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femnale lias the markings of a mnaie, somiething neyer seen in As/crias
unless in l)i-fornied examiples, of which for aughit 1 know this may be
one. If it is not, a good sýpecies is wandering without nanie. The maie
is described as characterized by a single rowv of seven spots on second-
aries, the usual (i. e. in Asfr/-as> eidiitiî spot at end of ceil being absent.
Now maies of this type are cotiinon enough. I have repeatedly iaised
themn at Coalburgh from eggs of the normal As/cias, and have tbem from
many localities, even to Costa Rica. But I have neyer seen such .wings
attached to a femiale body.

1 have lately rieceived froin Mr. F. 1-I. Godmian two miales from Costa
Rica, marked A «steroides, one of îvhichi answers Reakirt's description very
closeiy. It lias thec discal band of pfrimzarics obso/ele, represented only by
littl ' chisters of yellowv scaies, ind extending across the wing. 'On
secondaries t/us band is part/y pý'esent, there ýbeing a small spot on costa,
and spots,' in the four posterior inter spaces ; but of these hast the one in
upper median is alnîost goue. T i'he chuts/cr-s of bliie ar-e snal and rouiid;
and the tails are siiorter t/ian As/crias .»cccpib/j'. 'On the under side thé
spots of discal row are distinct on both wings and as in As/crias, also
they are fulvous. This is in agreement îvithi Reakirt's type. In As/crias
fernale there is often an imperfect roîv of ye11owv spots on secondaries,
varying in fact fromn a comiplete row of distinct but snal spots, to nil,
except that the costal spot is alwvays present. Tlierefore, wlhen looking at
the maie I have described, Reakirt's general comparison to female Asterias
seems natural. It is in resp)ect of the discal band only, for lie calis atten-
tion to the smallniess of the blue chusters, whichi is a characteristic of
As/crias e, whilc in ? they are always very large.

The other maie froin Costa Rica lias the discal band on primaries
absôlutelv wanting- fot even a scale being there-on hoth surfaces ; the
marginal spots of both wings are very smiali. On secondaries the discal
band is represcnted by a minute cluster of yel1owv scales on costa and in
three posterior interspaces. On-the under side this roîv is complete, but
of smialler spots than 1 ever have seen iii Asteri'zâ, and they are fulvous.
T Ihe tails are flot shorter than in As/cr-ias. This absence of the discal
band on both si 'des of primaries is so remarkable that this example may
be of a distinct species, especially as there are otlier points of difference
from As/crias. But the one I have first described is apparently Reakirt's
Asteroides, and there is no evidence that it is a variety of As/cr-ias. T1ili
such evidence is produced it should be regarded as a good species.


