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your hart? Is it tot truc tat you cani
fully enjoy youîr portion in this life only
atwayfrom God ! Thait you can delight
yourself in your elosent pursuits and pioas.
uro but tohen God is farthestfromo your
thougAts? Nsy, tlatyou find it ncedfui to
baniish the thoughts of your Father in lien-

,ton, if you are to enjoy thent ai all/ Just
utko M iq the parable, who gathered al
ther id went inuto afaîr country, niid

there I wasted bis substance with riotwus
living." This suggests to us that Life
seithout God, which is

1w IN m ConAUITatros.

Far now from his fatler's htouse, far
from underteath his ove beyond the reanch
of his anuthority and influence, amnong
strangers, in a land of strangers, this
apostate son feels at liberty. Nsow, lie cat
live the life ho bas pined for, a life, the
very zSt of which consista in the liberty
from lil home intfluence, in the w'retched
freedom gained by thatfar separation froin
the father's houso. And wbat is the differ-
enco between this, and tiat round of
pIC.sure which mon cali L ?fe! What
gives the relish te ail those expedients for
spèndiig tine pleasantly, such us the bail-
room, the theatre, the jovial Ineeting wîith
kiidrod spirits, which have received the
stamp of the world's approbation? la it
not the unrestrained'freedon of such a far
separation from every-holy influence? Is
it not becauso, for the tinte, they cone be.
twen the soul and GOud Is it not the
broad braud of ungodliness upon them-
which gives them their zest and relish ?-
Thore is an utter itcongruity between
such scenes and fellowship iLli Goil.-
Let a child of God for once stray among
thei, one irhose heart still be.it with filial
love, and whosejoy consists in the presence
and feliorship of bis heavenly Father.-
Let him by woni or deed recal the thougit
of Hime who i lis chief joy, and, straigit-
way, the flowv of inirtih is clecked, the
just remains half utterei, a shadow darkens
every countenance, until seme one gathers
courage to inke, in a tone of rebuie, te
bold confession, tat ail such, things are
ori iof place t/are. l ndeed ! Th'it i
te far country, far from the fathers buouse,
#tvny from his presenîce and influence,
rhere ail things help to banisl the very
thougit of Hlim froin the heart: thtoe
dwelling them lotoc tu have it so, for ont
this depends tha ver% zest of ail their plea
bureo.

Life without God is sin in ils consuu-
aibh. Theumtensa îord, here translated 

"rioos iivingr," might bie ret:deredi "n l

s.lf.destroying life." The ien convefed
is tait of rasting life, not using9 it. WO
Ied not confine the miniîig te a life of

open riot, abandoned proligacy. These
are of cours intcluded in the idea of a
wvasted life, and hetart-npostacy froin God
is often cotisumiinated by such n lire. A
lifu wiuthout God, a Godes life, isemphnti-
cally a wasled and lost l(fr. Such a life
mnay be accompanied with honour amrong
me; it may leave you ail your energies
tl heap up riches, and you maay succecd;
it amay bo spent in coinpany wvith trops
of friends who cicer you on, but, without
God, Yeu have tiver risein te the concep-
tion of what lije really is. You are" wast-
ing your substance " It a little white
aIl shall b gone. In) forsaking God,
you givo up your plice in the Falther's
bouse, you sell your irthright.: and wiat-
over mîay bu that other portion you bave
chosen as the prico, sooper or Inter it shall
bo spent, the Vihole of it, and a great
oternity shtall romain boind, utterly un-
provided for.

We sec here thon the beginuing of sin
in the heartapostacy of the sinner, its pro-
cess in the gradual forsahing of God; and
its consuinnation in a life without God,
an ungodly life may net be characterised
by glaring sin. It mtay be alife adorned
with all outward proprietios, what mon call
a successful life, leading to worldly fortune
and hoeour, for "ien will praise tieo
when thon doest weil to tlyself." But
reader if your life is spent notfor God,
then enpbatically it is a wasted life, you
are destroyintg yourself.

And now, in successive stops, the misery
te wrhich sin leads is exhibited to us.-
Firbt,

TIrE usoiuIxa or Vaxr.

SAnd iien he bad spent al, there
arosw a mighty famine l that land, and
ie begmn te bc l anit." In a short time
ail lic had gathored together iasseattered
and vrasted. -Just t bat peint, giring
forco.to the sinilitudo, il is saii, ng tere
itraie a nighty faminle in that land," the
far country, far from the father's bouse.-
There i and munt alwavs be a famine
there, a hick of the true bread. the proper
nourishient for au itumortal soul. Per-
haps for a while and with largo means to
coiniand earthly pleasuros, there is little
sonse of %ant in the soul far from God.-
Pleasuro bas net yet paled upon the tate,
its full rotind has notyet been run. When
the banquot ls set, and the chosen guests
assotblcd, it is net the time for carking
care. The hall resounds with mirth, with
the song, and the 'est, and the light laught;

the shitadows fie away lu that bour f light
nid thoughtless gayty. 13ut the morning
light loolcs in ipot another acie. The
guests nre iled the rootstopl soinds hollow
in the ettpty hall; ttermnntits ofthe feast,
the extinquished tapers, the emtpty essoels,
are the relies of departed joys. The silent
void arounîd drives back the seul to com-
mtîuno vith itscf, and thon the seuse of
inward waet makes itselt felt. lu those
intervais of pileasure, when te soul, loft
te its own conpanionshiip, engages in the
unwonted exorcise of reflection, it begins
tofel toant. Those iutervals, te the seul
without God, are dull, dark seasons, fruit-
fui of sad thoughts and low spirits: for,
wien the soul thus turne vithin, it il
liko one passing through an empty ban-
queting iall; a dul and dreary void is ail
it fins. That seul bas 4, begu te o in
toant."

ItCcoUnSE rO F.ALs IlELP.

This li the next step in the progress o'f
the sinnor misery. When he began to.be
in want, this aposiate son " ent and
jnimed himnself te a Citizen of that country,
and lie sent him into bis fields te feod
swinle." H1e does net think of returning
te bis fatber'a house; lie seks help in bis
own way, persisting still in bis apostaay.
Ho dras closer the bonds of fellowship
with thoso who dwèll in that land of
famine. And uow that impatienco cöf
restraint, that lust for indopendence, whiéh
lad driven him from home, results-in the
vilet servitude. Thus is it with the soul
far from God. To drive- away the -duil,
aching souse of %tant, which he begins 'to
fuel, the sinner seeks a larger mensure of
those earthly Ileasures wybich have. thus
declared their insutliciency; lie drawvs
closer his conection with those who are
like-minded with himseilf; he over require
te tseek naew pleasures and new companaios-
ships; thse become absolute necessaries for
bita, lie IuIst have themt, te save him from
hiimnself, froin being loft alono with his
einpty soul; ho must bave them te keep
the sente of waut at arms length away.-
And tbus, the/reedom of sin, that liberly
for whiJh men forsake God, resolves Lm5±f
at the last into a bitter, a projfden, and
degraded servitude. For bis utmost efforts
cannot preserve him from the las stage of
ulisery.

UrraR DEsTTuzoN.

Sent mto the fields te fod swine, "ho
would fain have filled bis belly with th'e
husks which the swine did ont; and to
man gave unto him." Ho is loft by tbàà
ainongwhom ho dwells, whoso help'hé las


