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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MORPHINE AND CODEINE
AND HEROIN."

A short time ago the Board of Health of the City of New York
promulgated an ordinance provi*'ng that “no cocaine or salt of cocaine,
and no morphine or salt of morphine, either alone or in combination with
other substances, shall be sold at retail by any person in the City of New
Yorlk except upon the prescription of a physician.” Immediately every
druggist in the city stopped the sale of all preparations containing any
derivative of opium, and raised such a furore that the Acting Commis-
sioner of the Board of Health felt called upon to explain what every
druggis, ought to have known, viz.: that “Heroin and Codeine are not
salts of morphine, and therefore are not included in the proscribed list.”

In order to make this matter perfectly clear, the following on the
subject of opium is submitted for the information of the many wno have
been laboring under the misapprehension that Codeine and Heroin are
salts of -opium or of morphine. .

Opium, besides wax, fat, glucose, gum, pectin, resin, etc., contains
about 20 alkaloids, amony them being morphine, codeine, thebaine, nar-
ceine, papaverine, pseudc-morphine, narcotine, etc., all occuring in varying
amounts according to the grade of opium. While morphine is an
analgesic, it does not follow that Trebaine is an analgesic simply because
it is also derived from opium. One might equally as well say that Ace-
tanilid and Diamond Dyes have similar therapeutic effects, because both
are derived from coal tar. Heroin, as is well known to every druggist, is
a synthetic preparation, and is not an alkaloid of opium. There are no
salts of opium; there are active principles or alkaloids from which, by
the addition of acids, salts are formed, which become, not salts of opium,
but salts of morphine, salts of codeine, etc. All chemists know this, and
all druggists probably know it, but fear of transgressing the law made the
New York druggists take a position contrary to that which their know-
ledge of chemistry would indicate to be the correct one. Codeine and
Heroin are not salts either of opium or of morphine, the one being an
active principle and the other a synthetic compound. Furthermore, mor-
phine and codeine have widely different properties, codeine being entirely
devoid of the evil effects of morphine, not locking up the secretions or
causing constipation ; and the codeine habit is a thing unknown in medi-
cal literature. In fact, all authorities agree that codeine does not create
habit. ,
From all the above we glean the following facts:

1. Opium and derivatives »f opium, except mor}.hine and its salts are
not in the proscri};ed list under the regulation of the New York Board of
Health. K

2. Codeing; and Heroin are not salts of opium.

3. Codeing and Heroin are not salts of morphine.—Apothecary and
New England Druggist, October, 1910.
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