
EXCELSIOR.

THE CORRECT I'RONTJNCIATION OF LATIN.

Thle following query and answ'er is from thez .A:neirk«u Ecesi-
astical Reviem of Decenâber, '97. It may be interesting to note
that it is the Roman pronunciation that is followcd at St. Francis
Xavier's C'ollege.

Qit. My assistant and 1 have ail along- maintaincd a slight
diffei'ence in the prominciation of Latin; one of us having been
accustoinec to the -r"riner of the Roinan Seminary, the other
retaining the ordinary Continental pronunciation taught in iuost
of our colleges. Reepnt1y there seemns to have been some reforrn
in this matter, and --p a consequence we have had to subrnit to
some criticismn, not Qnly frorn a college professor in a neighbour-
ingy institution, but from varions hialf-fledgred blue-stoecingrs who
devote themnselves to a revival of antique letters and who advance
clever reasons for saying E'ikero inistead of the old fashioned

CieTo Ihey are particuilarly incensed against the Iiahan pro-
nunciation, calling it absurd, artificial and justifiable only for
Italians -%hlo find it convenient because of their ow-n lauguage.
No Romnan of the Augustan age. t1hey say, ever pronounced
tslddtas for &cias.

Nowl, whist I do flot want to' be behindmand in proper culture,
I dislike the idea of iintrodçucingr in the publie service the ehatt
"lQui es in k-oels; sanctifiketur nomen tunmn, etc.,"« which would
certaiùnly arrest the attention of the congregation, and Zugcrast the
id. o f affectation or the 11k-e. Wbat are really the mnrts of the
case? And is there any riglit reason for our adopting this Au:--
ustan pronunciation, whichi, if donc. should, it seerns to mue, be
donc by all the clergy together?

Re.sp. There is just a tnifle of arrogant ignorance in the
atternpt to render the Italian pronunciation of Latin absurd or to
substitute for it any other. No doubt, the new prontinciation, is
cither that of the Augustan age or cornes near to it, and very
likely the friends 0f Cicero called hlir ICikero after the fashion of
the Greeks. But that is a inatter which concerns the Latin
garamiiaria-n or thec archeolog-ist.

The Latin language, a-s fan as it is to-dayq a livingr, that is to
say a spoke». lau-uage, is tlic language of the Catholie Clîurch, of
ber clergy and of lier international institutions. 't\ow the pronun-
Piation of a living laimguage is not regrulated by reference to auy
literary standard of the past. We consider Shakespeare and


