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thrown into mourning and distress by this fearful scourge. The practice
of vaccination was,at first, strenuously opposed by certain partics in En-
cland 5 but, in a few veuars it hecame wmversal throuzhout Eurcpe and
Amenica, and some parts of Asia, and the discoverer waa every where
Jauded as a benefuctor of hus kind.  Inoculution was now almeost altoge-
ther thrown aside.  Sowe persous, however, centinuing to prefer it to
vaceination, a luw was passed by the Liaperial Parliament, in the year
1810, prohibiting the practice of inoculating with the matter of small
pox throughout England and Ircland, wider heavy penalties.

It is a smanlar fact that, while countrics abroad have adopted a dif-
lerent course, in Great Britain, where the protective virtues of the vuc-
cine virns were first diseovered, no governmental action has been taken,
until lately, for the purpose of making the practice of vaceination obligu-
tory  Engtud and France are the only two countries in Europe where
vaccination 1s left to the option of parents ur individuals. A bill, how-
ever, has been reeently brought before the house of Lords, by Lord
Lyttleton, and ordered to be read the third time, for the purpose of ex-
tending the practice of vaceination in England.  In this bill his lordskhip
does net iuterfere in any way with the act now in fuvree, butrather secks
to extend its provisions.  The law, as it exists at piesent, cinpowers the
suardian of every Unijon to contract with a medical man to perform vac-
cinadon on the children of all who choose te avail themselves of the op-
portunity.  1Ds lordship, in addition to this, would muke vaccinaticn
compulsory by pecuniary penaltics, as now obtains in Hanover, Bavaria,
und Swedeu.  Some very striking statistics were bronght before the no-
tice of the house, shewing the marked infrequency of small pox in these
countries where through the stringeney of the laws, persuns were ob'iged
to gettheir children vacecinated, and the obvious effect which vaecination
has on the multiplication or declination of the discase in proportion to its
restriction or extension.  “ The average of deaths,” suid his lordship,
-« from small pox out of every 1000 deaths from all canses wit .in the bills
of mortality were in the 10 years preceding 1760, 100 ; 1770, 108; 1780,
985 1790, 87; 1800, 88; 1810, 643 1520, 42; 1830,32; 1840, 23 ; 1830,
16. If he caine to particular cases, he found that Mr. Sivett of Wells
mentioned a village in which there had been no small pox since 1837. In
Chelsea Raoyal Military Asylum, in 48 years, on an aggrczate of 31,703,
not one death had veenrred frum small pox after vaceination, and only
fuur from second attacks of unvaccinated persons. In Ahmedabad. in
Bombay, where vaceination was introduced in 1817, it became general
in 1825 and simall pox had since been unheard of.  In anover, in 1847,
of 43,830 deaths, there were only cight from small pox. In Denmark,
ut one period small pox had entircly disappeared, so universal was the
vractice of vaccination,”



