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IN TIME 0F LEEDJ.
Yes, you tnay do witlîout yourBil-es in

tue heyday of prosperity wvheîî the sunit
shines, and the birds sing, and nlot a
breath ruffles the surface .of your 8unîrner
sea. You may tiieu, possibly, attbrd to
r-est satibfied with barren tlîuoretie views,
or the chili tif skeptie creed-to regard the
Sacred Oracles as the effute record of a
by-gone ecuniomy- sîîriqiatecd so phisti les
--- soîno writitigs of Palettille peabants and
fisheriiiea, which the superstition of an
after age lias palnîed upon a too credulous
world. But wait tili the sky is clouded,
and the wind mioaxîs, and4 the hurricane of
trial is let loose ; aîîd whlere are you with-
o>ut these discredited pages then ? No
poetry, noi philîisîphy, cau hiusli the aor-
rowtz, and sstiafy tire yearnings of the
crushcd and brokeli spirit, ". tirat Book <of
books bas done. WVhen no ioher patiacea
is of any-avail, it hias put ctburigx intcr
fainting lîearts, and pece iîtto troubled
heax ta, and hope iîîto despairing heart8.
Greece and Romne! Sucrates, Cicere, and
Plato ! You have, we shlow, serveîd us
hieirs to îîîaîy guîldeti iiiaxiîns- beautiful
fantasies, 'which read pleasingly iii the suti-
shine. lulled by the ripjîles <if the brook
and the niusie of the grove-life ail cestasy
and rapture.

But fur the soul which, in its heur of
bitter desolation, craves for realities, coim-
înend me tii the Pdîalmîs of David and the
promîises of lpaiah-abiove ail, to the liv-
ing, loving balîîî-wîris (it Hiiii who s.tid,
"ICorne uiito nie, ail ye thiat labor, sud are
heavy laden, and 1 will give you remt."
Every other world oracle is a Delplrie une.
]t is either dunib, or its utterances are
perplexing, dubious, rnis]cadiiîîg. But
IlThy testirrî,nials aro very sure. " "lThe
word of the Lord is tried. " 6'This is mny
coinfort in mine affliction.. for Thy wvord
lbath quickened me ! ' IlBead, read the
Bible," said William Wjlherforce (in his
death bed. IlTlîrough ait rny lierplexities
sud distresses I never read any other
book, and I nover teed the want ot aîîy
other."-J. R. Macdr:ff, D. D.

GROWING UP.
This is the saine spirit which mninuies

everything that iis imear us, and mn ifie
the remote. The towiîspeople sayof the
distinguished preacher, or the well-known
lawyer, or the distinguished politician a-
bout whom every one i8 talking, -11 hy,

that is littîs Joliny A-! I used to
know him when lie was a freckled-faced
bov, samd it's his mothier who lives la the
little house Up c.n the turiipike." And
yeti iii spite of the facf. that Mr. John
Aé,-%vas borri in Squashiville, and that it

la bis niothier whîo lives in the little brown
house ou the turnpike, lie înay be the dis-
tiîîguished senator or the well-kîîown
îreacher. Huitau nature bies changed
little during the centuries. The chief
reas»î that iuîaiy wîîuld flot believe o11
our Lord, we reinemiber, waa the absurd
reasox that hie was the one whose tather
andl inother tbey kuew. In the house-
hold the father is slow to acleîîowledge
thitt the son who overmiops bis own gray
head nwy be quite as go<îd a fariner or
mechanit a i he la lîlîiself. Ho la stili
little Johrîiny, thme hoyislî, the frivolous.
He grew so gradually and right befure the
fat her's eyes, lu such a way that he nover
realized when Johnny put awsy cl>ildislV
thiîîgs snd becamie a mani. The mother
cati scarcely bring hersoîf to believo that
Mary, too, ie grown lup, that she la no
longer to be regarded or treatod as if she
%iore pinafores, but is a woman lîke bier-
self, with a grown woîuxsn's riglîts, and
privilegos snd opinlions of her owîî that
are to be respected.

Much unhappiness conies iiito familles
jumt by reason <if this iîaability to recog-
nizo grori th and advsncemeut in those
nearest us. It would be well for ovory
fat her and mothor to hear lu uîind the
discoveiy that thre genial Dr. Deeins mnade
at a recent conv'ention of young pecople,

that a young mn of to.day %who is
twenty-ffir years (if tige is just as,' old as
ho was himself when li, %%as twcrity-five
years of age.",

"'The, oldest iniîiister <'f the Gospel in
active service is Rev. WVilliaîîi Stoddai-t,
of thre parish of Moderty, in Sc<tland.
The baptismasl register shows that hie wms
baptized on the '29tli of Marcir, 1787. and
la now in his lO2nd yeau-. Fatiter Stod-
dart walks about a nmlle to lis preaching
service every Stinday with bîîîi3'nt step,
and preaches a serimn of about en* hour's
leragth, discharges, uriaided, ail lus pastor-
al duties, and la a mnt efficient. chairman
of the County Sohool Board."

There are twenty-two Protestant places
of worahip within thre walla of thre city of
Rome. Tbert' are tweuty six in Bounbay.


