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covereci hy the relief expodition sent out in tic steamter
*".igress" by the &crary cf tîto Nîtvy. 'flic St. Johin's cor-
respotideît of the± Loudon "'l1imiesï" noctes "cie or two factts
.ûîjiiîocteod with the winter quarters of the Il PolitriW iii the îîiost

mortherly latitude in whiclî auy expcditioîî have evcr passed a
-wititer :

Captaiti T1ys.on dcscribc.î the cliato ut beiîîg distiîîctiy
îîîldr tiax l l soorl ccgccafutiir outii. lii Jtttiotic x-

tensive plaiu vlîich sutroitndei te barber iii whlieli Li% sil %vas
ice-bouiid ivas Irce frontî Bîow, and stucl fIera ais tituse regiois
hoast upjîcarcd. A scaîit, crccping herbage covercit thp grotind,
sufficient ta nuriat the numerous musk oicii wlîich range tliesa
plains. Of tliesc tha Expaditiori simot hetwceîî tlîirty anid forty.
That those animais can cxist iera tlîrot-lî tue IVinter is a fact

1» itsl! inicatie o! miîiler Lenperauro.lit mduiie,~l
tic air wwi stili, thîc sun iras sonietimeis dis.agreeatbly biat, andti t
would scem as thoughli ter passing the icy barrier wvhich cx-
tends Train te 70tUî te Llîo 8Oth degreo, LIma cliniate bccai
scnsibly nîodiflcd. No Esquimaux or Arctic Iliqhlauders ivero
met, but tlîcir traces wcre pcrccircd ; andi whiat l.î more iîîtcrest-
in- is the faet tilat driftwcod froîii thec siîrthward %vas pickcd
up vîticli hall floatedti traugh Robcsoa's Straits, tlîrouglî wlàlch
a soutborly curremît raits of a kiiot au liaur. It %vas tac, much
decayotiLa tshow clearly LIse traces of liavimg beu sawn or cut.
Bcsidcsç, uaiu czea, rabbits andi lcinîmiugs wera ibnda-t,_an
or twc beris werec cc, Ltme wilt fliwers wcre briiiaîît, andi nu-
mcreus birds frontî soutiiora latitudes camae northîward la Ltme
Sumnuter; antd sonie o! the party ascendeti tîto Iigh table-landi
whicli rose frein tho plaint mîar which Llîcy veras ancliored, and
wliicb, luiLs turmi,weas orcrtopped by a liilîcr ran-c. A markcd
ditTtrence =u chnatcr bu-tween the castern -tiàovcstersi shiore

wa3 evîdent, the foi-mer hcing appareuttly tuor(: favorcd la cli-
nuate andi vegetatian. Mic moutainramîges ois thme westerit side,
xcro fat moe ged barren, anai prtcipitous. Iu nid-winter,
iotwitlstanding this coipiratively favorable accoumît cf the as-
pect and cliiustcocf the IWmtr-qIuarters, iL iras se cold that
bulIcts of frozon <juiclsî1ver werc, fircd tirimgb atwo-incli board."

.Mr. Clommmis IL. Markhastn, 3f tic British .Arctic Expedition af
l8M>-51e writes ta Yattire (issue of IMay -") as foîlows :

Z The siews bromght by the baat's crcwv of tii. Polaris, if nt -JI
accturate, is vMr imîportant. It provos that crois sc a vessei
as Lthe l'o !ads iny atirauce ump Smnith Sound], la aie scason, ta
829 16 N. It la et-:ttd aiso thiat nt or rosi- Luis point, tic lamît,
bath of <;renlati ont Grtituela Landi, was âtill trciîdimg nortlî-
wartl. Prom such a peint, an cxtemmdcd party, wi tii depot paruies
organiscti esi McGlintock's îîriuciplcs cf Çlcdge travelinig, coula]
rencli the Xocrthi ipleand reLumi ta the zlîip. AteLlier impar.
txet fact la timat tIme Paans vas beset lnuO 02 -N. anti drifted
out into flafluîîs Bay. Thmis show.4 thiat therc is not a constant
bleck o! ice lu the si1xait, but that LUse foues drif down vitlî the
curit loaving. as a conscquece, au accasienai navigable Ianc-
bctwccn thme dlting ico anma theo land i ce. These facts arc nmost
suusratam, anti increaso the prospect o! a succesful explora
Lion cf thme unkuown regian by vaY of Smith Soundi."

Birmn tix£rz.ct.-SmreS3 arc naw going an ta complote Ltme
defluition of lime forty-xîinth paralci boundary bttween LIais
couuzy anlthe tI:PVitcd States. n-e vomI Las lrcdy bec per-
formoti cajstward fi-rm Fart r'embina ta thîe I.ae cf thme Woods.
During tLme prescrit sanumcr thlio Ib ill bc cxtcnded fram LIme
Fart ta thme Itocky MIoautains. The lion. A'rchibl.*d Canmpbefl. cr
thme ii. S. Commission, lims generai charge andi vili nako tîîe re-
part ta Carîgross.

MtxcCO.-LuL month ve gave soîno, accaunt a! Comnma.nder
Selfridgc1Im iuteroccanie canal route by way of lime 1;apipi andi
Atrato itirmors.0 U. S. Nicarauga Surrey ior thec saine object~
voe hauve liLle izws to givc, but thexo contes fromin I no such
trimmphant note as [ram Commander Sclfrlcgc. Il f a canalisl
c=e put tlmuogb, vo rcad, 11,iL it;ilI bave to occupy thc v-alloy
of the San Juan Mi r." The Tehuantepec slrvey, sunder Coin-
mnander Sbufcldt lam publisbcd a fuU report of its -xlrations
'whicla ensibles us ta compare itfi route (via thme Cutatmcoalcos
hiver) point 1b. pint vitlt Uat in thec Atrato- 141 2ime o!
cansai againaist -S 14 0 1 ocks .1ainatt 20; 732 fe t sub1n i t lev CI
:tginst 123; a fSer 27 miles lonig, involviug Ilirc miles of
t-ravelin anai same brcavy cuLtinz, *tgcat no ariiùa fecder.
For thorenîsnderof iLcc=ttrut:oa t flUuTc utepeç Caa vil]

be, if 'lot easy, at lcast Dîot iimplossible. 1robably. wu infer, the
job wili bu, a gligliter elle tlîait Solfridges; tîrec suites of gigaUtic
tutitolling", and tlîrue of opeti ctL. As for expense, Comîmander
Shufaldt lmzards xno precise estititittc, but iîîtiinatcs tlîat it would
lic toc, great fur privatu capital. The» lie frankly enuincratos

ca hîcucs îavy nortit atid ttouttî w~isds, uan an ;archieo socicty
(ýtatc ofO0axaci), as ub.4tacles not to, l, despised.

-- Il It is ctiiiinted. says theî report front whielî -%o have ben
quoting, Il that or the 8,000,4J00 inhlibitaimt of the Reptiblic or
Mexico, 5.000,000 irc Iîîdiuîs, disect descendants of thc Aztecs
aîîd other abgriginal tribs aud races."

1Tite I]ndiaiss ara foiuud settled over the~ whIole Istiiiiius, zeni-
crally living i towzîs or villages, or large hîacienîdas. lhcy arc
ara mild and getltc dispoýsition, littît, incliined te war or cruel
practices. Tlîcy soein tue lia%'o but little natural foîîducrs for
hunutng,althougli the counîtry abouîîds in ganie. Tite mois arc
rathcr stitallor thait the Itians of our owu %Vcstcrit plains. bu t

ncvrtlclcsthcy are vcry mîuscular, amnd posse -;.-i UIIty of thein
wosidcrful endurance. In color tlmcy airc lightcr tian c tir oivii I-
diaus aradthcir fcaturcs arc inucli ssr, sud theo cxpclrcs.i on of the
face i.s norcplc&sin-......heso people are iuvariably boz-
pitable ta strangers, and oftcn clcecrfully givo op thîcir bcd and
lîamsmook for tlîcir accoiiiiiocation,for which .they nover nak o auy
charge ; but if any food is 1tklýu thicy expeet ta ho jîaid fur iL The
do- , pigs, and chiiekns occupy tho Imouse lu conitison ivith, the
fauiil.y. The woinen perforin all the housc-work, assist in cultirat-
ingthoc iilpas, auJ prepare andi coak tlteOfoodl, ihey riso before
the men iu thîo iorniug., oftcti as carly as thirec *clack and bogin
tlmcpreparation of tlîemornimg mias. %Va fouis tlîc Imdiaus ro-
i.arkabiy hioncst and fatitlîfal attendants,. -.'n Dot elle cf Our
party hll aitytiiul, stolcu during aur resideiîcc oit tie Isthmnts
The robbories lu 21exico arc rarely comîîîitted by tii is nlas.

-Vc vsay vcnturg on anc aLlier e xtrac. as iL ems upj au
intcreting %uject:

-WcV expcctud, ta cncouutcr a grent maiîy serpcnts on the
Isthmes> and CaCIL persan, timerefore, %vent fully prepared with
the imcaîs for applyimî, a= antidote nt a momemmsnotic, should
lbc be bitonm; but Ilorin- aur residcncc thera wc saiw oulY a vcry
limited number of serpents, th(, xnost of -which bciong ta species
tbat vore quite ]Ltrmless. No onc af thc party was bittcn, or
ciren attacked, îîatiUîtstauding UIC met that aur exp)lorations led
us intothicdeusest forcats andithe nost unfrequ, eritei regiens
Wce licard of sevcral deatLs tlîat land resulteti front the bittos of
serpcunts. But thoea cases arc vcryr rare, probably lot lucre fre-
quant than sinîllar occurrenices ini aur awn forcst."

This is quita in 1Ltcping withifi ujiciprgal,~Iil
va clip froim Naturc :

4Thora is a vcr good article in thec .Fidd for Janmary 4i,
exposing soutc popular delusions vlth regard to the dangers iu-
ntrrcd l>y living in or travdling throngh countri-as tvhere snalkcs
are abundant. The wzitcr thinks it waulti bu difficuit, ta pro-
dce a well-authcnticatedl instance of :% Europcan liaving beeu
killed by a 3rnakc ln any tropical country. Many of these delu.-
sions the writer ascribcs t, the sensation storics fouud lu soute
popular nords, c. g. 'Tamu Crlugle's Log,' and saine of Max!y-
atVs works, a3 also lu the narratives of erodislous travelers, and
evcu in the works of sucb an emincut ornitliologist as Audubon.
' Tho actual Tisk incurrcd,' t'ho writer ays, ' bytîosc vlio visit
ana explore the. haants ofsmakes is practicaîlly so inconsiderable
as vcrsoau ta become habitualiy as mncit disrcg-,ardcd as is the
cxistecre ortbe camion adder in tmis country.' 

To tlîo saine effect speaiks the latz. 4Nr. G-t.la Watcrtou in
bis "Essaye on Natural Iistory" (rAndori, 1871)

"18'3%sa 1a wu the farests of Giaus, 1 coulai Dorer coax
an Indian to approach à,akeû with compeattre, althongb 1
shcwed bimtbat no dmngcrwas taobc apprended if he ouly vout
therigitwayto'work ... .. .. Snùkcs.are mot revengcfal; iscith-
er are tbey proue ta b e tâte aggremsorz .. .. . .la no instance

do nottoucà me vith intent to, hurm io, is a most suitablo motto
fora snal-e... .contidingilathe notion tlutt anû*cs nover

we thrir posnfnecpwînnvnta extresniticsi would
rave ini theo forcats, day.-aftcr ctlay,watliout eboos orstoclcings, and

is ranging the foret, a acts a serpent giiding towards bini
(wlùb 13 a cryrc o urrcncc)hc ia oly to takc aff laa sidc
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