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IL DOCTRINES OP SINTO. Thtere are many that laim that. Shinto is
no a religion ata~ll. Ltis certain that there isno, atteinpt atany systemistie
qatenient. of belief, and thcre is littie to, lielp tise inost Careful student, of
the systcmi iii forusulating whst, inîglit be jstly called, a statemnent of tise
doctrines of Sisinto. There is not even a mnoral code. The foilowing may
bc considered a fair expression of wiat tlae Clîristian would eall the doc-
trimses of Shtinto:

1. Creatiosa. iere, is no real creatioîs, only development. Ilere is a
siinaiifry of tihe Sisinito doctrine. lut soute unexplained. way tise universe
was evolved froin a gerni which iad ressaained. lidden somnewire is cliaos.

ien caine tihe K:sssi, or gods. Titese deave1oped iii pairs, very iiperfet
at irst, but approsclaiîsg perfection until tIse perfection of ie creative prin-
ciple wvas reached iii lzassai and Izassami, who -were mnaie and feinale re-
spcctively. Uisingr bis jewelled spiear with whlsi to, stir thse sea aîq lie
stood iu I--aven, I7.ar.4g3 colleed on its point sonte drops, whicb, as they
fell, comloidaL-d ansd forned, an islaud, t», whicls lie and Izanaîni descend-
cd, -ind. wliil thev used ais flic base of operation in foraning other islands.

Tisen caine flic separation of sunt and eartli. Thse daugliter of the first
pair, Ainaterasu, lx:canisse tihe rulzar iu tise sun. Meanwhile, disturbances
hep. n on tie cartia, anîd anarchy pwevailed, until tise suin-goddess sent lier

i~rsidoai Niigino~ikooto restore, order. Titis required a long series
(if Violent strsîgglces Ic-tweu tihe l1ea-veîily and t.lîe earthly jowcrs, and
ressîilted iiinusg-s-ioobc sn thse first ,Mikado of Japan.

2. Godl. Aeçordisig to tihe fo osgaccount of ereation, it secuas tisat
die uiivem caisie iiito exitutîr.e bufore tie gods. It is lieid by mnany, on
thse otîser hiasd, tisait Sîsiiitc-) tte-avss tiat one suipreine, God, front wlsoni ail
oflers sprtlng, 1usd existued froua etcrîsity, aud tisat lie apparently camie
forth frout leetweeu tihe lucaveus anîd tihe cartîs wlieu tiey separated. A
second and a tisird god foilowed. Frt-bua flie-se sprung Izanaini aud Izanagi,
~who wcre flic progessitors of -i t.isgs. Titus it is evident fluat whethaer
God is cous-ide-red as~ ctc-rially exiteusit or ais ev.oived fromn lms perfect

bigs, lise doctrines of cruatiou and of Gosi arc intinateiv connectied.
Masy sisolars liold tisat. botta doctrinses arc cv»Isait*oii pure and simple.

It is truie fiait thec conception of a supreunc, personal God is well-nigi
lest MIany foemiglser wiso have ;iildwitlu ie people assert that
Sîsinto is practiralIy licro au n cd trwrisp ! tihe squn7godeu
is reveressccd above ail otiscrs, otiser gods and objects of nature are also,
worsltippedl. As tise representative of tisis goddms, tise Mvikado practically
occupies tise cisief place in flics3'steuu. lic exercises boti teinporal-and
.'aiitual power over thl pople. HIe is at, onice cisiperor an pope.

3. l'rayer. Thuere is a vagne cor,.eption of a god of somne kind whcs
i; ister*ed in nsau's affairs. Tise prayer iu tihe lieart, is lisatd. Tue
Mikado prisys daily for lais suttljects. Prayers are for temnporal bicssings.
TIse dcad -Ls well as the living aire pra yedi for. Tite foiiowing, quoted by
Dr. Grfiindicates tiat, toýgêetier wvith thec helief ius sizissy gods there is a
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