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THE CHOPPER.

——
O tho chiapper Yok, throngh the bhiting cald,
Hies oif to s tabor earty,
And the sounding axe, with fastenrged whaoks,
Sots the rees g quaking mrely.

The wad rasy hldwv, and the drving snow
Sweep wild over il and vidley;

But he herds not thy I\:ln}t, as herce and fust
The blows fom his keen blade sally.

The sturdy oak quich Dows a1 his atroko,
And the prae makes obersanee lowly —

The maple and beech. their gum lengths atreteh
A lus feot, Iying vangquished wholly

And tise startled wowds, at his sotnding thads,
Retreat and vansh atflfsghted,

And when apring pomes agan. to clothe wood aud plain.

Shell be half of her fabor lighted.

Then lond tet us checr the brave pioneer—
May his axe ne'er be Tusty by sorrow,
And forlong years to come, in his foreat-won honie,

Fron his hie all its joys may e borrow,
4. Mel..

e

A VOLUNTEER OENS US-TAKER.

——————

I was not paid for ity or I would be the
very last man to complain of it. I did my
duty for the first time in my life (being a
lawyer) without a fee; and I at least have
tho right to speak about jt. ] can't have
been bound over to secresy, beeause I never
committed myself in writing : as to being re-
strained from feelings of honor and so forily,
there was not ohe word about that in the
Census paper feom .beginning to end.

The Artesian Rifle Volunteer Gompany in
our town were in distress for knickerbockers.
They had no money to buy them with, and it
was plain that they could.not defend their
hearths and homes in mere trousers., We
lawyers, therefore, agreed to deliver and call
for the. Consus papers without pecuniary re-
compense, in order that the mouey aliowed
by-Government for that purpose should be
set - aside: for procuring the indispensable
patriotic equipments, Thus it wasg that I be-

eame, ah:enumerator of the people.

ing the .commencemont of this duty, 1

LBy \FFiday, the 6th of April, the day.pre-
hég%_;iito feel'sbmewhat too overwhelmingly

- ZI}p'dii‘thé resultiof the Censui, 'we'lidd: beon

officially Informed, ‘would dépend t5s; figure.
A would make for the next
seven yed¥¥tin-the eyes ofithé woild, Na-
poleon 111 .would:be:decided. by it ag to
whetherit would- besexpedient to make a
dash at.the British smetropolis:or ‘not. . The.
i}mperbf of the:French; in.fact, was waiting
with band-on;hilt.for me! If the return I
sent up-should.be-indccurate, there -wis no
knowling what dire efifects might not spring
fromit. Ifunder the mark, the vory knicker-
bockers might not be turned: out from the
tailors!-hands: in time to repel invasion ; if
above' the mirk, the government of my
country.might be induced to take:some pre-
sumptuous step which‘our numerical strength

‘did. not-in :redlity warrant., I could, do

cghtpg@ag addition—pounds, shillings, and
rence—pretty.well ;. but as to enumerating

people=men, women, and children—I had
-aeyer-tried: my fingers at it, and distruated

my.powers. -Punch (the liquid) restored my’
self-confidence, but at night I had & tremen-

-dous nightmare. 1 dreamed thai T was one
‘of Mr. Babbage's calculafing-;nachines, with
A pebble in my.interior,

putting all the ma-
‘chinefy oiit of ordef,

*“Mhéry Were some himdreds of houses in-

‘Qiﬁfdeg.’lﬁ'tﬁyj‘.p‘arilbujaf‘ beat, and soveral of
‘thetd W 7

[ ‘Wefe ery ‘quebr omes. A ¢ sporting
pﬁﬁhc ""¥aq ofle 'of ‘thém, Whero the money
fé’g‘_ﬁfmi&fﬁﬁc]iing"p'rize-ﬁglifs was alweys ad-
vertsed o b« ready " in disrespectablo
newapapers, atid id the backyard of whics,
all' dorts ‘of fhiqities wero -said to go on,
glass-of ‘spirits placed be-
iWéen -¢ach- couple of ping, was, by com.
LT i ok 4 L e . -
parisok; b dea¥ 0g-room'amuseinent -there;
while dogifiphitlag was & Udily practice. It
way o plube; in’ sbort; which, i 1 had iny own
way, shiould hdve'Heeadovelied'ss thie carth,

and the site of it sﬁ%ﬁt‘w} th gdn powder ; ono
which the ‘nii}itary shiould “Lave Been called

in to clear with Eafrohe;is fixed, and without
L Poomo. 5.?4‘"*"‘_‘ K . ro o
regard to-58xX or aje; ¥ b -
"YétthoiThreslegged Duck, 1, a3a numberer

-of itie People, wasibound té entérithat morn.

48831 Who atithé‘same matittindldhur was

. ushally.ipat o> Courthogse; inva whitc
:éravat, -pleading-<With an artificial bead-of

Cotat st gl i s
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sense of i;s\importgnée;. :
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pulzory exercise—from public life; and an
fore fraught with peculing embarrassment

a coal-black pipe, and witht oue of his+eyes,
as ustal, in mourning, and watehed me as |
came up the sireet, performing my afficinl
duties, with a swdonie leer, I @id not
waste my time upon him with any reference
to the beauty of the day, or the general
mildness of the season, bt at once present-
ed the document with which | was charged.

“No,” said be, waving mo away with a

never takes papers from anybody’s—not I,
How do I know as it mayn’t be & writ
Y1t is the Census paper, Mr, Barnes.”
“How do I know whether that aint a lie,
now " replied that gentleman, « Why, your
very trade is lying '— it was thus ho spoke
of 1lic honourable profession of barrister-nt-
law—“and you know it is; no onc bettar.
I say, Sambo »

At these words, an crormous negro-—the
darkness of whose visage was much ihtensi-
fied by a huge strip of white plaster, san-
guineous at the edges, which crossed it dig-
gonally-——came out of the bassage, bringing
with him (in addition to the aroma peculiar
to his race) a gush of perfumie from the
house, the combined fragrance of many ends
of bad cigars, and of remaing of flat, but
doubtless not unprofitable beer,

* Trachs be blowed I” was hLis observation
upon catching sight of the Censys paper.
“A man and a brother,” ho had doubtless
often been the object of misplaced mission-
ary cffort. .

“It ig the Census paper; my good friends,”
said I, in a tone of conciliation; although,
I confess, my.heart was not oxactly yearn-
ing towards either of them, The bldack raan

Shewed hig teethima mw e e 1"‘:“!'
as the knuckles of the boiler *had spaged.”

ey,

The landlord expectorated contemptuously,
* ~%Ahd suppose,” said' he, #I don't choose
to'take fn the paper

“You will be fincd five pounds,” returned
I, with some little warmth,

‘* And suppose I don't' pay {t ¥
he, with increased insolenco,

“ Then you'll go to jail, as you did before
auswered I in a rage,

I never shall forgot the demoniacal changs
that came over that man's countenance—
and, he had not been pretty. before. Hig
black eye in particular seemed to bo shot
with a malicious green,

 Very well,” remarked he witlt ealm fero-
city; * you know him now, Sambo, You'll
not forgot him. All right. You'll know
what to do with him, I think, when oppor-
tunity offers. Good. I don’t think you'll
cver come round with another Census paper,
Mr. Counsel,”

It-was evident that the ruffian wag darkly
hinting that I should meet with g violent
death within tho next ten years; but. [
smiled -contemptuously upon him and his
myrmidon as he took the paper, and pro-
ceeded with my duty clsewhere, although
perhaps in a somewhat lower siratum of
animalspirits. Ishould have been still more
desponding, if-I had foreseen my reputation
as well as my lifo was to be endangeied
through that interview It has since beon
averred that I delight in.low company, and
have become a habitual drunkard ; for I was
Been 6n & Saturday morning, befrro cleven;
“ coming out-of the Z%rec-legged Duclke.”
nor was the circuimstance wanting. to the
falschood, for it is added, *and wiping his
mouth with the back of hiz hand

Again, but a fow doors further on, my
moral character was exposed to another
shock of a dilférent but not legs distressing
nature I wasreddeavoring to impress the
impertan¢e.of my dMcial. mission upon tho
unintelligent domestic-of Miss Macstinger—
& lady of- uncertals. age,’but unmistakeibly
{r'm-the northe—when lier mistress; leating:
- uver the balusters of tho stairs,

inq_ui:ed

-

hair—the purest interests of juatico and
civitisation, 1 had oner, too, been person-
ally instrumental in getting Mr. Hookey
Barnes, the landlord, convicted of some
offence, which confined him to a year's pe-
tircment — combined with healthf.1 but com-

interview with that gentloman was thore-

lJe was standing at his own door, smoking

gesture of disgust; “not if I knows it. I

(in the Aberdeen tongue) that no followors
were allowed in Zer house, and least of all
at that time in the morning, to the hindranee
of work. She adled that I had better he
ufly since the policeman’liad already got his
otders to keep an oye on me, this not heiny
the frst time, by many, that she had watcl)-
ed me lurking about the house with amatory
intentions, Bven when I had explnined
to this dreadful woman the real ei: cnmstan-
ces of the ease, she was by no means to be
driven from hor first position. “1It's all
verra weel, young man; but I dinea fa’ under
this heading”- and she pointed to a column
of the Census paper—“f am nehiher deaf
nor btind; and ' thank you to leave var
Jeario alane for the future.”

She talked so loud, and seemed so iho-
roughly to believe in her own scantltlons
suspicions, that the perspiration stood upon
my forchend ere I left her door, IHavin gy
strip of garden at the back of her house, and
engaging a boy to weed it once g fortuight,
sho set those circumstances (as T afterwards
discovercd) down in her Return, as the
Statement of her position in life as an em-
ployer of labor., Also, there being plenty
of room in the document, after she had de-
scribed therein herself and veanie, she oc-
cupled it with some severe strictures upon
the government for supposing it possible
(as it did by the terms o the paper) that
anybody belonging to her should be cither
travelling or out at work upon a Sabbath
evening.

This lady's Return was, however lucid
and practical, compared with that of some
houscholders of her seyx 7 one of whom lhad
the temerity to put « Engaged,” and another
“‘interesting,” under the head of Condition,
Like Miss Maestinger, the majority of them
seemed to be averse to leave dny unoccupied
space in tho record, and filled it up with
domestic inteliigence that was Ly no means
required; or furnished ug with voluntary
contributions to these Houschold beriis,
in portions of thejr past biographivs, s,

“Formierly in. good circuinstances,” or
L ; -
soain tha Tate o

“—nrﬁ-'

10w in'England for-educational purposes.”

Thie Babies' wére gct down ag g
because they had léarned to 8ay Pap-pap,
““in the course of regular tuition at home.”
It is certain that the gentle sex took no
littlo pride in the matier, and enjoyed mak-
ing the Return—with the exception of one
particular column—more than houscholders
walo, At one house, in particular, I had a
great deal of difficulty in persuading o fo-
male that it was her husband’s duty, snd not
hers, to comply with the government requi-
sitlons ; at last, she sent for her inferior half
from somewhere below stairs, where | fancy
she generally kept him, and informed him of
the honor that had been thrust upon him,
He took me into hig « study "—which was
painfully neat and orderly, except that it had
gome female garments airin g before the fire—
and there received Yy instructions ag fo
how hewas to procced. To sim soor creature,
the filling up of the Return, vag a8 a problem
paper. Yenrsof tyranny, I think, had soften-
ed the martinl brain, He chuckled, however,
athaviog to style himself Head of the Family,
It was a privilege, ho said, that had not be-
fallen him for the last ten years—that is,
since the last numbering of the people.

“ There's ske," said he, pointing tewards
tho door (behind which it is my belisf that
she wag listening), * and there’s my mother-
indawl” Ije meant, poor fellow, thdt there
were two at least in that houschold who
exceeded him in dignity.

I'behold other tomestie Scenes of an nlmogt
equally distressing character; but 1 forbear
to discloso them.  The memory of them, in-
deed, is obliterated, or at leagt much im-
paired by o misfoctune that overtook myself;
The cnumerators of the people are not ex-
empt fiom the terrific operations of the
Census in their own homes, There is an old,
8 ‘middle-aged lady residing in my house,
who is & Fundholder of suspicioug teinpora-
ment. We havo expéctations from her;.and
it is'of course most important that ske ghall
never be put out of humor. Sho was,64 at
tho laat Census —I mean sho returned'hers,clf}

informed me"

at thit ago—~nand therefore it was almost.ng

oo P " e OB o ) Jﬁ@?&)—%‘:ﬁ
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r Miss Nuggey,
birtinlny 7

pen an hawd, “ Wall, my dea
and what was your age lngt

HSixty-six ¥ said sho,

Fknew her pretty we
but I did not give her credit for Buch aud,.
city, It w g really going & litide oy fur
—or va.her not far crough by at Yeasy i
jenrs,

“Why, you must bave becn born fn leay.
yeary then, Miss Nugget, and only had ,
hirlh(luy onee in four years,)” snid I in my
cheerful humoroug mamner. “ Sty my
good Indy—is that scriously your Retuey 7!

‘I3 this your toturn, sir,” cried the iy, 4
fury, “for all that I have done, nud all 1y
{ have inlended to o for youwand yours? |
will let you know, sir, that | am not a per.
son—although I may not be perhaps wing
you may choose to consider young —to bie ip.
sulted with impunity »

I, 1 flattered my Jy

With that sho flounced out of the room,
and into her own chnmber— where she keeps
her will, 1 know ~ and thero she lns remiingd
for the inst cight-and-foity hours How it
will all end, goodneds knows, I reiurieq
hei at 56, and hallooed through hier keyhole
that I Lad done s0; but she answe:ed noth.
ing, and has made no sign of recouncilintion
up to this date  If the worst comes to the
worst—thst is to suy, if she leaves her money
to my brother's chuldren— it will bo £5,000
lost 10 me and mine on account of a Census
paper.  Poor satisfuction will jt be to me

Atifatt;]

¢holars,"|

then to know that 1 helped to procure knicker-
bockers for a rifle company, 1 had not the
heart to collect 1he papers myself upon Mon-
day morning, but accompant d my clerk
upen that duty, PFor my part. I had had
quite enougl of counting people, — Chuyin-
kers's Edinburgh Journal, Y
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ADOBE HOUSES,

In the western new world men haveo
adopted thoe kind of building used in the
carliest Orient. The children of Isracl re-
belled becuuse they were, not only set fo

building adobe houses ang pyramida, but
B e et R v U LU DA K G M err

Iabor pnin{qﬂ to them, .
No"cheaper-houses can be mado than the
adobe., When the season ig favorable, tle
builder takes good stiff clay and k;nending
into it straweqr omitting it if nono can bo
had-—makes large blocks, rather than bricks,
which be dries in .the sun. In a, tropical
climate these soon becomo very hard. They
are then built tugether with o cley mortar-
ing, and tho outside ig thickly whiteswashed.
It is worth while to cull. the attention of
farmers and others to this style of* building.
Different combinationg of clay, lime and
gravel have been used with.great success of
late years to form blocks of solid mortar or
of artificial stone. We have heard of a
farmer who, with the assistance of one man,
by devoting a single half hour every morn-
ing to the work, found himself in two or
threo months jn possession of sufficient hard-
ened blocks to buila o, goodly house. For
the sills, facings and ornaments, blocks can
be made of a combination of blood clay and
lime with sand, which becomes very hard,
The material is poured into common heard
boxes of the size required, and suffered to
harden,

In ancient times this cheap- and effective
adobe building was very extensively prac-
tised, and way bo again when men discover
that country-houses may be better and moro
cheaply made by it than from an g other ma-
terial. The walls can be nado of any thick-
nhess, keeping out cold in winter-and ‘heat in
Summer, as no brick or wooden houses could
do. The vast cities of the Enst-—Babylon,
Ninevelr and others—were all,, we. believe,
adobo built. Bitumen was; however, used
for coment in‘those cdifices; ‘

Bashfulness is not so mneh the effdet of an
ill eduention, ns tho proper gift and provi-
siod of 8, wise nature. Evory gtato of lifo
hags its own set of manners, that ig.suited ‘to
It:and.best becomes it, ‘Eachis beautiful to
its denson-§and you might,ng well- quarrol
with tho. child’y rattle, and;-advence him
dirccﬁy to'the"boys top and marbles; as ox-

- matter of form thiat'l gatd Playfully, with: fidedcer of riper age..

5

pect.from o diffident, youth thosmanly con-
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