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largo exporting companies probably catch more
fisli ina singlo day, than wero caught hy all
the small local Gshermon combined in an entiro
season, This will show how absurd are these
new regulations, If there is danger of deplet-
ing tho Manitoba lakes, lot the fisheiy experts
decide what quantity of fish may bo caught each
season {n the differeat lakes, without cndanger-
ing the supply, and then limit the export in
proportion. If found necessary for the protec-
tion of tho fish, the limitation of export would
sottle the whole matter, without interforing in
any way with the local fishormen. Whitefish
could be protected in this way, whilo no limita.
tlon need be placed upon jackfish, eto. Ificis
uadesirable to limit the exports by direct en.
actment, the oporationsof tho exporting compa.
pies could be limited if it is really found neces-
aary to protect the fish,

In regard to tho smaller variotics of fish,
seine nets of a smaller mesh than the gill nots
aro sllowed, bat it is not found practical to use
the seine nots to advantago in the lake It is
true that fishing in the southern end of the
lake, where other varieties than whitefish are
principally caught, has been carried on most-
ly in the winter, but considerable fishing
hasalso been dons in the summer and fall, which
is now prohibited.

There are 3,0001celanders settled at the south.
western extremity of Lake Wionipeg. These
people wers induced to go thers through the
representation of government agents concerning
the grest wealth of the lake fisheries, which
they would be able to eugage ia for domassic
and commercial purpnses. They accordingly
sett]lé2-along-the -lake, though they could have
easily sectired -much -more -desirable locations
for-mjeicvilural pucposeselsewhere. Now they
areiptotitbited/from-fishing for sale, as noune of
theth-hdve-the-tapital to:fish under the new
regtilations. There is-no objection to reaswna.
ble-pratastion-of thefisheries, but there is seri-
ous-oljaction-to-these-regulations, ‘which inter-
fore-with’tho'small local - fishermen. There is
no need:to:prohibit:fishing'in any part of Lake
Wintipeg, <or in’any other of the Mauitoba
Lakes, for-local commercial purposes. -All‘the
fishreanght for-local'commercial purposes is but
s drdpin-the 'bucket. If it is necessary to
farther restrict-fishing, we 2ay again, let:the
restriction ‘be-placed entirely upon fishing for
export., IlHefact however, thit fish are appar-
ently more plentiful than ever this year in Lake
Winnipeg;woildeeem to indicato-that the s'leg-
ed depletion pf the lake is a trumped up-afiuir.

Tueouclusion wo would say, as in & former
artiols, that Mr. Wilmot utterly failed tograsp
thesituation concernlag *he Msnitoba fisharies,
as is-evidenced by his recommendations. ‘He
may-bepoated-in-fish caltare, but-he is-either
grossly’incompetent as-an inspector, -or-he al:
Dwed *hinivelf'to'be'influenced -for ‘some -other
reason, toreport sy'hetid. TweCouweroras,
its readereWellkooiv;:hasno spdlitical -motive
to sdrve~in “ugain<tdking ~up *tbis .qusition;
Nelttiet is it influenced by personal animosity’
agaiit=-Mr.~Wilmotworrie looal Sfcials who
pla.nged his repott for him. It is simply the
desire of ‘this journal fo ses justice aud reason
prevail in this fshery-question,

THE BOOM IN WHEAT.

In an artiole in Tug CoMMEBReIAL of July 27,
it was pointed out, in reply to some of the
“boom” stories in circulation about wheat
prices, that wheat for September delivery in
Mauitoba, was then worth about 70 cents per
bushel for No. i hard., Forthwith an exchange
stated to the offect that the Winnipeg grain
men had “fixed" the price of wheat for this
season at 70 coats. This “fixing” tle price of
wheat, frequently referied to by Maritoba
papers, is sometbing calculated to make a grain
man smile, seeing that the value of wheat varies
from day to day,in keeping with fluctuationsin
outsido markets. The statement whea tho
article referred %0 was written, that wheat was
worth 70 cents, Septomber dolivery, in Mani-
toba, wus based on the export value of wheat.
Chicago, Minneapolis, Duluth and other great
wheat markets usually vary but a trifle in their
relative quotations of wheat, though occasion
ally local speculative influences may cause very
temporarily an abaormal condition of quotatioas
at one point. Taking the value of wheat at
these leadiog markets, as a basis of export
values, aud i is an easy matter to calculate to
a fraction what wheat is worth relatively in
Manitoba.  QOccasionally prives have ruled in
Manitoba higher than export values, aud then
in a sense the local grain men may be said to
have ¢‘fixed” prices, as local causes have opera-
ted te increase prices beyond export values.

Since the article uppearing in our July issue
wag writteo, wheat has taken a big advance.
Soptember delivery at Dualuth was at that
time quoted at 85 to 86c per bushel for No. 1
nocthern,  Oa Saturday, Aog. 15, at the same
market, Septembor wheat was quoted at §1.02
for No. 1 northern, and §1.05 for No. 1 hard.
Hero was a clear gaia of 16 to 17 cents per
bushel in three weeks. Prices ave lower this

week at the time of writing, but our market re-"

ports will show any chaoges to the ead of the
week.  The greatest excitement was oo Satur
day, August 15, when Dualuth advanced over 6
cents on this day alone, while the saime day
Chicago was about 73c higher at the close for
September option. It has been w long time
since 30 much excitement has centered about
wheat in the large United States markets. Fri-
day, Aug. 14, was a wild day in wheat at Chi.
cago.  What started tha excitement, it is just
difficult to explain. Speculators seemed to get
sudderly alarmed all at once, and those who
were ““shoit” were frantic to cover. This speo-
ulative craze was increased by strong cables
from abroad. Wheat advanced 4 cents at
Chicago on August 14. The excitement was
continued on Saturday, Aug. 15 a$ Chicago, at
fever heat. What wmay be noted about this
wheat “boom" is, that there was no pacticular
cause for it, as on each of these da.ys of the
great excitement, there was nothing startling in
the way of news, to change the situation, It
appears to have beer a “‘short” scare, with no
doubt considerablo manipulation of the markets
by speeunlative influences not readily discern-
ibl‘e..

Editorial Notes,

Tue irrepressible A, W. Ross has beeu
telling & Minncapolis reporter that the most

conservative cstimato of Manitoba's wheat crop
is 30,000,000 bushels, in consequonce of which,
of course ho prediots a real cstate boom, This
is about as near tho truth as A, w'. can come,
It is such blatherskits statoments as this, from
irresponsible characters of the A. W. Ross
stripe, which disgust sentible people with Man-
itoba, and causo so many persons in thc east
and the Unitod States to sncer when this prov-
inco is meationod,

Oun new Premier, Hon. Senator Abbott, has
80 fur created o very favorable impression with
the people generally. His call to form a
goveriment was looked upon ab the oulsct as
merely a makeshifi, and it was generally be-
lieved that his governmont would be but a
temporary one to tide over the crisis in our
pablic affairs.  Mr. Albott, though standing
high in the estimation of thoss intimately ac-
quainted with him, was unknown to tho people
of Canada in a wide or genoral acnse, up to tho
timo heo undertook to form a government, His
task as suicessor tu Sic John was a most daffi-
cult one. It was looked npon as au experiment
the saccess of which was vory problematical.
Though the presont administrativn is still con.
sidered but a temporary one, it is safe to say
that Mr. Abbott as a leader, stands in a differ-
ont position in the public estimation to what he
did on first assuming the responsibility of
office. His mauner of dealing with the dopart-
mental scandals at Ottawa, and his appareat
earnestness to have a thovough investigation of
the charges, indicate that he has grasped th
reing of government with surprising vigor and
firmness,  Other features indicate that his ad-
ministration is not to be a week aud incipid
one. Mr.Abbott's speech upon the Hudson
Bay railway will be particulaily well received
in the west.

As NoTED in the veport of the Winnipeg
board of trude inesting publishea lest weok, i%
will bo seen that the board has undertaken to
impress upon the proper authorities the neces-
sity of more stringent measures agaiost the
spread of noxious weeds, This action has not
been taken any too soon. There has been
shocking neglect in this matter, and it is little
to the credit of the governmentauthorities chat
the boaid has been obliged to urge this queation
upon their attention.  The Winnipeg district
has suffered the worst from the spreading of
weeds, and a short drive anywhere in the coun-
try surroandiog the city, will be ample to suc-
prise those who are not aware of the actual
state of affuirs,  Farr «fter farn is 2 mass of
weeds. Those who try to keop duowa the
weeds, are disheartened from the crops of
thistles, mustard, etec., which are allowed to go
to seed rear them, and which renders their of-
forts futile to keep their own land clean. The
pathmaster system is of no use, as local.mea
will not enforce the law. We are aware of in-
stances where pathmasters have absolutely re-
fused to iaterfere to compel parties to cut
weeds, saying they were not going to qaarrel
with their ncighbors. The most stringent act
is necessary, and competent officials should be
appointed as inspectors, who would be directly
responsible for the enforcement of tho law,.if
the country, and Winnipeg distrist in particu-
lar is to.be saved. It is said that patches of
weeds aro flourizhing on the road allowances
and on vacant lands. aboot the outskirts of the
city, while the river banks are producing crops
of weeds year after ycar, from which the seed
ig scattered over the adjoining country.



