Manon 23cd, 1888, *

‘THE CANADA

M-I
L

CI'PIZEN,

o TE T wE R s R o REe o TR eaEReE T e o R R

5

N e —-—

C s -

THE NEW PARTY.

AN

INHARMONI0US  GATHERINA,

The Shattesbury Hall Meeting— Svine Peoplo
Think the Methods of the I'rometers
Wrong—-And uare not allomed to
Co-opernto — Urganfzation b
fectual The Platforra and
the I'lan.

——

PuksuanT to an ndvertised » Cull,”
wpwards of ono hundied gentlomon ns.
sambled, on Wednesday afternoon, at
Shaftesbury Hall. The call referred
to, laid down a platform of principles
et which it was proposed to organize s
now political party, and requested tho
attondunce of clectors from all parts of
tho Donnnion, who were willing to o~

anizo on the bams of tho publishd plnt-

orm. .

This movement had it ongm in
Toronto in Soptember last, at a con-
vention called by the Dommon Alh.
ance, To tho report of a Commttee
on Political Action lntd beforo that
convention, Rov, Dr. Sutheriand moved
the following amendment, which was
soconded by J. R, Lougall—

Whereas, tho experience of thirty yearsin
Qreat Britain, the United States and Canada
shows tliat no advanced temperance legista.
Mon need be expected from the existing po
litlual partios as such; and

Wlereas, the public uttersnces of party
leaders in the Dominton atford no ground of
hopo that prohibition will bo made a plank
in eithor platform in the near'future if at

all; and

Whereas, thero {u no diatinct issne of prin-
siple Letweon the oxisting parties which ren-
ders their continued existenco ther neces-
sary or fmportant.

Thereloro, bo 1t resolvad, that this coprven
son is of o})lnion that the p.esout juncture ls
peculiarly favorable for the organization of a
aew party with prohibition as a chief plank
ia its platform, .

After a spirited discussion which
took up & good deal of the time of the
Oonvention, the amendment was adopt-
od, by a vote of 32 to 25, No further
action wau then taken in referenco to
shis matter ; but after the adjournment
of the Convention a call was made for
the supporters of Dr. Sutherland’s reso-
lution to remain for further consuita.
tion, and between thirty and forty
members of the Convention waited.

Dr. Sutherland was moved into the
-chair, and a committee was appointed,
composed of Dr. Sutherland, Rev.
Messrs. Brethour and Burgess, and
Messta. Muang and Wigle, to advise
further in reference to a programms
and platform for the new organization.

1t was generally uuderstood that
tho call issued for the Shaftesbury
Hall Convention was issued by the
Committes thus appointed, and many
persons expected that the Committeo
would present to this convention the
prepared platform as a report, which
the Committee would procead to dis-
ouss. This was ovidently not what
the Committee intended.

Outsida the *door of the room in
which the meeting was held on Wed
nosday last, there wasatable on which
was a book, wherein the now platform
was written out in fall, followed by a
declaration of approval of the same.
Only those who signed this declaration
were admitted to the meeting. About
half of those who had cono objected
to pledging themselves beforehand to
a piatform which they had not dis-
oussed and adopted. Some of these
peraons, who were refused admittance,
expressed themselves as being strongly
in favor of every plank of the proposed
platform, but objected to the Com-
mitteo's excluding from the meeting,
all who refused to commit themselves
to the whole manifesto. Dr. Suther

, laud and Mr. J. T. Moore, on behalf
of the Committec, announced that the
ition taken would not be reccded
rom, and some very strong language
was used in reference to the persons
who refused to sign the submitted
documont, who were informed that
they had no right to bo present, and
should at onco retire. Previousto this
time a number of gentlemen had in-
scribed their names on the book and
moat of them had passed into theinner
roor in which the meeting was to be
held. Several of those who had not
gone 1n now atated that they were not
aware that the book presented to them
was anything mors than s mere resis-
ter of those in attendance, aud they,
with the great mnjority of those who
had not signed, left the building. The
platform roferred to, reads as followa:

1. Righteousneas and Truth in public af-
falrs as well as in private business and no

som ive with wrong. 2. Equal Rightsfor
all Cresds, Classes and Nationalities, butex-
oluslve privilkgrs to nene. 3. A National

Bentiment, & Nutional Literature, sad in all
matters of public policy—0Our Country First.
4. The Prompt and Abeolute Prohibition ¢f
the Liquor Traflic, as the objective point ol
Teniperance Logislation; in the meantime
the honest and vigotous enforoument of the
Booti Act, and of all other laws for the re-

pression of Vice and Intomperance. 8. Re
trencluncnt snd Econemy n Publie Expoudt
ture, with thesfew of reducing ourenvimovs
Natlonal Dbt 6. Manhood Suthiage, with
an odueational qualification; that is, a vots
to every freeman of legal age who can rond
andweite, 7. The Extensiui of the Frandhise
to Women 8. AnElecthveScnate, 9. Civil
Service Reform

The gentlemen who remaitnd o1-
ganmzed their meeting with Dr. ¥utlier-
land as chaitman and Mi. T, Moore as
Socretary,  The meeting was opened
by prayer led by Rov, D, Lo B.ethour,
Committees were appointed, nnd a
schetne of oigamizaon was  subse
quentis submatted o thoe following
torm

(1) That the q!altorm alecady published be
i.luw read and adopted as the hasts of organia

ul

2) ‘That the new potty bo “The i"atrietic
laague of Canada,'

¢4 That tho motto of the party bo—* For tiod
atd Our Country ©

) roat tho headquartars of the party he in
the ity of Toronto.

t ) That the Coavention appolnt a centcal
eaceutive councll of nine menbors besidoy the
prostdent, chosen frony among those who have
nlgnud the platform, and are wiling to nwsume
thedittien fuvolved.

) Phal the sald oo B be instradicad to pre
Pare R4 soon o3 poesible ditalled plang furvoun
tey and local opganiztions and forwand the
uwatiio Lo those emons who may be che ren tour
ganlrze thy league i i colibtics, Lowue or

cltles

{7) That the sclectlon of sullable jwisons to
suprintond tho work of orgwnlantion in conne
ticy, towns and cltles be niudoe by the 1antral
exceurive mich porsohs 14 bold oitlee vuder n
votinission afgned by 1hs ohief ofllcer ot it
sald ovocutive, who shall base the anthorits p,)
tho vote of tho execntive to rovohe urcancei a
commirsion wlien deelued necesary .

8) ‘I'hat porsons clwosen &nd cormiilsaloned na
indfcated In the preecding paragranph shue bx
corresponding members uf the tentral txen
tive caunell, and may be summaon. * Ly lts pre
sident for consuliatton when nﬂ-wwu?'.

{® Thut In our Judgnient the plan of organtva
tfon to be devised by the cintrat o\geullvo
ahould be the mosi compact avd thorongh, vom
patiblo with peraonnl freedom, and, that will
adinit of the most coinpart rapid intercomn
munication hetween the exceutive and local or-
ganizations,

ilm That icmbership In Alic party bo open to
all electom under Dominion and Provinelal
franchilye who subschibe to tho platform and
who sonirfbute one dollar or apwards e
annuin io [ts funds,

(2D That the proeldent of tho central execu-
tive conncil bo elected by this conveniion, and
that the sald council have authority to viect a
viee prosidont Uf decided necvesary, also a see:
reiary and troasurer,

1:2) Thut the president be elected by ballot
without noininatiof,

This report was discussed clauso by
clause, and adopted, with tho exception
of clause No. 2. After some further
discussion the meeting procecded to the
election of officers, Dr. Sutherland
was chosen President and an Executive
Committes was selected comnsisting of
the following gentlemen—-Messrs, Gor-
don Wigle, D.' L. Brethour, C. H.
Bishop, W. K. Ireland, A. C. Stecle,
W. R. Wataon, G. E. Armstrong, J.
T. Moore, and W, Munns, After a
rousing addreas by the newly-elected
President, the Convention adjourned,
to meet again at the call of the Execu
tive Council.

Some of the gentlemen who were
refused adinittance assembled, later,
in the office of the Caxapa Citizey,
organized themselves into an im-
promptu meeting, presided over b
Dr. Griflin, and adopted the follow-
ing resolution, moved by Rev, 8, D.
Chiown of Spencerville, seconded by W.
W. Buchanan of Hamilton—

That we, electors in favor of proqibition
party action, and in gencral sympathy with
the platform published by the Peorisional
Cennittee, and belicring that we constitute
a majority of delegates assembled, regret
that the conditions of sdmittance to the con
sention were of such a character as to pre-
vent usfroin entering and taking part in tho
deliberations.

The unfortunate occurivnces at
Shaftesbury Hnall on Wednesday last,
reported above, are to be deplored,
principaily because there will be given
by them, to the publican misleading im
pression that there is disunion in the
ratks of that large section of our tem-
perance electorate who believe that
prohibition ought to Le a dominant
political issue,

There was no dispute about prohibi
tion on the occasion referred to; there
was no discussion as to the necessity,
desirability or expedicncy of agyres-
sive, independent politicalaction. Thero
was simply tho refusal of a large num-
ber of gentlemen to subscribe unyuali-
fied assent to a political creed propared
for them by a committee, whick, they
understood, had been appointed to pre-
¥ar0 and report = suitable platform

or party organization. Tlhe committee

had been appointed 1t a formal al-
though impromptu meeting, and was
instructed and expected to rveport,
when its work was performed, but in-
stead of presenting a report to a meet-
ing such as that by which it was con
stituted, the Committee adopted the
plan of reporting to a meeting compos-
ed of such persons as would pledge
themsolves beforehand to accept the
platform. At this mceting no discus
sicn of the platform was allowed, Lut
the eeting was asked to go throngh
the farce of formally adopting o plat-
form, although no one was permitted
to vote on the question, unless he had
previously qualified himself for con.
idering it, by unreservedly accepting
it

It must not be iwmagined that the
gentlemen who refused to uncondition.
ally declare their approval of a stete-
ment of principles before that state-
ment was discuseed, wers therefore
opposed to the working out of thoee

principles. Mauy of them did, and

do, endorso all that tho platform con.
taing, hut some of them did not Leliove
that any two or thice should dechue
themrelvex 80 much  wiser than all
others, that their opintons, and their
statement of them must by acceptad
by all who wished to caoperato in A
great  and  Dapoitant  mosvement,
There hos e in om wonutey for a
tong titue o growing feeling of appof
tion to  politival  “Lo-dan,” and a
determination among independent moy
to think and act for thewselves, wich-
out being compelled to yield wental
and eivie sabmission (o machine man-
gers, It was utterly alsued to expeet
that such men should becole 1Wdentified
with a proposed politie i vrgani.ation
which would 1equite ol U e, at the
outset, unconditionnl uoeptance of n
statement, diawn up by a few mon, ns
a * basis of political orgumation.”

Morcorer, thereare men who beheve
~for example- in “woman sufleage,”
bat do ot b Heve that woman sutliage
and prohibition should be necessarily
associuted in political agdtntion "Phoro
are gome prohibitionists who wonld hke
to hnve the co operation of all other
prolittiomsts, wheths the latter be
licse i swoman suthige o0 not, but
the methods of the me w o called this
meeting would shut vut fiom the *Now
Party " eviry prohibiiivust who was
not also a behivver in woman sullrage,
who was nut fa. fuvor of retaining the
Pommion Senate  simply making it
ddeetive, and who did not believe that
viery other Jduugo in the statenent
submitted must he o plank in the uen
platform,

Thero has never, that we kunow of,
been publiely declared s this country,
any test of political patty allegn.
ance so ngid, so natrow, and pre
senting 50 much of the objectionable
clement of intolerance of free thought
and freo apeech, as this much-to.be-re-
gretted action,

It would be unfair to assume that
all the gentlemen who went into the
meeting, after subscribing their names
to the required declaration, really un.
derstood the position in which they had
placed themselves; inasmuch as, of
thoso who had subscribed, but not gone
in, many, when they recognized the
situation, refused to accept it and re-
mained with those who declined tosign
the platform.

It would also be unfair to hold all
who were assembled in the meeting ro-
sponsible for tho conduct and words of
those who spoke so injudiciousty and
offensively to the gentlemen outside,
whose only reason for respectfully
questioning the committee’s action was
a desire to co-operate with their friends
in promoting what they Lelicved to be

Y 1 the object of the medting— the advance.

ment of the cause of Prohibition
through political party action There
were in the wecting gentlemen who
stand high with all who know them as
men of integrity, intelligence and
kindness, sud who would have been
the last to become associnted with
anything they bLelieved o be narrow
in character, unjustly exclusive in its
inanagement, or offensive in attitude
towards, and treatment of, those who
desired to be its sympathizers and
supporters.
——— -*—--_l,<',

IN NOVA SCOTIA.

A XNew Party to be Formed.

A mass convention of prohbition
workers has been summoned to meet at
Truro, N. 8, on the 27th wst. Ata
meeting held on Feb. 17th, presided
over by the Rew J, H. Coflin, it was
decided to call a convention of ali
favorable to the cause in Nova Scotia,
who are in favor of the organization
of un Independent Political Prohibi.
tion party. The convention promises
to be very large. The call for itis
signed by a great nuinber of clergymen
and other promincnt citizens. Our
fricnds who want a new party in Nova
Scotia are going about the business
they have in hand in & sensible fashion
at any rate. We wish them a hearty

(lod-speed in every effort for the sup-
pression of the run power,

— e e —

The Alliston Shooting.

LaTzr reports concerning the shooting
case At Alliston make it absolutely certain
that the constables who defended them-
sclves were in immediate peril, theirlives
wero threatendd, one of them had been
struck by w heavy bottle, and they wer,
attacked by « mob, who had taken from
them a prisoncr, and secmed detormined
to inflict any bodily injury they could ac-
complish. The men were obliged to re-
sort to their revolrers to repel that mob
of angry assailanta. When the facts of
the case wcame knownat the preliminaery
examination, bail was excepted for the
constables who were committed for trial.
The cese will come up for trial about May
1st.

{HE HALTON CONTEST,

No Cause for Discouragemsnt.

Rav, W, A McKay, of Woodstock,
one our most earnest and eflictivo pro-
hibition wuikers, recently preached in
Chaliners ehatch, a zermion un prayer,
and m the conise of nddiess he 1 fearad
to the Jate Haltun contest in the fol-
fowing torms

“In eur day men nre gravely dis-
cussing whether prayor hea power with
God.  Within the Jast week or two
great ehouts of triumph huve gone up
from certain gquarters boeause of the
alleged failute of prayer i Halton.
W hat, wo are asked, 18 the benelit of
all your prayeis?  Look at tho county
of Halton. Tho people were disided
into two opposing camps,  Un the one
side were, for the most part,the Chareh
and chyistian people drawn by sn hon-
est and earnest desite to remove fiom
their county n tetrible curse, For
weeks special prayers were offered for
a blessing upon their eflotts. Not were
these prayers only by the Chostian
people of Halton, ~ All vver “tus Tho
vince there went up earnest prayers
for success in the struggle s (hat
county for the home agninst the bar
room, On the other side vere the
liquor scllers and the advoeates of a
Iieensed hiquor teatlie. We heasd of no
prayer being asked o1 oftferad on thas
side. And wo will not be so uncharit.
able s to supposo the hquor men so
devord of o sense of propriety, not to
speak of reverence, that they would go
thivugh the wockery of asking the
blessing ot God upon their aceuised
traflic, And yet what was the vesult?
The sido with all preyer on 1t fuled,
the side with no prayer on 1t was vie-
torious. And what nvail therefore are
your prayers, we are nsked?  Gentle-
men restrain you rejoicing. God has
many ways of anawering prayer. Dr,
Arthur 8. Pierson wus pastor of n
large wealthy congregation in Phila.
delphin, Their church building was
one of the most elegant edifices in that
great city, But he and his people
were doing little or nothing to reach
the great host of unsaved souls around
thew, It pleased God to impress
this  fact very deeply upon the
minds of that pastor and some
of his people; and week after
week cfforts were put forth to reach
the masses, but with little result. One
night in the prayer meeting the Spirit
was present with unusual power, and
pastor and people with strong crying
und tears besought God to remove any
and every obstacle that might hinder
the church from eflectunlly reaching
the unsaved. The whole people wrestled
with God for this purpose.  While they
were praying their chiurch building was
burning and in & few hours the beauti-
ful house was in ruins. Where now,
said the skeptic, is the answer to your
prazers? But wait and see. God's
ways ate not our ways. That wealthy
congregation had now to worship in the
large opera house. This brought them
at once into contact with the masses of
people outsidu the churches, A marked
blessing was nt once bestowed ; so that,

in the words of Dr. Pierson himself, |

“more souls were hopefully converted
in those sixteen months than during
the sixteen previous yéarsof his mims-
try, and the converts were almost ex-
clusively from those outsiders hitherto
unreached.” The good work then be
gan is still going on with unabated
success, Thus God answeral the pray-
crs of his people through trials and dis-
appowmntments which they least expect-
ed ; and =o still,

To those who cry out that prayer in
Halton was a failure we say the ond is
not yet. Uod’s purposes were noi fin-
ally disposed of by that votein Halton
on March 1st. He reads the history of
moral reform to little purpose who hps
not learned that temporary defeat only
hastens the final victory. As rearon
ably might the hquor sellers attempt to
turn back Niagara’s rushing waters as
to stem the advancing tide of Prolibi
tion acntiment 1 this and other lands.
One, two, or a dozen victoties such as
that at Halton, ohtained by political
tnickery, will only render more swift
and sure the final overthrow of the
traffic  “I have prayed for thee that
thy faith fail not,” said Christ to Peter
Peter, hiowever, fell, and T hear some
sneering spectator nsking what now is
tho benefit of Christ's prayer. Dut
#ait, Mr. Critic, Peter riscs again, and
his fall has taught b lessons of use to
him in 21} his after life.  And so with
the cause of temperance in Halton,

** Truth crushed to earth will vise again,”

The lesson from Halton is not one of
failure in prayer, but one teaching
greater earnestness in prayerand more
persistency in effort until the final vie-
tory is obtained. The God of Jacob is
still on ourside. He hearsprayer,and

the prospect is as bright th{e; .

ine in sure.

How Neal Dow Became 2 Prohibl-
tionist, -

Ir n man wishes to cngnise i o businosa
that cneaies Jonyg hiv, det it bacomo o
tild-mameeied apostle  of prohilition
Ilre ix General Resl Dow new uently
Bl we youthtnd and fresh o at 40 Sit.
tong i his stady dn s osse ot Porstund
the wther mghit, ho toid bow it happened
that he that undertool. the big task o
shalishing the liguor teatic %1t was,’
ho mid, **a good miauy yearange 1 was
sitting in this same house one evening
quite Iate.  In nuswering a b nodk ot the
door I found n lady whow 1 hnea very
well aa the wife of a wovirnment oflivial
i this aty, e was a pericdiont drunk
ard, and on this very mebt was dows
town on a spree Hia wifo wishod mo te
get him home quivtly Lecatiso i ho was
drunk the uext day he saght lose his
poaition. I started ot, and fourd him
in the buck-rootn of oac of the down town
suloons.  That was in the days of licenae
in Mame I sad to the heeper mn »
quiet way. *1 wrh you would scll ne
more hyuor to Me, Blanl, ¢ Wiy, Me.
Dow,” ho sid, ‘thie ts my busmess, 1
nust suppay 1) cuastomers., * That all
miay be,” 1 eplied, * but thete 1a this gen.
tlunen aith a largo ramly depending on
ham for support. 1f ho gocs to his oflice
ta-morrow drunk he will lose his place,
1 wish you would sell ki oo more ' He
became somowhat angry, and told me
that he, too, bad v famly to support,
that be Ind o heewre tu aell hiquor to
whoniever ho pleased, and that ke didn't
eare b bave me meddling in Lus Lusimosa
* Su yout have a hicense, have youd sard 1,
'aud you support your family Ly destroy
ing that man's,  Well see about this' [
went home thoroughly detetnined to de-
vote my hfe tu suppressmg the liquor
traflic in the best way possible, The
Mame law onginated i that rum shop.”
There is & yood deal (says the corres.
ponident) that is remarkable about this
old gentleman with but one idea
Through busitiess, through the war, and
now in his retived life, it has been prohi-
bition and nothimg but prehibition with
him. 1 cat well, sleep well, and
never fret,” he said, in explaining his
youthful old sge. *There ia lots of
youth for the tnan who doesn't fret,” aud
he lives up to his doctrine, His daily
life is very regular, and by suntet hie ends
his work for the dsy. He juvanably
riscs at five o'clock, and spends aboud
two hours with his papers, being careful
not to miss anything touching his favorite
topic. Dy this time breakfast is ready—
a suuple meal, without coffee but lie does
drink tea. He then clears up his corres-
pendence, which amounts to ten o
tiftecn letters a day, Then comea the
regular drive down town, After that he
spends A couple of hours with liis pen.
Just now he is writing a history of the
Mhaine law, which is soon to be publish-
ed. He apends about four hours a day
on this, and after dinnher drives and
spends the reat of the day in the library
with his family. Nine o'clock finds him
dreaming of prohilision, - Boston Herald

—— et
Woman Suffrage.

Mz Warzrs bill to give to uniaarried
woniett s1d widows the franchise for vlee-
tions to the Local Tagislature on the same
terms as men, reached the second reading
1 the Loeal Leguslaturo an Wednesday
afternoon, and was defeated by the signi.
ficant vote of 30 to 48,  The geod Iriends
who are pushing this unportant measure
have now the satisfaction of knowing,
tha: nine niore Jonverts of Provincial
Parhamentariatis, would give them this
really unobjectionable bill, The following
is the vule on the sccend reading of the
il

Yraw Mewrs Allan, Armsiron, Balfous,
Bushap, Crughton, Cours, Iack, Drury, Fergu-
203, § wid Learson, Graham, Ingrutn, Leys, Mo
Ancrew, SholRay, Mack, Marier, Meacham,
Me catfe, Miller, Morin, Ostrum, Roblilard,
Rotk e, Roxe{Huron), Spraguc, Uration, Waters,
Wylic.—30,

Navs- Meza, AwTey, Hallantywe, Blesard,
Myth, Clancy, Clarke {(Northumberland) Clarke
H. K, (Toronto), Commoe, ('ralg, Dryden, Fell,
Freaser, Freomwan, French, Gibson (Hamiltom),
Gibson (luron), Glilmour, Hammell, Harooury,
1iardy, Hees, lHludson, Korns, Lees, Lyon, Me.
Daugelin, Master, Meredith, Monk, Morges,
Maowat, Murray, Nairn, Pacaud, Phelpe, Pres-
1on, Raysido, Ross (Middicsex), Snider, Steward,
Tooley, Whitney, Widdifield, Wilmot, Woed,
(Haaings), Wood (Brant)—#8.

i ——

Nississiquor Temperanee Allanos.

Ansther Sestt Ast Campigs,

Mississiquor County Temperance AN
ancofheld & conveation lat Saturdey and
resolved to go in for another HSoott Aeh
canpeign. Our readers will remsembes
that three yoars ago this county failed o
oarry the Scott Act, the liguor party win.
ning by the narrow mejuity of 5. We

not Jost heart, and we hope 30 shertly wor -

port another viskery for the Provinss it
R "k‘"
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