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"thcorv o! tidal action," and ta
state the followingr proposition
wvhicli to a certain extent can be
experinientalix' sliown ta bc truc.
A body revalves about anothier
and sets Up tides upon it; flic cen-
tral bocly, is ratatiiig niore rapidly
than the other revolves; then thc
revoh'ing bocix, in this case the
moon, viii lic throxvn fartlier -and
fartier off, and tlie rotation of fic,
eax-th xviii le slowed down; finally
tiiere viii lic accorciance lietween
thec rotationi period o!flice anc
1iacl1- andi tlc revolution of thc
other, wvlien the latter w~i1l lie agyain
(irawn in and iii, until at last it
Nviii, xvitli ultra-filial ardour, fail
iîpon tue bosoîîî o! its parent

Disinissing tiien the questions
o! the iiiooni's- birtli and ultiiîatc
dlestin-,, w-e havec the fanîiliar proli-
lenii liefore us, îoxv xxould flic
luiîar surface appear if xxe stood
ulpon)i it, and througfli xvliat stages
lias it passel ? is it a xvaste of
barren rock or a ighrltv iceberg ?
Tiiose bill tops xve s0 plainix' sec-
have tlici- naring songys of praise
ta the Cr-eator licen sulent ever. or
lhaV( thex- re-eclîoed tjie living,
x-cicc iii ag es af flhc past ?- Tios'e
depressi ans. xralie-s, gi-eat plains-
hav-e tiiex' froîi fi-stzto las't been
scenes o! desolatioîî. ai- have tlîev
heen xva-,tered Ix- kzindîx srans
uuui-ingy arganic life iii ail its
x-aried forms ?

These questions are af perlîaps
no inîmediate inteî-est ta us as re-
gaî-ds aur affairs to-dax-, or aur
voî-k to-miorrow--lut lie lias oivy

liai! lived lus life -%vha lias not
scluglit ta le-arn froni tlic bûtok o!
natur-e itself saîîetlîing a! flic
Powver xvhich fasliioncd the cha-
acten-s ta l)e seen tiei-ein. One
iiiax- seekz ta tr-ace the lav o! pr-o-
gresý, andi orc1cr iii the heavens.
Ana(tiier. niaie humble iii lis as-
piratilins, mlax' lov-e ta heai- ini
picces ýand1 s5l)jcCt ta sci-utinv a
simple hiade o! gî-ss Bthi ai-e

Stan(ling ilufiiie(Iiatelv iii the pre-
sence of the Inifiniite.

'fhc iiioon (lacs flot tell 1.s, evefi
when interrogateci by- our Ilollest
inistriments, wletlier it is a rock-
bounid or snow-ciad -%vaste. But a
(iead xvaste it asstirc(llv is. EBm-
biemi of inconst'ancy to the poet,
seeking ta retain thec imag-erv of
the ag"oes w-len the 11100n wxas onlyN
noted for its cliangeful phiases, it is
in real truth a fittingy witnes; for
vows mneanit to be eternal. lit
looks down upon us with the sanie
ever beautiful face. A cloud.
passes, but it is flot a clouci of the
limar skv. Thicre under aur gaze
ini the telescope is the enlargeci
imnage of sonie great ringic-plain-, it
is ever the same, no gyreat up-
heaval. since w-e last looked upan
it. Uphieavals of some kind there
nmust have been once, cisc what (10
fliose valcanie-like formations
13wan «D But there are none no%%.
Ail is sulent and firm.

Whieî the observer lias studied
flie lurnar surface for even a littie
%vlii le, lic becoines impresscd withi
the i(lea that the great clark tinted
spaces, markcd "seas" upon a
lunar map. have reaflv beeni at one
tinic scas of w-atcr. lIt is an easy
step froin this to picture a woi-lç
thrabbing xvith life at one tine in
the course ni its historv. it is
soniehat of a shock then to learn
thiat the existence o! Nvater at ali-
tinie is anc of the (iisputed points.
The truc nîeaiiing of -whlat look~s
.1lke ivater action is among thie
invsteries. Althoughi sanie t1hink
the argument a littie far-fetched. it
stili bias to be miet. that thie gases
whiich forim w-ater and air cauld
never have cxistcd on the niioon or
On anv1 bodyv a! sucli snail mass;.
This is becauIlse the x-elocitv o! the
atoins of tiiese crases iii a frce
state, is. toa gîcat ta lic controlled
1w a 1)0(v miiiti ligliter thian the
ca-tli. Tiue aSeS %Vtoub1l escape lie-
fore coninilation l)ecaiiie possibile.
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