
MEDICAL SCIENCE

îvhiskcy-wliicli is usually litrest-for the rich,
champagne.

12. Gonçves/io;i qi7i.Ap sinapisîîi to nape
of nieck; nîtstarci bath to feet and linibs and
putrge siiartl>'.

1 3. Grl-/(-abes. -- Th'lis condition, whicli is only
found iii rachitic chljdren, is, wve think, alinost the
oiily cause of laryngismnus stridulus or iîîternal
convulsions. Any, pressure on the brain thlrougli
the softened portions of dlie cramiaI I)oiis causes
tlîe spasin. 'f'lie saine treatient shoulci 1e pur-
stîed during the spasni as reconimeîided above for
congestion of the brain, as tlîe principal danger is
frouî cerel)ral congestion. 'l'len treat for racliiris.
ht is because racliitiq is always as',ociated with
tlîis disease tliat we id tlîe uine of treatinent
adviscd-change of air, nutritious diet, Cod liver
ou,) etc., to 13e of sucli benefàt.

1 4. Piteumwnia atthe abex ofter, lias, as a symiptom
ini childreri, Convulsions. You wvill be able to e
cogîiize i' b)' the physical sîgnis.

Ca/an-l/wl piiei(monilis, wlicli is usuail)' pre-
cedefi by bi onchitis, andi occurring oftener uncler thîe
age of threc ),car~s, requires stinîulatingr treatnient.
Ami. carl). andl stimlants. An opiatec, as comipound
tiîîct. of il)ecac, nia)' 13e aclced to tlîe cougli mixture,
if child is restlcss. Tionics and nutritious diet, with
freqient chanige of position to avoid liypostasis.

G;-oos biielltilionl/i., wîitl whîch, iii thic Ire-
senit instance, %ve have mîore to do, comîes on
sucldenly, not gradually as catarrhîal. 'F'lic onset
usually being w itli a cold or chili iii the adult, gives

I)lace to convulsions iii the chîild. If seeîî at first
or witliin a fcw hiours, give an enietic of il)ecac
(Trousseau) .it is îîot of an)' use after the
disease lias thorougiriv set iii. Give aconite as a
cardiac sedative, w'itli tonics and îiutritious diet.

15. J';-essut-e on ihe blrai;i, froni clironic liydrocepli-
alus, tubercular tuniors, or syphilitic guninia. Our
space is not sufficient to take these up, auid they
need iwerely be mîentioned to be guarded against:
(a) hydrocephalus, 'vîth its round enlargenient
of tue hîcad; (b) tubercular tuiors, the strumous ap-
pearance aîîd enlarged cervical glands, witli the
li istor>' ; (c) sypliilitic gumnia, the enlarged epitroch.
lear glanîds and history. In thîe last w'e have a
specific iii pot. iodide.

We have not taken up the niany instances w'here
convulsions occu r-as above ni entionedi-in place
of chilI, at the outset, and delirium during the

course of the different contaii0us fevers, as in thiese
instanice3 the convulsions are puieIl' syniI)tOliatiC,
andi do not particularly affect the course of the dis-
case. But in th'o case of nieningyitis, ce rebro-spinal
fever, and pneurnonitis, where the finil success 'of
tho treatment depends on thie recognition of the
nature of the malady iii its first stages, %Ve hiave given
as maran, data as possible ÏM svciî small space.

W. B. N.

NEUROLOG'(.

What is rN[arve Force.
(Feroii ail addross by Priof. 1-. P. Bowuitcii, Boston.>

0f ail the funictions of the nervous systeni, the
onie %which at first sight %vould ;cem miost accessible
to investigation, is that of nerve fibre itself.
With, the discoveries of Du Bois Rayniond, flie
hope arose that nerve activity might be explainied
as an electrical plieîîoîîenon *.........lie import-
ant facts which forbici the identificationî of nerve
force vith electricity are the absence of an insulat-
ing sheath on the nerve fibre, the slowv rate at %vhich
the nerve foi-ce is transmnitted, and the effect of a
ligature on a nerve in preventing the passage of nerve
force %vhile not interfering wItit that of electricity

*..In studying the nature of nierve force two
alternatives present themiselves. WVe ria> conceive
the iml)ulse to 13e conducted througli the nerve
fibre by a series of retrograde chemical changes in
the successive molecules of nerve substance, the
change occurring in one portion of the fibre acting
to 1)roduce a similaxr change in the neighl)oring
portion. ... ... his theory niay be called the
disc/ia y gi.ï,ý;g îo/kesis. ... On the other hand,
wve nia)' conceive that the nerve force is transmitted
froininmolecule to niolecule by sonie sort of vibra-
tory action, as sound is transmitted through a
stretched %vire. . . . This inay be called tlhe

kinelie (motion) t/zeoy."
With flhe disclzai:ging li)y25thiesis we '.ould neces-

sarily have issockýced production of heat and evi-
dence of clheiiicîl change, and graduai dimiinution
of energy on continuance of the stimuiilation ; while
with the kinetic theory ive wvould expect absence
of ail of tfli oving particles whichi are endowed
%vith elasticity. WThat are the resuits of experiment
îvith regard to each of rl1esei

(a) Gheinicai changes ini ner-ves.-The only evi-
dence adduced of this lias been the statenient by
Funke and otliers, that tlie normal aikaline condi- I
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