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ing our standards as they were, “There is no
doubt but that a cortain amount of confusion
would have rosulted to exporters who have plac-
ed their samples and gold from them,but it cert-
uinly is a great pity that through the grades m
force being extremely high the export figures
will show a comparatively small amount of
No. 1 Hard Wheat as going out of the country
this year, the bulk of the crop ranging but
very little below the etandurd for No. 1 Hard,
which calls for not less than 85 per cent. of
pure Red Fife Wheat.

" Your Council are of opinion that a strong
protest should bo made by this Boai. againat
the principle that Eastern Bonrds of Trade, or
other organizations, shall determine on and de-
cide on the standards of wheats grown ounly in
Manitoba and the Northwest Territories ; and
that the Dominion Government after, at the ro-
quest of this Board, gazetting changes in the
standards of Manitoba wheat, should cuncey
those changes ¢ & the request of the Boards of
‘Prade of Toronto and Montreal, without evon
consulting this Board.

GEAIN MOVEMENT.

Your Council opened up 2 correspondence
with business men at most of the principle
grain shipping points in the province, with the
object of securing from thewm authentic inform.
ation of the movements of grain and the facili-
ties offered by the railweys to handle the busi
ness. In most cases returns have been receive
and.a fair understanding of the car supply ren-
dered has been kept up.

The returns of the Grain Inspector show the
amount of wheat and other grain inspected at
this point, where the C. 2. R. require that all
grein shipped “‘all rail” to the cast should be
inspected, but as much of the wheat inspect-
ed here is re.inspected at Port Arthur, and
proctically all of the wheat shipped during the
season of open navigation on the great lakes
passes Winnipeg without inspection, the Win.
nipeg Tnspector’s returns give no indication of
the total exports. On account of the re-in-
spection of a good percentage of the wheat in-
spected here, on its arrival at Port Arthur, no
total of the complete returns of the two inspect-
ors will represent the actual exports, a itate of
affairs which is very unsatisfactory. The Can.
adizn Pacific Railway tonnage returns would
supply all the information required but access
to these is denied by the railway authorities.

CUSTOMS MATTERS.

Your Council have to express their thanks to
Ticut.-Coloncl Scott, Collector of Customs, for
the prompt assistance he has given to your
Council, in supplying customs statistics and in-
formation un several oceasions,

A memerial was addressed Ly the Council to
the Minister of Customs on the matter of dis-
crimioation in tho extension of time to import-
crs in Dritish Columbia, in which to make
entrics of dutiable goods “'in transit” when the
dutics were increased. An cexplanation was
made to your council that the discrimination
applicd only to goode *in transit,” via Cape
Hom, to British Columbia, -

The question of the duty charged on certain
descriptions of. fishing twine also occupied the
attention of your council.

OOMMERCIAT, TNION.
An invitation was extended to the Hon. Mr.

Butterworth and Erastus Wimun, Esq., to ad-
dress o public meeting on this aubject, which
was nccepted Dy both gentlemen, but unfortun.
ately, circnmstances have since prevented them
from visiting the Province. No action has been
tuken by this Board to pluce on record any en-
dorsation or rejection of the Comnercial Union
movemnent, which has been the couse of much
discussion in the Eastern Provinces, and especi-
ally with Boards of Trade. Mr. Goldwin Smith
addressed a public meeting in the city on the
subject, which was well attended.
POSTAL MATTERS.

In February last, many complaints were
made to the Board concerning the unsatisfac-
tory state of the mail service between Winni.
pegand the points on the main line of the
Coanudian Pacific Railway westward, on Wed-
nesday and Thursday of each wecek, there being
no mails despatched to the west on Wednesdays
and none coming enst on Thursdays. Your
Council took immediute action and appointed a
committee to wait on the Post Office Inspcctor.
After consultation with him a memorial was
prepared and forwarded to the Postmaster-
General, which represented the serious incon-
venience to the business community caused by
the existing arrangements, and asked that the
local passenger trains should carry mails on
days when no through trains ran. No notice
was taken by the Post Office Department of
this memorial, the trceipt even not being ac-
knowledged, but in the month of August the
Hon. Mr, McLellan, Postmaster-General, visited
the city, and was waited upon by a committee
appointed by the Board to aguin take up the
matter. Thoe result of the visit of this deputa.
tion was, tiat an order was issued to send
mails on the local trains between Winnipeg and
Brondon on Wednesdays and Thursdays.

. A petition was received from Glenboro! ask-
ing the Council to use its influence in securing
for points along the Manitoba Southwestern
Railway, the privilege of mail scrvice on each
day that an express train ran on thst lice. The
Post Office authorities were communicated with
but so far no change has been made in the
service.

FIRKEWOOD SUFFLY.

In December last a deputation of the dealers
in firewood, of this city, waited on yoar Coun-
cil, and asked its assistance in procuring from
the Canadian Pacific Railway some velief from
the operation of an order, issued by the com.
pany, denyingto firewood shippers, at poiuts
on the main line, cast of Sclkirk, the privilege
of loading cars between stations. The deputa.
tion represented that as the privileges of cut.
ting wood on government lands were only let
for & period of onc year, shippers could not
afford to put in side tracks at theirown expense
for a year's urade, apd under the new order
issucd by the railway company, shippers in
cars would have to haul wood six miles for

shipment.  Your Council appointed a commit. |

teo to wait on the railway company, with the
result that an amicable arrangement wasmade,
by which shippers will bo enabled to load cars
at convenient points.  This matter wasan im.

portant one,-as it was estimated that under the:

order, firewood would cost, laid down in the
city, fully one dollar per cord more than at the
present.

OFFICIAL ASSIUNEES,

In June, it camo to the knowledge of wem-
bers of the Council that the Provincial Govern-
ment intented to appoint an official assiguee,
and to make some changes inthe Act regulating
the mode in which assignments were made.
Fully recognizing the importance such a change
would have to the mercantile community, your
Council after considering the proposed changes
in the Act, appointed n deputation to wait on
the Attorney-General. The deputation placed
their viewe before the Government and sccured
certain modificatiens which made the provisions
of the Act less objectionable. As the proposed
amendinent stood, it was compulsory on the
part of persons assigning, to do 8o to an official
assiguee appointed by the Provin.ial Govern.
ment. ‘The deputation had this changed so
that an assignment might be made either to the
assignee, or to & person chosen at a meeting of
the creditors of the cstate, but disallowing the
privilege of an assignor placing his estate in the
hauds of any person of his own choice outside
of the above mentioned. A provision was also
secured that the official assignee should not in-
cur but a very small preliminary expense before
a mecting of the creditors was held.

LOCAL INDUSTRIES.

A standing committee on industries appoint.
ed by your Council, held several meetings, and
congulted with a numberof persons desirous of
acquiring information in relution to manufac-
turing and other industries. Numerous letters
have been received during the year from per-
sons desirous of ascertaining the feasibility of
establishing works for the manufacture of im.
plements, {lax-twines, leather, ete., all of which
have received attention, and information has
been returned.  We would suggest that every
opportunity be seized for making kuown the
natural resources of this country in minerals,
fish and agricultural productions. The manu.
focture of the flax straw, which now is de.

‘stroyed, offers o field for investors; as does the
development of the coal beds of the west ; the
immense deposits of rich iron ore at Lake Win-
nipeg ; the salt and petrolewin deposits near
Lake Winnipegoosis; the building stone and
lime materirls, which, in unlimited quantities:
are within casy reach of the city; the brick
clays; the straw for paper making ; poplar for
wood pujp, ete., ete.  Little cffort has yet been
made to draw attention to the valuo of our lake
fisheries, though the whitefish from Lake Win-
nipeg are shipped toall the Western American
citics, as far distant as Kansas City. Through
.8 lack of appreciation of the immense arca of
Lakes \Vinnipeg, Manitoba and Winnipegoosis
{over 13,000 square miles), where fisheries are
at pressnt established, an attempt has been
made to provent the exportation of iish. Con-
sidering the fact that a large amount of capital
has been invested in the tugs, fishing plant,
ctc., and that the exportation of whitefish only
averages about one pound weight 10 cvery fen
acres in tho three lakes named, whilo a capable
inspector superintends and enforees the fishing
regulations, it is to be hoped that commonsense

will bo exercised if any changes are contem.
plated. In addition to tho above three lskes,
wo have in the Northwest not less than 40,000
squaro miles of lake surface, affording an abun-
dant iish supply, which uas not yet boen drawn

on save by the Indians and fur traders,




