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THE REV. DR, COOR’S CLOSING ADDRESS TO THE SYNOD.

We subjoin a short extract from the Mopura-
Ton's Aporess, (The Rev. Dr, Cook, of Quebee) de-
livered at the close of the late Mecting of Synod m
Montreal. After stating that past experience of
God'sgreat and gracious interpositions in behalf of
his Church and people furnishes ground of expecta~
tion, and a plea to be urged in prayer for further
manifestations of Ilis favour, and that by consider-
ing such interpositions, the scrvantsof God had
often comforted and encouraged themselves, he
proceeded :~—

¢ Thus it was, that the prophet did, when in the
loftiest strains of inspired cloguence, ke uttered the
sublime expostulation, ¢ Awake, awake, put on
strength, O arm of the Lord; awake, as in the an-
cient days, in the gencrations of old.  Art thou nat
it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon?
Art thou not it which hath dried the sca, the waters
of the great deep ; that hath made the depths of the
sea o way forthe ransomed to pass over?  Therefore
the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with
singing unto Zion; and cverlasting joy shall be up-
on their head; they shall obtain gladness aud joy ;
and sorrow and mwou ning shall flee away.”  He was
looking forward in prophetic anticipation to the sud
scason of the captivity at Babylon, when the Jewish
church and nation suffered under calawtics greater
than had ever befallen them at any former peniud ot
their history. Then Zion was a wilderness, and Je-
rusalem a desolation, and their holy and beautiful
house, where their fathers praised the Lord, was bumn-
ed up with fire. The gates of Zion were sunk into
the ground ; her king and  her princes were among
the Gentiles. The law was no more, and her pro-
phets found no vision of the Lord. The ways of
Zion did mourn, because none came to the solemn
feasts. Al her gates were desolate; her priests sigh-
ed; her virgins were afilicted, and she was in bitter-
ness.  Her adversaries were the chief; her enemies
prospered; and from the daughter of Zion all her
beauty was departed. It was a season of calamay
sufficient almost to have justified despondency in the
mind of a Jew. Every objcat of national reverence
and attachment was destroyed.  The sword of the
oppressor was triumphant.  Every fanmly was in-
volved in the sweeping desolation, and the children of’
the promise were driven into ignominious captitity,
from that good land to which their fathers had been
brought by the high hand and the outstretched arm of
Jechovah. Itseemicd, indeed, as if the Lord had for-
saken his peaple—as if their sins Lad provuked himto
cast them off’ forever, and he had at last forgotien to
be gracious.  Bug, strong in faith, the prophet Jooked
not alone to what was alarming and distressing in the
condition of hiscountry. e cast hiscye back on thy
marvellous history of his nation, and on Gud's deal-
ings with them in the ages that were past. And frum
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former days, hie drew the assurance that the like would
yutbe vouchsafed.  Splendid, indeed, was the long
record of lus country's dehiverances by the hand of
Jeiovah,  He could not be unmindful of the recent
interposition of God in behalf of Judah, when e
angel of the Lord went forth into the camp of the As.
syrians, and smote the thousands of Sennacherib, and
throughout the whole history of his nation, there were
the like proofs of Jehovah's interference in their favour,
But his mind, like the minds of all his countrymen of
wll ages, turned most readily to that dehiverance from
Egyptan bondage which the Lord had wrougiit for their
fathers ; and well, indeed, might he dwellon the glo.
viesof that eventful period.  Then it was, that God
cut Rakab and wounded the dragon; smote ther Egyp.
tian task-masters, amd tamed the pride of the fieres
tyrant who oppressed his people.  Then had Israq
left in safety the land of his captivity, winle from the
very fanuly of the Egypuians, there was hieard the
cry of mourning for the first born.  Then it was that
the anm of the Lord made the depths ofthe sea a way
for them to pass over, while the countless hosts of
Pharach sank Likelead i the maghty waters.  Then
did Ged guide them through the wilderness—daly
spreading lus cloud above them, and myghily lighting
up his piilar of fire to direct their path, and tell them
ot his presence.  Then had maama futlen from hiea-
ven, and water gushed forth from the flinty rock, to
satsfy then wamts,  Then had the warhke nations of
Canaan fld ULefore the wanderers of the desert; the
sun stayed his course that their victory ymght be com-
plete; Jordan was dviven back that the people mught
enter on thur inheiitance; the walls of the enemy
fell at the suund of thew trumpets; and the land that
flowed with mitk and honey was won for the chosen
of the Lord.  Oh. as he thought of thesc marvellous
doings of God for his church and  his people, was 1t
uot most natural for the prophct to entreat that smular
wterposition mght agam be vouchsafed 1« Anwnke,
awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord; awake,
as in the ancient days, in the generations of old.”
And was it not natural for kim to expect, that as God
had done such great things m tme past, he would wot
he slow to save in the time to come ? that as he had
burst the chains of Egypuan bondage, so he would yet
turn the capuvity of Zion 3 that as he had of old,
nade the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed of
the Loid to pass over, therefore the redeemed of the
Lord should return from their long captivity and come
to Zion with singing, and the sorrows of scventy
years be forgotten mn the restored prosperity of thow
nation. And the event has tanght the church in similae
circmnstances to mutate lis example. s prayer
was huard.  Hus expectations were answered.  The
ann of the Lord dud awake.  The princes of the hea-
then were muved 1o send back the childeen of the
capiivaty anto thess own laud.  The cnval and ccclest
asucal polity of the Jewssh nation was aguin cstab-
lished,  Jerusalem rose i new splondour from s

the contemplation of the gracious intuiyositions in fruins, and a waiple was built, of which 1t was pre




