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WINNIPEG, JULY 1, 1899.

WINNIPEG INDUSTRIAL

The coming annual fair of the Win-
nipeg Indusorial Exhibition Association
promises 10 he the most successful in
the higtory of this eunterprising and
prograssive Institution. ‘The interest
it the fair Is more widespread than
over, and 1v 18 now attracting visitors
and exhibitors not only from all parts
of our own country, hut also from
abroad. The exhibit in the lines of
manufactures wil] certainly far ex-
reedt any previous fair, and in agricul-
tural and live stock there wul no
duubit aiso be progress. Some $135,0u0
1s offered in prizes, many of which ire
large enough in the important claises
to attract keen competition. Tae
attractions, gports, horse racing, fire,
works, etc., havebhad'the anxious care
of tho committee for mony months,
and no pans have een spared t¢ make
this feature of the exhibition a great
rourco of enjoyment to visitors from
the country, who only on an occason
ol thls kmd have an opportunity of
regaling themselves in this way. ‘The
twildings have heen enlarged and im-
proved, where past experience has in-
dicated that such was necessary, the
agricultural mwachinery department
having been largely extended. Busi-
uess men as well as farmers will un-
doubtedly enjoy themselves and learn
somothing of value ag well by attend.
ing tho exhibition, and all who
can  manage to avail themselves of
tlay, the great annual event of West-
ern Canada, should certainly do Bo.
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Bueiness men, .-y of whom stick too
closoly to their desks or shops, will
cortainly find a visit to the Industrinl
an agreeable charge for thom.

Interesting Lotter.

Wo publish this week a letter from
th: great Boundaury country, of Brit-
ish Columbla, which will be of special
interest to business meun, particuiarly
those who havo been lookig for trade
in that quartor. It puts mutters just
about as they are in that quarter,
without elther trylng to boom them,
or to present things i an unnecessar-
ily depressed light.

The Boundary bistrict of B.C,
From Commorcial Roprosentativo,

To the uninitiated it may be stated
that the Boundary district o! B. C.,
though te a cervain extent undefined,
incluces all the territory fiom Chris-
tina Luke as far west as the Ogana-
gan river, taking In the new towns
u: Cascade, Cosumbia, Grand Xorks,
Greenwood, Midway, and mmning
camps ke MeKluney and West lForg,
It is the district in Britsh Columbia
which bas been most tatked arout tor
the past year, and particularly the
lase six months, It is the territory
through which the Coumbia & West-
ern raitway is being built.

Business 1a the Bounvuary district Ls
at present quiet, being to some  ex-
tenv the natural rcaction from 2
perfod of unusual activity, but also to
the season of the year, which in all
mining aistricts is & quiet one. ‘Che
pro-pectors, as a rule, a1¢ out on the
hiils. and the working winers cither
in the mlues or on their claims. Winter
und spring  are  the scasvus durug
which mintng cawmps {lourish. , . ,

Grand Forks and Coiumbia have
been jubilant over the prospects of o
smelter, which it has been uelinitely
annouticed wiill be built in their vicw-
ity. Thi> has Iimproved loeal prospects
50 far as thos¢ two townus are con-
cerned, and lhas stimuiated specula-
tion Greeawcod which has been the
most important town in the ulstrict
i a commercial way, and which dur-
ing the past wumter and spring has
been the Mecca of the miuning meir and
other  visitors, and progressed sory
rapiilly and substantially, is feelluyg
Jrs full most pereeptibly, vut its pos.-
tion in relation to vhe mines is assured
and the lull §; only tewporary. Midway
is slowly improving, ana Camp McKuw-
ney, the properties i which ior 2
thne expericnced quite 2 beom,
has again lapsed into guiescence.
With tho exception of the Cariboo
Amelia, which is one of the large pro-
ducers, tnere is no developed mine at
Camp McKinney, and ghe activity
there was largely the result of specu-
lation. West Fork, on a branch of
tiio Kottle aver, and Similkameen, are
two coming district.. and are atiract-
ing attention. Both possess [first.
ciass mineral indicatlons.

The Coiumbia, and Western branch
of tho C. P. R. is belng constructed
all the way from Robson to Midway,
and 1s uitimately headed for Pentio-
ton to make connection with the main
lino by way of Vernon. The grading
i nearly alil completed, and it is ex-
pected shat trains will be ruuning in-
to Greenwood by September or Cotu-
ber. The C. P. R. officials announce
that freight will be carried to Cas-
cade City by the firgt of .July, whence
it will be freighted by teams. This
will permanently divert tho traffic
from the American slde. Horetofore,

traffic cawe I elther by way of Boss.
burg, ou wio Spokane and durthern,
or lrom Ponuicwon over the C. B, R,
peLCssItuuIng 1ong staging or froight.
ing., AN unls will be changod upon
thie entry of the trains, one effect of
whichh wit bo the gensral lowering of
freigns and the cost ot living, At
present aund in the past freights cost
all tne way from 11-2¢ to 21-2¢ por
pouna from Wossburg and Yeutictou.
Lit anucipation ol the coming of the
rallway merchants are ordermyg very
light, and only for préesent require.
mouts If av all; otherwise [or delivery
by rall.

Just whab immoediate elfect the rail-
way will nuve it Is very difficult to
say. J4v will tirow a large number of
treigniers out of  employment, who
yaay or may not be able to [ind new
neids. Twere aroe hundreds of men and
teams engaged it the work of freighe-
ing, wno wiut suddenly be dispensed
with, A good deal of frelghting will
sul! ve done m the direction o1 West
Fork, Camp AMcKinney, Similkameen
and Repubnc,and the rallway will jn all
probubuity lncrease the trade in
ultoso directions, but as & who:e the
freighting business will be materially
dimminished, and in itsell 1t is & mater-
iul factor. Iu g business way tho ten-
dency of the ratlway will be to stim-
ulate buying aund probuply to over-
stock; thero will be, too, in ali proba-
billty, o considerable influx ve  visi-
tors. On the other hand, however, the
minog are not sulticient to warrant
the large expectations that have been
formed of traific and business on that
seore, Progress will, 1t is true, be much
more rapud in mining as soou ag the
railway arrives, as heretolore the vost
of bringing in machinery and suppiies
has seriously  rctarded deveiopment
work, which could unly be undervaken
in a small way by the average mine
owner, or by those having very Jarge
cupital at their disposal. Only a fow
o7 the mmes will be in a pusition  to
ship upon the arrival of une railway,
although there are g number which
give splendid promise. For this reason
thers will be considerable disappoint-
ment at the outset, especially  to
those who have been taking Lou ach
stock in the glowing deseriptions  of
the mines anu their imnediate pros-
p-tts It takes much longer than must
people lmagiue o pruduce shipping
nimies That is thoe general expernience,
ant! esp clally in  British Columoia.
But regarding the ultimate prospects
of, the mincs there can be ny  Jdoubt
wlhatsoover. The C. P. R. Co. is buil.-
ing it brauch lines to all the difierent
mining camps in the district at very
laige expense, and that corporation
does not usualiy undertake such cu-
terpriscs without being as first shor-
onghiy satisfiod as to 1inal resuits. ln
anolher year probably half & dozen
large mines will be shipping and two
smeltars in operation. 1t may be even
longer There is always or usually is,
a vkt in mining towns between  the
purely spceulative period and the ac-
tive shipping period, when there is a
big pay roll—what may be calied the
transition period,— and the Boundary
towns whieh up to the present have
had a fair scason of prosperity should
not bo disappointed if the experience
of Nelsonn and Rossland are repeated
there, notwithstanding the Jarge and
reasonable expectations of the future.
Such things cro inevicable as the re.
sult of too active speculation in the
beginning.

It will oe of interest to The Com-
geerclal readers to koow that it is in
contemplation to hold a general con-
ferenco of <the bdoards of trade of



