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long and complote rest be-carne necessary, during whichi h10 was being pro.
pared in the fire of affliction for more cxtendcdý,rnd influential service for
the Master.

Dr. Thomson's first effort on behaîf of medical missions was the wI-it.
ing and pubtlisliiing of a prize essay on the subjeet ; and ho hiad the cI~r
ing assurance tlat it wvas helpful in showing- that " the miedical mission iq
God's way of missions."

A feeble begînning of medical mission work in this country wa id
at West Port, Edlinburgh, in 1853, by the opening of a, nmission~ dispensarv.
This wvas carried on in a very limitcd way for nearly five years, and thchl,
after a brief interval, the Cowgate Medical 'Mission wvas coimienced by the
Edinburgh Medical «Missionary Society. Toward the end of i s,59 D)r.
Thomson was appointed its first superînten dent. Iris own description Of
the field is as follows : " My Pen can give no conception of the terril,,e
dcpravity, the appalling ungodliness that prevailed rouind that dlistrict.
Sometimes on Satnrday niglit and on Sabbath evenîug it wvas ahinost Over.
whelming. What sights and sounds 1 The crowds ;the diii au4 usîv
the shouting, yelling, shrieking, and cursing ; the pushing, riotin,, qllar
reling, and fighting!1 Truly, it scemed a place ~VITIIOUT GOD, tho nlotWithi.
ont hope. It ivas for sucli that Jesns died. Hie ' carne not to cl thé
righteous, but sinners to repentance.' Publicans and sinners get into the
k-ingdom whien Phiarisees are cast ont."

From the first, Dr. T7hoiuson set before hiniself a higli ideal of what a
medical riaissionary should bc, bothi as to professional acquirernents 'in'
spiritual qualifications. He cave the fol]owinn answer to, the j1lti~on

Wlîat is a anedical inissionarv V"
1. A legrally qualificd medical practitioner,
2. Called of God,
3. WholIy set apart,
4. To the twofold work of healing the sick and niaking knownr the

Gospel.
A medical rnissionary, froin bis view, wvas one 4' called to special ser-

vice on behaif of our Lord and Master ; the wvork of winning sotils to wliich
healing is helpful as an aHuct" le ivas strongly opposed to znledial
anissionaries being both, doctors ani ordained ininistei-s. I1 bievoi
that the medical mnissionary shotild bc an evangclist and îîot na)s
tor.

After his retiremnent, f roua active service bis iutcrcst iii the rasA cAn.
tinucd unabated, and toward the close of bis lifc e find huaii writi1ig Ù)
brethiren ini the field :" 1 eau say truthfully to ail medlical unissinares AI
home and abroad, that I reniember ail of yon dai ly in myi liraycIs ; an'i 1
watcla with paternal interest the developmnent iii your bands of otur le
cause. B- retliren and sistc.-s, your solwnigopportunities are qimply
marvelons, but your responsibilities are correspondiugly great." t %va:,
to, him a great joy to wateh tho steady increase of the work both nt homle


