
MED'D~AL .1UWORD.

bccur readily ' dring the first and even' seCond
dentitiàn from I'ight causes, this is- a r6ason for
apprehending the subsequent occurrence of
-epilepsy. . Habit is such ,a influential factor in
deternining, attacks of nervous diseases that we
m ay well be solicitous regarding its power here.

° Th•'tie'atmént ôf convulsions has in importance
dëtermined entirely by the cause of the, seizures.
Js the' attack merely an excited! state of theý spasm
..cntre .from simple. peripheric :irritation ?. Has

he child. eaten some indigestible food ? Are there
'vorms,' irritating foods, scybali, etc in the intes-
tinal éanal ? "s' there a stone in the bladder, pre-
putial irritation; or other source of irritation in the

:genito-urinary :tract'? Has sufficient urine been
pAgsed, and is the grine albuminous ?, Is, ai acute
disease beginning, and is feyer present ? Has thé
child passed through an illnèss recently,' espeêialiy
êf 'scarlatiia or whoopingicough? 'Is thé child
emaciated ? Has'the child, rickets ? ' The treat-
nent is, much influenced bythe answers to these

guestions. Causes of irritation must be. at once
remove.d' by emetics, purgatives, vermifuges, etc.,
as required. Then follow the measures to allay
4he excitability of the 'spasn cenitrè ; bromide of
ýpotassium, chlorai hydrate. and the 'inhalation.of
ciloroform. When time presses, the last-mentioned
expedient bas great value. It.is isometimnes ad,
vised to administer ether inistead of chloroforin,
b'this suggestion indidates a fa ilure to appreciate
the excitant'qualities of the 'former.- Chloroforn½
is well borne by, children,.and is more effective
,than ether. Chloral, by the recturp, renders, an

service. Jt. is safe in the case 'f
children it is' efectivé, ind, 'although fnot s'
frompt, is more 'sustained inacidtiona thain chfôro-
form. Bromide'of potassium is most -'useful after
consciousness is. restored toiprevent, future or im-
pending attacks, or to, allay the excitement,
inuscular twitching, etc.. which m.ay indicate the
Onset of convulsions. When swlldwing is inpos>
'sible, bromide 'f'a3? also be given' by enema,-and'it
nay be combined with chloral for all of the pur-

poses to which the latter is applied. If.tlie surface
ýs cold, the circulation feeble, and the skin dry,
the child should be put in a bath ioo' Fahr. ' If
the same conditions exist'in a moist ànd 'ciamrny
skin, dry heat should be-used, the articles affôrding
it having a temperature of 100 9 also. If,'on the
other hand, the temperature of the child is.,high,
reachig 1o3 , 104, or io, or more, the cold
bath; ôr the cold wet pack'should be einploye'd
'witho'ut hesitation. The chafactet of the' bath
prescribed will necessarilybe affectcd bythe state
gfthe urinary secretion. If it is .neçesary to corn-
pensate in an increased action of-the skin for the
diminished activity of the k'idneys, a warm or
vapor 'báth' may be necèssay,' ' If alÈurnin'uria
exists, and the urine 'is iery scanty, the convul-
sions being 'distinctlyuremicý, a very. 'powerfui
action, qf theship, 1mant lesegured, tn4this:can.be
affected by no measure so successfully as 1? Y il
carpine. There can be no doubt of the g té

gôod accomplished by, this reinedy. under.. thes
circumstances, but any:prudei piactitioner v i1
avoid inducing a dangerous'cardiac. depressionàby
.the, use, of large doses. Compensation for* the
diminished urinary secretion ,can also be obtained
by free catharsis.

We should not fail to inent ion the remarkabl.e
results obtained by' Loonis' 'indases of urminic
convulsions, bythe hypodermatic -injection 'of full
doses, ofmorphia. Although such t'-tment has
been applied to adults only, and r. be inadmis-
sible in children, it throws ' light ïn the thera-
peitical diagnôsis.' In the sii'lest cases, alm.ost
no treatment 'may be required. A'child hs ea ft
an' indigestible meal, has a convu]sian, and.vomitt
freely.. The stomach enptied, the; neryoussdi
turbance.ceases, but it is always well in such cases
to Precribe soine bromide ofptas'siun' to allay
the reflex irritability and the 'excitement of: ihe
spasm centre.- Here, as under all circunstances,
no treatruent should be institited. that is, not the
result of a careful surv.ey andajogical deductiQr
from the facts.-Medicat 2ews Editorial.
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THE COLLECTIVE -INVESTIGATION OF

bISÈASE..K

lle British M Aedic Association has recently
ina a scheme for the collective invcstga
tic n of disease, which bids f'ur to become a decided
success. Professor Humphrey of Cambridge in
his Presidential address of 188o so earnestly advo
cated thé meits of tollective investigation that
steps were imnmediately taken to carry out his sue
gesti ois.- ,îty-fotr Committees inbluding fron
eigp hundred 'to a thousand'of ihe leading prac-
titoners of -3ngland, Scotland' and Ireland, h1ave
alreaçly oranised to rose:ute the work, and cards
of enmr issue concerning acute pneunonia
c à,ea àcùte rThûrni tii, contion of p Î'i


