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tliey arc ernpioycd te explaiîî. Tirew~riters arc
se impressed wit hi tire importance and rcrrlity ol
the things thecy decarc, tirut tlîcy are nover
found to hiunt after strango comnparisorîs. Thuis
when Paul would speak of the resurrection ol
the body-hov arrproprtc-liow beauti ili arc
tire figures lie empifloys. "Tînut soine inan wvilI
say, how avec the dead raised uip? anrd wvith %vliat
body do thpy cone ? "I'Thou Pool, tîrat whicli
thou sowcst iii rot cprickeîr)ed except it di,
And tiret wviich thonr sowest, thou sest not
that body that shait lie, but bire grain, it niay
chance of wheat or ofi soin other grain :But
Gon, giv'eth it a body as it hiatl ieae liirr,and
te evcry secd his oivn body-trero is one glory
of tho suit, andi another glory of the moon, aud
anothor glory of t ie stars;: fur as one star dii'-
fercth from anotircr star isu giory, se aiso is tho
resurrectien ofthe 4,ad." But liow inearrly does
Clenient speac of tire resuirrection, nrud yct ho
is one of the best or the ap)ostolic fatlthers. Wc
would, ivillingly, pass over the passage for thre
salie of the rnany niud excellent things tire epiis-
tic contains, riovertîreloas ovotr this passage
wilt bc flound flot dovoid of instruction, seoing
it shows tire srrpecriority of the wvritiiugs of' tic
apostios and propirots, and the fol ly of tlrose
whe would reduco themi te the lovel of suici as
have beo n peiirîro4bly cumnnng mnen. Clornent is
speaiking of "4a future rosuirrection."l "4Lot
us consider," hoe iays, "1tiat wvonnicrfsil sigr
which occurs in tihe regions of tihe cast in Arabiri.
There is a certain bird called a Phoenix. It is
tire oniy iridividuni of its kind, andi lives five
irundrcd years-. Wlren tire tiMe Of itS dissolu-
tion draivs near, tirat it miust (lie, it makes itsclf
a nest of frainêonictso and rrryrrhj, and otirr
spices, into wviicîr, %wlicn its tinre is fullillied, il
cnters aird dies. eut, ais the body docava, a
certain kind of %vorm, is produccd, w%%hich,
nourislied by tire juices or tire de;rd bird, jmnts
forth feathers. And wlircîr itis at lengrtlr grrown,
to a perfect state, it takes rip the îrest, in wii
tire bories of iLs parent lie, anrd carrnes it from
Ardbia iirto E gypt, to tire city calledl Heliopolis;
and inr openr day, fiyiiig in tiro sigliit of al mien,
places tIreur upon the altar of t!îe Sun, and
having, donc this, irastens back to Iris abode.-
The prionts thon searcli thre records of the tiare,
and frnd that il. hath corne at the completion of
tue five hîundredth year. Shal ive timon think
il to bc any very great and strange thing for thre
Malcer of ail things to raise up those that
religiously serve hirn in the assurance of a good
faith, ivhen, evcn by a bird, hoe shews us the
greatness of his powcr te fulfil his promise."*

b lVake'a, translation.

Milner apoiogise.% by sayirrg, tirat tiîis would
be a vcry good illustration if truc, but 1,1-. (lques-
tiers îîîrr.V btill bce asked, why ene, Wiho teacîres
trrrtl, sroid tr:rtlic in 'ables ? lîr tlris epistie
wvefind tlîereading'f of tire Scriptures urg,,ed upon
tire Corintirians, and, ivhoî it is rcinemberod,
tirat tie Cliirrci of Ronie nov forbids therir te
tuie people, we have a irerfoot demnonstration
tîrat sie lias forsaken lier first es1)ousals, antI is
tire etremy of tire trrtir once delîvered to thre
sainuts. "9Ye are contentionis, bretîiren, and
zealous fobr thiîîgs wiich portain not unto saiva-
t.ion. Look into tire lily Scripttires, wlîîch
are tie truc words of tire Ioly Glîost. Ye
know tirat notiiing u njust or couinterfoit is
rvritten iii tion." And again, "6Ye know,
beloved, ye knowv full wveil tIre Iloiy Scriptures;
and have tlrorougyily searciicd relu tire oracles
of God."

It is a conimon opinion tirat tire porseduitions
or tire cîrurcîr have origitrated witir the magis-
tracy, bist it is not supported a lrays by history.
Our the contrary wo shalh frequerrtly find that
tie porsectitions wirich befel the chnîrch, arose
Proin tire einity of tire nirititudle against tire
trrith. Tis appecars to have been tIre enigin
of tire porsecuiinr cdict wvlici Trajani publisied,
A. D. 107. Tire yotrngcr I>Iiiry, wvhîo liad tire
governmont, o? tire p.ro'ince of Bethynia, hav-
in r vitten to tire emperor, enquiringr in rvhat
ivay ho siould troat tire cirristians, recoived
for answver "11that tire christians were not to be
0.ffliîeusly seught aftcr, but tiat such as rvere
accused and convicted or an adîrierence to
clrristianity rvere to bc put to death as wicked
citizons, if tirey did not return te tire religion of
tiroir ancestors.*" la Pliny's letter we have
tire foilowingr accouint of thre worship of thre
primitive church, as coîinunicated te him hy
persons wvio lrad lapsed froni their profession
to liîatlrenisn: "And tis was the account
iviiicii tiîey gave of tire nature of the religion
thoy once lrad professed, wiretiier il deserves
tire naie of crime or errer, nannely, tiraI tlroy
were, accustoined on a stated day te i*,ieet be-
fore daylight, and repeat ainoni themselves a
hrymn te Christ, as te a god, and te, bind tlrem-
selves by an oath, witlr an obligation o? not
committing any wickedness, but on time con-
trary cf abstaining from thefts, robberies and
adulteries; aise, of flot vîolaîing their promise,
or denying a pledge; after which it 'vas *thiri
custora te, separate, and to, mecl again at a
promiscueus haninles meai, from wvhicm lutI
practice they however desieted after time publi-
cation of niy ediet, in which, agrecably te your
eores, 1 forbade aury societies o? thira sort."-


