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0 the conviction, that the finest quality ofgun cotton,
avhich we have had no dﬂbcu]ly in preparing, isinsoluble,
~or neaily s0, in that liquid. A gun cotton, ofxe'xdy so~
lubility and easy manufacture, may be prepared as fol-
‘ !ows: Take of nitric acid, sp. gr. 1.350 (the ordinary
~sp. groof commercial nitric acid) 3ij.; sulphunc acid

(commercial) Ziv. Having mixed the acids in a glass

vessel, stirring them with a "hss rod, add nnmcdmtclv of
freshly carded cotton Bij. Dij., and digest for the period
_of fifteen minutes.© The acid is now to be poured, off
the uotton, and the Jatter washcd with water until
 litmus paper is not aflected. The’ cotton is to be finally
. squeezed between the' f'old\ of a clean towel, to remove
. as much water as powble‘ teazed out, and finally
\',pressed betwveen shects of blotting  paper, tntil quite
*dry, and ms!antly thrown into rectified sulphuric clhen.
. The quanuty of gun cotton thus formed is sufficient for
~about'a pound of ether. " Tt ehox.ld form a transparent,

colourless liquid, somewhat of 1ht, appealance of thin
mucnl:xn'e. :
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s suarcc]y necessary to enter at lcn"th here
o upon the numerous advanla"es which hospital pructxce
posseases over ¢very other m(‘dm of medical instruc
. tion 3 cumce it to repeal, that the paticats are more
"absolutcly subjected fo~the disposition- of the practi-

uoner- he is not embarrassed by the (‘ont|.mncs.~ l‘u,
“j.whlms, and prejudices of the sick ; his ordinances are
- supermtendcd by, mtclluwnt st lcn(s, and executed by

vigilant nurses ; the Lu,xlxty and number of post mortem
* examinations serve to test the correctness of the diag-
: “nom of uu.h case, 1o u)m,ct mwtakcs, and to a<ccr
’*"'t'tm, with pxccx:.mn, the nature of' the organic Iesmm
" that have gn‘ux rise to each train ul s}mptoms. Thcsc
are some of” th circumstarnices lhat impart to hospit: d
- practice and experience its grea

ralue, and has caused
“it, at all times, to be vcrra.‘lcd as furnishing 'the most
“important and precious intormation on pmcucal delall
as wcll as thdchnn flood of llght on ,pnthologlcal
science. | ‘

If; then, we contrast lhc ad\"lm'w cs’ wlnch a stud(‘nt
*muyst derive from 'utcndnw hOal)lt'll praztice, with. the
' fritterin ing away of. four or five years of the most vi -
i:i'Lble: time of his life in the closet of his countr} pmron
- (or pexh'zps city or own), reading medicine, ‘surgery,
O analomy, and even that all: ‘important bmnéh, che-
;:‘nnstry,’f w:thout order or. | ethod, and w'l’mut any

" * Every step which the stadent makes must remind bim of the
. ncccssx'y of a knowlcdgu of chemrslry, wuhout n he cannol

m‘ mw‘

]4(1110lm[ Dcpm tmcnt ——S/zcet? Jrom my Portfolio.

137

other as:lsmnce, save the occasional explanation of

terms by his superior, sometimes cven unintelligible

to hxm—can it be poscxb]c, that a few months attend-
atce at lectures. upon all these dcp.utments of the
profession,. in any. university, college, or lschool of

medicine, could possibly qualiiy him to enter upon all‘,“

the outtcs of a practitioner! and’ thereby assume a
charge, ‘certainly the most: responsible and the most

important which can be conf‘ded to any member of

the buman family !

Here I could portray many duplm'xblc results of an

1mpcr£ccr medical education, but details s0 humlllatmw

»

and revolting are remote from my present . purposes ; '
yetthe bare mention of their having occurred ought, on

the part of the ctuc’cnt, to mducc hlm to leave no means
uutried, and to sparc no labour, however long, to mas-

ter every branc‘x w hlch he may ulum'ttely be called ‘

upon to C\ercxsc. )
“The . situation and prospects of the country prartl-
t-oncr h'u'e, I bclxevc, been ﬂuﬂicxently revne\ved to

leave nothing very desirable on the part of those who, .
inow pmccedm'T in the course of their studies,

leoking forward to the rural sections of the province,
in which to commence their professional career. The

.lclual statc of the profession is such, indecd, whether

m lown city, or (.ounln', as lo plmc far from ﬂaltermg

in fhe way of prizes* to the :v:plmui, and, I must .

are:

confess, that unless the misplaced vanity or, misdirected

ambition of parents, is timelily arrested, in educmn"‘

their sons to a pml’cwon, for which there e\lsta, pro-

protracted studies,
strong,

enlarged mlcllmcnce, a judgment

\‘Olid =

ﬁxtmo Jite will be embittered with rG"let and 501‘row

and clear, and a habit of application,
which no difficultics ean shake, no Ltbours tive), thou ;

bahly, ne aptitude” (hut to, attain Much requires long -

proceed in his physm!wrual inquiries'; wxlhout it, one of the most

nnpmtant of the animal functiong, Tespirdtion, is beyond his com-
mcu-,lmun + and, that it is impossible to require an accurale and
precise knowledge of chemistry without actually making experi-
wents himself.:
practitoner inmedicine is sufliciently apparent; for without it,
Iro can neither ‘become, acquainted .with the various sclids and:
fluids of the animal body, nor ‘can he understand the action

The nee culy of chemical knowledge to® lhep.

which different medicinal substances exert on each other recipro

cally.
essential, as being conumnlly called for..
over, a I'unddmcnnl crvor in the cducation of young men in this

‘In’ pharmaey, this branch of knowledge is. still more- '
lhcrc cths, how-:,

respect ; they usually pass much fime in Icarnmg the preparations

of a great number of medicaments, in a sort of roatine, and after-
wards attend a eourse, or at st 1wo, of : lectures on - chemistry,

from which they, at ocst, acqum:: a snperﬁcml knowledgc of |hc :

scicnce.

* Whatever ;mlmcal nﬂucnco coun.xv mcdmal pracuLumcra .

may attain'in tlicir lucalitics, they ecrtainly cannot all expect to -

become M. P. P.s, and-thereby sccure a round hundred (cxclu-
sive of quadruple travelling expenses) a year, as the wages of

seven or cight weeks? labour 'in_cushioned, chairs—much less of .

all bccommg shper »ntcndcnle of schoo!:, ‘deputy ud]mam gcnc"

1al-= &,c. &eo



