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OMh~EROIÂL YS AGEJITULTIJRAL
ISSUES.

Sa rntny ridiculous asrtiong hava boa» 'j

niade, eupposodly in tho intaeet of the p
framore, in the various agitations wxhich have ni
heon carrxod on lie in relation ta grainil
matters, thlat je la pleasing te The Commer-
cial ta observe saine sensible remarks upa»
the subject. . A countr-y paper, the Sourie s
Piaindealer, -in discussing the grain stundards t
raye: t

11Genoraliy speakitxg, 'ta think the farmnera
noad botther himesel! vory littie about thie
question. It affects buxn saine, just as every
ocher question of-ws or ur.wise trade ar-S
rangexment does. Hoe should use lus
influence *ta have - titis mattor as iioly f
arrangea ag poisibie, but ho noea net, t
lôok for any very groat ino}ecase l ix
tho ýprice of hie preduct no. motter what stan-
dards x.re slected. F arin ors cau influence the

pric ta auv cousiderable outeut in eue way 0
o",Y, andf that way le hy re!usiîxg ta soi! wbeu
the prico doas net suit thees, auxd ty getting t
out o! the habit o! d'umping the whole crop t
upon the markiet in 'one great rush during
abou t two monthe o! the yeýar."

\Vbaehardly ever boau without somone
agitation in Manitoba ini cennection 'with the
grain trado. According ta the affitators, the
farmers are always boixig swindled by soa
trick o! the trade. One WVinnipeg paper has
discoereà about hli a dozo» w.ays in ecd
one of iwhich thelfarmner ie boinr, swindied"
out of frein threo te tiqe cents par huchet on
evory huchet of wheat ho colis. This papor
has, of overdoxie' the thing oud xnade
itsolf ridiculous, for if its dtscovaries svere
truc. the total amount the farner is cheoîed
eut o! -would, r.ýgregato. 20 ta 30 cents par
bunliel on caca hushel of grain raid, aud this,
o! course, is ab surd. Sa far as tho fermer is
concernait, hoiwever, thes agitations are au
exageration ail thea way througli, and it je
theoeforo net ta bo wonderod at that somoe
ainusing lundors ehouiab hoxada.

One time it ie the mixing- o! wheat which
is doprassing prices. Nex t he farmers are
boing roha b3' a manipulation o! the,
grades. Agaîn, it le the standards which are
too Iigli, or ton law, and are workedPto choat
the prtducer. Another tinte, -vo have the
alieged elevator menopoly proented as the
ineans througli which the "swindiug." is
dane. ý"hero is always someting for the agi-
tatLrs ta -wojrk upon andl keap stimning up
strife. Tho lest o! the niattor le, liowevcr,
tint whi'le saime o! thms questions are o! im-
portance conerially, they have littia or na
bcaring upan the price paid ta tho fariner for
-wlieot. AUl the hubbuhb so f ar as t'he farmer
je conccrned is ovor notbing, and ho lias
moit.her gainea non lest anyt.hing by it. - The
oxily off ect of the agitation !jeta cause a feal-
ing e! ill wili, an(l mnake the farnera foal bad
by leading thom ta halievu that they are
being cheatof. Tho agitations, by causing
a. feeling o! dissatisfaction, are realiy au lai-
jury ta the fariner, as the tondoncy ls ta
maltehimiles contentait ana happy than ho
otherwise wautd ha.

The farmer has 1îià part of the work in O

roducing the whecat. If ho Witt attend to NI
lits to the best of hie ability, and bcave thse a
ommercial aspect of tii, whcat tiuesti>» tu 8
reni who uîîderstand it, 1ho wvi1 comae ont q
bead in the end. Tho farmer can influence t
rîcos ta the hast advatitage ta himeaif by r
triving ta produco the hast quality of wheat d
ad marketing it in the hest condition. P
bhat ie hie part of tho business. Ho xvill get d
aid for hie wheat i» proportion ta its value,t
Lo matter what agitators may prato about
sixing, standards or other questions Whan
ho farmer goos- into thoso mattea hoe genor- t
'iy takea up somothin- lho f003 net under- t
tand, and which if i je ot necossary for him t
e undoiztaud. WVhou lie listons ta the agita- 5
ors ho becomes imbuod 'with 'vague ideas
.bout beixxg choatad by tho buyers, and has f
île happinffl disturbed hy being made dis-
atisflcd.

As the Souris Plaindealor says, the wisa
armner noaf bottier himself very*littlo about
hezo questions, and ho noee not look for any
norcos in the price of wvheat as a resuit of
~ny changes of standards or other cammer-
ial ragulations relating ta tho.whoat trade.
le lias nlot bec» robbed or oheataf by any of
hese foatures of tho trade, the agitatars ta
ho contrary notwithstanding. If ho will
.ofusa te listen ta those whose chie! aim je ta
ocure notoriety or. furthcr porsonal ends by
playing upon hie credulity, aud will cultivato
a feeling of groatar confidence in huma»
nature, ho will at toast bo a happier man i and
f he li devote tho timo ta studying practi-

cal agricultural questions, which lgegiven ta
listening ta agitatars3, or tbinkixig about how
bo is beixxg choated, ha wiIt bo a more pros-
parous maxi. Business mon ara notali rogues.
Thoy ara probably just about as lioneet and
straightforward as the farmers, aven inctud-
ing the much abusof grain mon among tho
business class. If the farmer wiIl therefore
Just turn tho caîf ehoulder ta tho agitators
and false advisers, ho wxill bo more contented
aucl we wxagar ho wxiii got just as fuil ialuo
for the products ho lias ta soUl. Commercial
conditions ovar which ho baa no contrai, will
regulate the prico o! -the iatteragitation or
no agitation.

'VALUE OF FBJ!JSTED 'WHEAT.
Land Commissionor Hamilton o! the Cana-

dia» Pacifie Rai!way bas made a suggestion
regarding frostef 'wliat, which. is worthy o!
lieing acted upon. Ho suggests- that a test
3houif ho mnade by the govcrnment as ta, the
milling value of the different grades o! frosta
wxhcat. Ho thinks that a practical milling
and baking test o! avory grade of wheat froxu
No. 1 bard down, aboula bo mnade, nditin this
way the actual milling value of frostef whoat
wouid bo arrived at. The Commercial
seconds the motion. Thoro has bea» more or'
lacs a-.itati.bn about the value 01 frostod
wlhoat. Saine claita that tho farmers do flot
raceivo f ull vaiue fori hie class o! whoat. It
has beeu freely assart4'd that the grain -mou
taka advantage of the appearanca of frost te
boat down the price.- Some oveu go se far as
ta claim. that frostod whoat le very littie
damagod for illing purpoeas. The general
feeling'among the farmors is, tliat tliey ec
net get fult proportionate value for this cies

f wxhcat. On tho other band, ilho ruiloers,
~lio are tho oaly people who eau epeak with.
uthority on this question, claim that aven
liglitly frostcd. whfat is serbously reduced in
*uality fur milling purpas, andf soirii of
hem show their earnostnies in tig botie! by
cf using to huy whcat that je nt all badly
amxiged. Theoevidence of the inuller muet
revail in this matter, unboes vcry strong evi-
once le given ta the eontrary. An official
est, proporly andimxiartially carrief through,
~ould praeticaiiy seutle the question between,
lie milier and the farmer as to tho value of
hie clasm of wheat, and it scone dosirable
hat it should ho made.. Se far as the expert
rade is concerned, practical experionce hins
howxî that more than, value has beau paid
'or frosead wlicat in ycars past. Whlite tho
armers, or at least Jitoeo l hant for thea
'armer, have bean deelaring that.the farmor
vas bojing cheated in the sale of hie damaed
wheat, the exporters have, ou tho other liand,
nvariably lest money in handling tbie *ciass
if grain. A vast aura ai monoy hins boa»
ini in tho exportation o! frosted 'whoat
frim Ianitoba in 'past ycars. and aitogetixor
the handig of thit clase of grain has boa»
disastrous te the grain trade. No matter how
muait noise tho agitatars may make about
the farmers hoin,- chateil on their frosted
wlioxt, tihe fact romains that exporters have,
as a generai mile, lest money on thie dlace ai
grain. Perliaps, however, foroign and home
miilersaroali unnecseriiyprejndicaaint
frestaf wheat, andf a therougli test of its miii-
ing value by tho goverfiment might throw
saine liglt upan the subject. If thora je any
unreasonable prejadica against tae wheat on
thoi part a! the miliers, it wouid haý weli ta
have it knowii with a view ta dispeliing this
projudico. On tho other hand, if the millers
ara provad ta ho right, it wouid stop saine
useless agitation. hI wouid ho watt. te have a.
test made sean, i! jt je centempiated ta bave
ana at ail, se as ta heip the sale af damagof
stuif tis yaar, in case the rosuit shonîf prove
favorable.___________

FERfl THE POTATOE S.
WXe hear it reported that samne fariners are

Ion-ring their potatoes in the ground, as the
price in se low that thoy say it is net Worth
white digging them. The Commercial is lu-
clinef ie douht the reliability e! such statu-
monts, thougli it may possihiy ho trne ia a
very fow iseiated cases. At tho same time
there should ho ne loss on account of patatoos
being choap. The iprgo crop has mado them
ve'xy cheap lu the mnark-ets, but the farmer
shouif mlaiy ho the gainer hy this large crop.
Ho eau bced hie petatees ta hie live stock and
get good value for thom ia this wa.y. Roots
are. very littie grown for feof fer live stock in
Manxitoba. N'ât as much as tbey shonif ha.
Potatoee arc said ta hae a vory healthy and
valua'ble feof for animale in. tho winter cea-
son, when they ara on dry feef. Heogs wilI
do fat botter wxith came mixture cf this kiud,
than whon fed grain alono. Hoavy feoding
with grain alorte bias beau knowa ta hring on
diseuse, ainongst boga. Pbtateos are particu-
lariy recammendef. by cempeteut, authoritics
f4r fattoning hoge, iusta o! a straight
grain dieb. The quality of tho bacon le aie
said ta ho greatly impreved by a -ni-iea diot
of thie kind. Cattie and herses; are greatiy


