
pum," was the name given to, one of tlie fourteen original Onondaga sachiems. Al
of bis succebsors, throigli many generations, lown to the prescut H-no we-na-to,
now at Onondaga, have held the samet titie, and borne the Eame naine. Do-ne-
ho-gâ-web, the "KeXeper of the Door," was tbe name of one of the cight original
Seneca sachems. This titie, ini like manner, bias beenlbcld by ail of bis sucessors,
clown to the present day. Ely S. Parker, an ed.ucated Seneca, at the present tinie
in the civil service of the United States, now holds this saclemship. Wben lie
was raised up, a few years since, bis former naine, ]{a-seb-no-an-da, was " taken
away," to use again their mode of expression, and thc naine Do-ne-ho-gii.weh
bestw-,ed in ifs place, by wbicli alone hie is now L-nown. The office of sacliem,
therefore, is a titie of nobility, but descending in the female line, instead of the
maie, and baving, attached to it the autbority and powers of an liereditary ruier of
the Iroquois!'

Hlaviug thaus set fortli t1e Iroquois laws of descent, and the singular poli ty based
upon theni, Mr. Morgan proceede to, show in wliat ways it may aid ns un instru-
ment towards solving the great probleni of the enigin of the Indian races of this
continent. ]ielieving in tbe inevitable permaneney of the primary institutions of
a people, unless uuder tbe influence of sucli a revoltition as the transmutation of
thie wild bunter-tnibe into a civilized communify. Mr. Morgan couceives that he
bas tlius mastered the fundamental clement of Indian soeiety; and lie is now in
searcli of the saine, or soine corresponding social ciements, along the supposed
Asiatie patli of migration to the lNew World.

'lNearly ail of our Indian races," lic observes,. "lare divided into tribes. Tbe
tbcory of tlie tribe is, that ail of its members are consanguinii. It is a method of
preserving, under a general name, the reiatiensbip -%vbich subsists among tlicm.
But since several tribes are unîtcd in one nation, and these are mingled by inter-
marriage, a systeni of relationship was stili necessary to render definite tlie
kindrcd tics. Among the European races, as we bave scen, every remove froni
tlie common ancestor separated thie collateral lines farther and farther, until, after
a few gencrations, relatienship ceased-terminating ini a total dispersion of bleod,
except as it was presQrved by tbe national tic. Witb the Iroquois it was the
reverse. I3y Inerging the ceilateral lunes in the lineal, thc integrity of thc bond
of ldndred blood wças maintaincd, iii a sensible form, tlirougli al]I gencrations. A
confusion of kindred would appear, to bc inevitable; but in practice it was other-
wise, as is dcmonstratcd by the fact, that it is nt the present moment a practical
-werking systeni, pcrfcctly and rcadily undcrstood.

ciDcs-cent in thc femalc line dees not; appear to bave been universal among our
Indian races. It bad special refèece to the descent of the office of sachemi, or
civilechief'. It obtained among tie Aztccs, wbcribesachemwas succecded cither
by a brotlier or a neplicw, bo the exclusion of the son; aiso among the Iroquois,
and tbc Wyandotts. There arc g,,imipses of it in several other races, but it does
not appeartb bave been made a subject of special examination. Dr. Guiic'kfound
the saine systen in the Micronesian Islands-(Missionary Heraid, 1853, p 90); it
is said aiso bo prevail in New Grenada in Southi A.mcrica, and in Australia. Dr.
Livingstone furnisbes somne evidence of iLs existence in the tribes of tbe Bauyi, on
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