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On the Training of Young Teachers.

1y BLVD, ot ek, ML, Professor to the Gollege,
(l‘(‘ll'l'(:l'(‘li at the Colicge of Preceptors, 17 Feb., 1876 ) °

Ir would scem as if this * best of all possible worlds™
wits fast becoming hetter or worse (I won't delermine
which) by the steadily increasing strength of public
opinion.  Yes; the sceptre has passed inlo the hands
of Mrs. Grandy : and our first inguiry in all cases
should e, = What will be her Majesty’s views on the
subject ¥ Now, of public opinion regarded as furee, I
have a very high cstimation; bt of public opinion
regarded as light. Fam =orry 0 say 1 have quile the
appostle.

Although 1 believe it was announced that this lectugpe
would he open to the publie, I take for granted that the
public has” prudently kept away, and that I haxve a
striclly professional audience. Drofessionals alwavs
incline to a depreciatory view of public opinion. They
are wont to look upon +#he public” as a hlind Samson.

x good fellow enough so long as he will go on grinding !
their mill for them, hut extremely objectionable dire. !
tly he takes to pulling the honse about their cars. S-)l
to my professional audience I may say what T like of

** the people,” ind even quole a certain imcL whao ealis it
*{  herd confused, a miscellangous rahble.” who decide
stmply + as one leads the other”

T intelligent amang them and e vise
Arve few,”

‘Those who do naet recognise my quotation will think 1
have Jound an English Corioanus: hut these are the
words of the repullican Miltou.

Now in =ome cases thisstrong but ignorast body leels
its own ignorance, and is content to he led by the hand
—po=sibly even by the nese. It grumbles indeed al Lhe
lawverss but they make fun of 1it, and get in into such
a pickle that at last it exciles the compission even of
the heads'of the profession themselves, and men like
Lovrd Selborne :m(l Lord Cairns turn law reformers. N
erumbles at the doctors, but it swallows their physie
and pays their fees. But it adopts a very different tone
with the clergyman and the sehoohmaster. Here puhbliv
opinion asserts its rights, and is not to b hoodwinked
by any of your professional hocus pocus. There is no
m:n so means as not to think himself the equal of the
parson in thealogy and of the schoolmaster in education.
< Every Englishman has a right to his opinion.” Of
course hie has. He has also a vight to shut his eyes when
Le is erossing Cheapside ; and if his opinion happens
to b erroncous, his right in the one case is just as
valuable as in the other. .

All teachers have had to do with a hind ol public
gpinion in their pupils; and they will have found that
the one thing which the public. young or old. steadily
and doggedly vefuses to do, is o think. One finds this
sometimes with beginners in geometry. They are ready
. 10 adopt any statement vou like, if they faney they can
; defend themselves with it and escape thinking. Yon
jmay get them lo say that all amgles ave equal, or that
two straight lines always enclose # space—anything,
cverything, rather than think what they are saying.
l(;m\vn public opinion is perhaps not quite so receptive
1as this, Bat it has various ingenious ways for eseaping
thought, the handiest heing to cateh up some stock

| phease, and withoul considering it= limitations, or even
its oxact meaning, to bring it in on all gerasions s an
aviom from which there ean he no appeal. Many hua-
dred yeurs ago some one, actuated no doult by the
purest philanthrophy (for he evidently wishedto prevent
the writing of bad poctry), invented one of these
phrases, whicl scems capable of doing any amount of
{ duty—the poet is born, not made, Upon this public opinion



