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The language here is explosive in sound and unpleasant to the ear,

The people are less ambitious and infinitely more stolid than those of the

capital. They are an ignorant, tough-hided race, and the most difficult to
approach of all the ¢ hermits,”’

The climate is pleasant, being tempered by the sea, Fruits grow in
abundance, while the sea swarms with fish. The air is purer than in Scoul,
and better suited to a delicate constitution. I say this notwithstanding the
fact that on the hill overlooking the harbor there are two missionary graves,
of Mr. Davies and Mrs. Mackay, both from Australia. There are some
five or six missionaries already settled here from Canada, United States,
and Australia, with whom rests the problem of these southern millions,

QOnesan is a port on the east coast. . It is touched by all ships bound for
Russia, and being exposed thus to the open sea, the climate is not unlike
the northwest. Opening from it is the smallest district of the four,
Though smaller in numbers, it stretches over a wide territory away to the
Siberian frontier and the land of the sacred mountains. The capital of
Ham Kyeng is three days from Onesan, throngh a beantifully cultivated
country. This district is drawing numbers of people from Pyeng-An,
which has been losing its trading class since the opening of the ports.
The dwellers in the ports are in intelligence the lowest of the low. Our
hopes are not centred so much in them as in the quiet country people
inland. Ouesan is yet untouched by the missionaries. Roman Catholics
have been here for a few years and have a great following, so the natives
say. The language is colored with provincialisms, which neither addto
its case or beauty of expression. The people of this northern district are
more vigorous and, as far as 1 have seen them, have more character than
those of the south.

‘Weechoo is the old gateway to China. Before the opening of the
ports it was the first city of the north for life and commerce, but it ha:
fallen away, and but few traces remain of its old-time vigor. Its pullic
buildings in ruins, its walls crumbl’ng, its citizens idle, are symptoms of
the same discase that we find through all the rest of Korea. lts peopl
have heard the Gospel for some fifteen years through the new Chang mis-
sionaries, and from that number come the best helpers that we have. One
is delighted to find, away in that lonely, far-off city, so many who know of
4 Saviour as well as of sin. Even though nothing can be hoped for
Weechoo from a commercial point of view, we yet expect great thing
from its Christians. Though not an open port, it is visited by itinerating
missionaries many times a year.

In all Korea there are 1,770,336 houses. Some estimate the average
inmates to a house at ten, which would make the population over seven-
teen millions and a half. It seems to me that scven wonld be a high
enough average, bringing the population to about the estimate of Von
MocllendorfT, the first foreign adviser of the king,




