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Accompany hum to Galvary. Sec him susperxded there; hIs weight de-
pending fromn the outstretched arms; his hands and feet pierced with the
nails; and left te linger eut an ignomrnious and a torturing death! TVie
saine conflict is renewed liere: the saine agony is rcpeated: and iverds stiti
more significant than those whiclx fell frein hhm lu the garden break froin his
lips: " lMy God, my God, whry hast thou forsaken me ?

These sufferings %were ail compreliended in that hour to which Christ weLs
looking forward, and lie ias anticipating them. when he said: 61Father, the
hour is corne

But, again, this was the hour of sin's expiation.-What an importance sur-
rounds thiis heur when considcred in this point of view! It was the hour
wlien that sacrifice was te be offered, appointed in eternity, and by which
God's justice wa-s to be satisficd, his Iawv was to ue mnagnified, its penalty
borne, and sin for ever taken ftway: that mysterieus oblation for which ai
the minute and cunibrous ritual of the olden dispensatien was but preparato-
ry, wvhichi was te have an eflRcacy that the blood of buils and of geats coula
mot possess, but whieh itself shoiild makc eomplete atonement for sin. Lt
was the hour on which the hopes of every believer froin the first wcre sus-
pendcd, and te whieh stili every believer looks back, as to the heur of his
,own destiny, the crisis of his salvation. This was the hour which G-ed had
prepared in his eternal counsels, on which his regards were fixed from ever-
lasting, in wich was the niost &gloriou,, exhibition of lis perfections ever
made, and angels found opportunity for their exalted faculties, niinistering
to, the great sufferer, and admiring the depthis of the Divine holiness and jus-
tice, thc hcights of thc Divine love, sees in this transaction beyondany-thing
which had hitherto solicited their contemplation. 'This great wvork had been
delaycd till now. Lt lad a retrospetive effeet, so that those who were able
te sec thc day of Christ afar off. and to believe in hlm, werc savcd. But its
accemplishrnent lad been delayed tili new. Lt may be, it formed the key
stene cf time. Perhaps, it occupied the vcry central place in this world's
history. It wýas the hour, at ail events, on which hune the world's dcstiny.
Now the blood cf renmission was te flow : new the wrath cf God was to-.be,
appcased: now those expiatory sufferings were te be endured, which sliould
for ever take away thc guilt cf the world, aud be a ground for every sinner
te returu. te Ged. Christ was abolit te be lifted up. "As M 1oses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, even se, must the Son of man be Iifted up."
The great propitiation was te be set forth. The Lamb siain from. before the
foundation etf the world w'as now te bew under the sacrificial stroke. the
prie-st, the altar, anl thc victini were alike preparcd. Lt was Ilthc fui-
ine&s cf ime." The, heur wvas comic i ow did Christ anticipate this heur !
How t1id hs, -4 bis face te go up te ,Terusalemi! 1kw wma he siraitcnedtifl
bis baptibni '1 ,. was accomplishied ! And new, hew dees bu turn te b.his
Father, and holding sublime communion with hlm, thc Son cf C>.d on earil.
communing with bis Father in lheaven, dees lie say : Father, thec heur is
corneP

But, lastly, tlLs wa-z thi, heuir in which Goil was te be rrlorified--Christ
prays: -Fatxer; the heur is corne! glerify thy Son that Iliy Sont, ato 2nay
elo-tfy diee."-Clirist was new ta glorify God by bis 6ufferixngs and cleath.
But why shîould Cuitssufferings and deatx glorify God ? lias, Goa~ Pea-
sure lxxsuffering? Caît lie be glorified ini thc suiffering of arpy one? Suriely
flot. God ivas glorified iii Chrises suffcrings becaixse sin ivas ,punished.
'Ood isnot.'glorilled evepx by -the -puuishsnent etf sin in itself censidercd. Js
is ne -vindictive being te gtory in punishment for itself. But he is a .xighte-

49311856.


