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Monocco AND MisSIONARY \WORK.
BY REV, N. H. PATRICK, MOROCCO.

Moroceo is only four dzys’ journey
from London, and some thirty miles
from Gibraltar, but the change is mar-
vellous, for on landing in Africa one
soon discovers that he has left the light
of Christianity and entered into the
darkncss of Mohammedanism.

The inhabitants of Morocco from the
earlicst times were the Berbers, who,
being subdued by the Arabs in the sev-
enth century, forsook Christianity and
accepted the rc]xgxon of their conquer-
ors.

In the year 713 Arabs and Berbers
crossed to Spain, where they cstad-
lished a magnificent kingdom with a
regular government. They were called
by the people of the country ** Moros™
or Moors. Their principal city, Cor-
dova, stood on the banks of the Guadal-
quivir. It was twenty-four miles in
Iength and six in breadth, and was
studded with benutiful public build-
ings and gardens. It had a population
of from 700,000 to §00,006. Granada
nearly cqualled it in prosperity, and
surpassed it in beauty.

In ncarly all their towns there were
public librarics and colleges.  Students
flocked to their schools from all parts
of Europe. Their professors were un-
cqualled in their knowledge of medi-
cine and surgery, botany and chemis-
try, astronomy and agriculture.

What their architecture was like can
still be scen in the grand mosque of
Cordova with its thousand pillars of
marble, and in the glorious palace of
the Alhambra in Graoada.

They made vast tracts of country fer-
tile by irrigation, they planted the
sugar-canc. introduced cotton to Eu-
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rope, reared the silkworm, and attained
great skill in the art of silk-weaving,

They were industrious, enterprising,
brave, and powerful. All Clmsleudmn
envied their learning and feared their
power.

But in 1492 they were expelled from
Spain, and since then fanaticism, tyran.
ny, and sloth have wrought an awful
change, and it is hard to imagine
darker spot than the Morocco of to-day.

Its population is between five and
cightmillions. Itis governed by aSul-
tan, but, while retaining a nominal in.
dependence, has no political power.
The late Sultan said that * his country
was like the virtue of a fair woman,
which is only saved by the multitude
of herlovers.” The country is divided
into thirty-three districts, each of which
is under the superintendence of a kaid,
Many of the Lill tribes do not ackugwl.
edge the authority of the Sultan.

Generally speaking, the climate of
Morocco is healthy, but in some parls
malaria fever is prevalent, and Euro.
peans sufter rather heavily from ty.
phoid, this being caused by bad sauit:-
tion.

Few of the men and none of the
womet can rexd or write.  They do
not possess many books, and have wn
public librarics.  The art of printinz is
unknown, and is, I believe, prohibilul
by law.

The country that might be so fertile
and fruitful s almost uncultivated.
One journeys over vast aml well-wa.
tered but barren plains. The people
arc afraid to put their money into the
land. If they sow, they “sow in
tears "’ for thosc in authority may
scize their harvest, or the Sulian, who
is continually moving about the coun-
try with his army of from 20,000 to
40,000 undisciplined and starving men,
niy come their way and “cat up”
their crops.

There arc ncither roads nor railroads,



