imply only
the solution of solids.

Let us take a fow instances A prescription
calls for quitune sulphate or some other
chemical to be made into a svlution,  How
ofton the writer has scen 1t placed 1 a grad-
uated measure with a portion of the liguid,
and stirred with a sliss rod. That 18 well
enouglyin its way, but the objection 1s only
to the use of tho graduated measure and the
glass stirring-rod, especially if the Iatter
scrapes tho side of the graduate. IV so, in
time it becomes seratched and looks badly.
1 can always tell by the appearance of the
gracduates in a drug store if they use this
method of solution.

My habit has been to avoid the use of a
mortar or a graduate i making solutions.
Whore 1t 1s asubstance thatis very soluble it
may be put at once n the bottle and (I al-
ways use) distilled water added, the solution
being hastened by shaking,

If the substance 1s slowly soluble, put the
material ina flask with a portion of the sol-
vent, heat gently to make a solution, add the
romamder and brng to normal temperature
before dispensing.  If the quantity of sohid
13 more than 1s soluble 1 the amount of
hquid ordercd. two ways are open to the
pharmacist—to dispense with tho excess iy a
fino powderand ashake label, or to send out
a filtered saturated solution.  If the prescrip
tion orders but httle more of the solid than



