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ihrown into mourning and distress by this fcarful scource. The practice
of vaccination was,at first, strenuously opposed by certain parties in En-
gland ; but, in a few vears it becane unversal throughout Europe and
America, and sone parts of Asia, and the discoverer wav every wbere
lauded as a benefactor of his kind. lioculation was niow almost altoge-
iher thrown aside. Soule persous, however, continuing to prefer it to
vaccination, a law was passed by the Iajperial Parliaient, ii the year
1S40, prohibiting the. practice ofI inoeulatng with the matter cf smnall
pox throughout England and Ireland, nder heavy penalties.

It is a smnzacr fact that, while countries abroad have adopted a dif-
lerent course, in Great Britain, where ihe protuctivc virtues of the vue-
eme virns werc first discovered, no guvernnental action alis been taken,
until lately, for the purpose ofmaking the practice of vaccination obliga-
torv England and France arc thc only tw o countries in Europe where
vaccination is left to the option of p.arents or individuals. A bill, how-
ever, has beci recently brouglit bcfore the bouse cf Lords, by Lord
Lyttleton, and ordered to be rend the third time, for the purpose of ex-
teniing the practice of vaccination in England. In this bill his lordship
does not interfere in any way with the act now in ibree, butrather seeks
to extend its provisions. The law, as it exists ut prcsent, emDpowers the
iuardian of every Union to contract with a medical nian to perforai vac-
cinaâion on the clildren ofall who choose te avail thenselves of tbe op-
pertunity. Ilis lordship, in addition to this, would nake vaccination
conipulsory by pecuniary penalties, as now obtains in Ilanover, Bavaria,
aund Sweden. Some very striking statistics were bronglht hefore the no-
tice of the house, shewing the marked infreuquency of snall pox in those
countries where through the stringency of the laws,persons were obliged
to guttheir children vaccinated,aind the obvious effect which vaccination
has on the multiplication or declination of the discase in proportion to its
restriction or extension. " The average of deatlhs," said his lordship,
.from small pox out of every 1000 dcaths fron all causes wit .in the bills
of mortahty were in the 10 years preceding 1760, 100 ; 1770, 108; 1780,
!8 ; 1790, 87 ; 1800, 88; 1810, 64 ; 1820, 42 ; 1830, 32; 1840, 23; 1830,
16. If lie caie to particutlar cases, lie found that Mr. Sivett of Wels
mentioned a village in which there had been no small pox since 1837. In
Chelsea Royal Military Asvlurm, in 48 yeurs, on an aggrc gate of 31,705,
not one death had oceurred fron small pox after vaccination, main only
4thur froi second attacks of unvaccinated persons. In Ahniedabad. in
Hombay, wlere vacciuation was introduced in 1817, it becaine general
in 1825 and simall pox lad since been unheard of. In ILIanov(r, in 1811,
of 45,830 deaths, there were only cight from snall pox. In Denmark,
ut one period small pox had entirely disappeared, so universal wus tlh
practice of vaccination,"


