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become accidentally mixed vith it; but it was found to be powder has been reported by Mr. Griffiths, (Medical Gazette,
pure. MarcIh, 1844.) About ten grains of Dover's povder werc given

It is net improbable, from the symptoms and the inflamed state by mistake to an infant seven weeks old, and it died in twenty.
of the stomach, that the salt acted here as an irritant poison ; and four hours afterwards. The following ts an account of the post.
the fact of its being an innocent iedicine in smtall doses appears mortem appearances. The countenance was placid, and the
to be no sound objection to titis view ; for the sanie circuinstance fingers of both hands were firnly contracted. On operîng ithe ab.
is observcd with respect to many substances, the poisonous pro- donen, the colon was scen to be distended with fiatus ; the spken,
perties of which cannot admit of dispute. Some have ascribed kidneys, and intestines werc lealthy ; Ihe liver gorged with blood
the irritant properties of ihis and other saline nedicines-such as the stornach contained a very small quanthy of colourless viscid
crcam of tartar, in large doses-to their insolubility, and to the mat.er. Tle inner coat was vascular ; and ut the great curva.
fine spicula of the powdercd sait. acting mechanically upon the ture, as well as in other parts, were smuall pateles of highly in.
mucous membrane of the stomach. This explanation does not jecteil vessels. The lungs wcre gorged with blood ; the upper
appear sufficient: Ist, because somte of these saline medicines, lobes being infiltrated with a greenish seruti. The pericardituma
when taken dissolved-such as alum and nitre-have bad a simi- was vascular, and contained about a drachm of fluid. The right
lar action; and, 2d, the effects are very different, and far more auricle was cjpty ; the lcft ventricle conamined some thin fluid
rapidly fatal than in those cases wlere înechanical irritants-sucih blood, and a manli coagulum. The snuses of the dura mater
as tine sand or iron filings-have been taken. Il short, theje is were filled with dlark coagula ; the surface of the brain appeaired
no doubt that if the sane qu;antity of he sailt were taken perfectly covered bv a complete netvork of vessels, distended witlh ligif
dissolved in water, it woulu have an equally irritant ethi-et , and colonred blond. On the surface of each posterior lobe of the ce.
sulphato of potash bas been known to cet in tis way, when rebrun, sligbt extravasation had taken place. 'T'le brain was
taken in divided and therefore very soluble déses. A case in soft, and the diffirence of colour betwecn the gray and white
which it thus proved fatal in two hours, is reported in the Anna'e mnatter barelv discrnible. 'he vessels in the substance of the
d'iygiène, April, 1842. According to Mr. Mowbray. edical ibrait were gorged with blood, presenting, on scction, a thickly.
Gazette, v. 33, p. 54, sulphate ;of pitash is a sait muoenà enployed studcd appearnce-the spots of a deep dill red, and in nanv
in France as a popu!ar abortive. IIe quotes several instances in places co·lvscinigr. Thîere was a smail quantity of fluid in eacli
which, in large doses, it produced severe symptoms, resembling ateral ve aricle, and on the flour of each were large distended
those of irritant poisoning, and even death. Ili one case, twi biood.vessels. Ther was serouns effusion on the surface and at
drachms acted powerfolly ; and in another, that lil tander his the base of thte brain, to Ihe amiount of about lialf an ounce. The
own observation, four drachîns of the sait, administired to a lady contents off the stomach vere carefully aualysed, but neither mer.
after her confin-mient, had ail the etlects of an irritant poison. phia nor mieconic acid could be detected.
The case of Haynes is the first instance in which, I b ileve, it ls This case is interesting in several particulars. In the first place
publicly kenv te have proved fatal in England; and it shows it is surprising that so young an itfant should have lived se long
that substances, conmonly regarded as innocent, may give rise after taki,.g a dose equivalent to one grain of opium. Making
to important questions In toxicology. every alloawance for the great vascularity of the brain i. young

NAROTIc POISONS. subjects, it appears fron tIe inspection, that the opium liad lîere
Opita.-It lias been frequently obsrered, in cases of poisoning affecte.d that organ, and caused a general congestion as well as

by titis drutg, that the individual has recovered frome the first effusion and slii!ht extravasation, wchl lust condition is some
symptoms, and lias then iad a relapse and died. Tiere is soine what rare in poisoning ly opni.um, The non-detection of the poison
medico.legal interest connected with ibis stite, wiich bas Ieen in the coitenis of the stomach was suifficienedy accounted for bîy
called secondary asphyxia froi opium, althougli ther.. inpars the small g;tntitv of opium in the Dover's powder, and by the
be no good reason for givimg to it this namer. It Decen lier, 1843, lengtli ofi tiue which thie child survived. The opium contaiiied
a gentleman swallowed a qantity of L..udanum, and was fouiid in ten grins of Dover's powoer is equivalent only lo about the
labouring under the usual symptouts. Tie greater part of the %wentieli of ;t grain of niorphiu, and probatily about the same pro.
poison was remaved frein the îtonaclh by the puip ; and he s> portion of mccotiic acid. It is extrctaly rare that opium is found
far recovered from his insensibility, us to be able to ente' ino in the stotiachs of young elildren poisoned by small doses.
conversation with the surgeon ; but a relapse took place, andl h- Dr. J. 13, Beck lias lately published, in the New York Jonrnal
died the following night. It is net improbable thtat, in titese of Medicine, same excellent remaarks i poi the effects of opium on
cases, death may be occasiored by e portion of the poison whiclh tie infant subject. lie shows thsat while titis drug has a much
has heen carried by the atisorbents into the system. greater elfect on ait infant in consequence of the greater impressi.

Recovery fron a large dose wcithout voniting.-A csse oc- bility of the nervous system, than on an adult, it is at the same
curred at the Westminster HoFpital, in Docember, 1843, (Laneî't, time mucht more uncertain in its operation, and thus is liable te
Dec. 1843,) in which a woman, Stat. 25, was brought into that prove fatal in very smail doses. Aiong the instances which ho
institution while labouring utnder the symptoms of poisoning by bas accuiiulated, illusstrative of the powerful action of the drug,
opium. She wvas perfectly comatose, the features devoid of ex- lie mentions ine wiere a Youtg child was narcotized by fitteen
pression, the lips purple, and the ipils contracted to the size of t drops of paregorie elixir. Tiis cssay lias been re-published in the
pin's head. Tie eyes were evrtCe and faxed. Sulphate of zinc Med.ical Gazette for Narci, 1844, (vol. xxxiii., p. 767.)
and tartar emotic were given without effPect, and the stomeach- Quantity if opium required to destroy life,-The smallest
pump was not brougit mio use until about an iour after lier ad. quantity of opium in the solid state whicl has bren known te de-
mission. The contents of the stomaclh were entirely free from stroy the life of an adult was four and a half grains mixed with
the smell of opium. Tie woman nwas kept roused, coffee was camphor. This case is quoted by Dr. Christison. In September,
administered, and sbe recovered. Il appears site had swallowed 143, an instance occuîrred in titis metropoli- of a wonan, aged
one ounce of laudaiaan, but at wbat lime before ber admission is 38, being killed by eight grains of the drug given in two doses.
net stated. These facets are interesting in a medicolegal point of view, by

It is difficult te say on what the recovery of this woman de- showing how small a quantity of tIis substance may, se sme te.
pended, for a very long time lad clapsed before the contents wvere stances, destroy life.
removed fron the stomachî, and then there was ic trace of opiuma Solloîlity ofopiuam in waer.-So far as I am aware no expe.
te ho perceived by tIse smaeil. A botter plan for determining the riments have been peiformed te determine thse quantity of this
presence of opium in the disclarged liquid is to dilute it.suffi. driug takeni up by water in the form of infusion. In l\ovember,
eiently, and observe whether it acquires a red colour with the ses. 1843, a case of poisoning by opium was referred, to me by Mr.
qui.chloride of iron. This cheinge is always produced wehere opium T. 0. Duke, of Keiiingtoii, in whiel the question arose. An
is present evenin very sali proportion, owing to the meeconie ignorant nurse iiade an infiusion by pouring hot weter on powdered
acid which it centains. 'lie test will act wlere no odeur is per. opium in a bottle, and gave, ut short intervais, three leaspoonfuls
ceptible, eitier from tue quantity of the drug being too small, or of this infusion te a child aged about fourteen months, and it died
its being concealed by other odeurs. It is certainli renirkable poisoned by the drug in about eighteen hours. It was found that
tiat this womati recovered, considering the largenesa of the dose, the infusie contained only 1.6 per cent of solid matter, i.e., of the
andthe time which had elapsed before the stomîach was evacu. soluble part of the opium ; and that the principal part of the ise.
,ted. conate of niorphia bad beeti talen up, wuas proved hy an iniusion

Vover's Poor.-The following case of poisoning by Dover's subsequiently made, retainiig onfly faint traces of that sait,


