
TEE CODMMERC~IAL

inq aur standards ns thcy werc. Thote ils no
doubt but thot a certain ament of confusion
wvould ]lave rosuilted to exporterasvisebave Vp ac.
cd their samples and sold froam thcm,butt it cert-
ainly ils a great pity that tbrough the grades lis
force being extrcmncly bigb the expeort figures
%viil shlow a coniparatively amuait ainlounit of
No. 1 liard Wheat as goiîîg out of the coîustry
titis year, thc bulk of the crop ranging but
vcr little bclow the standard for No. 1 liard,
whicb cails for not leus titan 85 per cent. of
pure Red Fife Wlîeat.

"Your Couneil are of opinion that a stiroug
protesÎ shouilc bc mnade bythis Bloat,.%_ %gain;,t
tîte prineiple that Eastern Iloardls o! Trade, or
other erganizations, shall detcrmine ons and de-
ciqe on thie standards of wrlieats grnit only in
31anitoba and the Northu'est Territories ; and
tlutt the Dominion Goverumssent lifter, at the ro
qucst of this Bloard, gazetting changes in the
standards of Manitoba wheat, should cuncel
thoso changcis zt the rcquest of the B3oards of
Tradle of Toronto aud Montreal, wirlîout evon
cottsulting titis Bloard.

ULAI.N 31OVEMNT.
Your Council opened up !a correspondence

with business men at inoit of the principle
grain shippitig points in the province, with tlic
abject of sccuring framn them authentic inform.
atioù of the movenîcants cf grain and the facili-
tics offered by t railwr.ys te handle the bui-i
nms. lu most cases returns have been rceci-
and.a fair undcrstanding cf the car supply rois-
dlercd lias bcen kcpt up.

The rcturns of the Graini Inspector showv the
amouut cf ivlieat and other grain inspected at
this point, xvhore the C. P. R. rcquire thut ail
grain shippcd "ail rail" ta the eust ahoula bc
inspected, but as much of the îvheat inspeet-
cci bore is rc.iaspected at lPort Arthur, and

pr.tclyail of the Nvbeat ahipped during the
scason of open »aîýigation on the great lakus
passes Witnnipeg ivithont inspection, te Vils.
nipeg Inspector's returus givc nîo inclicatioit of
the tztal; exporte. On account of the re-in-
spection cf a good percentage of the whcat in-
spccted bore, oni its arrivai at Port .Arthur, no
total o! the comîplute retuits cf t two inspect-
ors wiil represent the actual experts, a âtate cf
affaira whicb is.very uîtsatisfactory. The Catn.
tidiu. Parifie Railway tonnago rceîîrns %would
supply all the information reqniredi bnt access
ta thesc ia denied by tho railvay authoritics.

cUSTcMS blATrF.S
Your Council have to express their tltauks ta

Lieu t.-Colonel Scott, Collecter cf Customs. fer
the prompt assistance ho bias given tu your
Council, in supplying custonis statisties and in-
formation on several occasions.

A inemoriai was addresscd by te Council ta
the Minister cf Cxustomns aus the matter of dis-
climnatlon ini the extenaïon cf Urne to imnport.
crs in llritish (,olumbia, iii wbich to malce
entries cf dutiable &oodit "ini trait" vhcn tltc
duties wre increc. An explatiatien iras
mtade ta your council that tho discrimination
appflio only ta goo<ls "ini transit," via Cape
Ucora, to British Columbia.

The question cf Uie duty chargea on certain
descriptions of . flshing twinco aise oecnpi<1 the
attention cf your counscil.

An invitation ras extcndccl te theboll. Mr.

flutterwvorth and Eratus Witnan, Eslq., te ad-
dress a public meceting ons titis aubject, which
iras acccptcd by both gentlemn, but utîfortuns.
ately, cireciistcnces bave since preventcd tiens
frot visliting the Province. No action lias been
tîcken by titis Bloard ta place on record any on-
dorsation or rojection cf the Commtercial Union
tuovemnont, xvbich bias been the couse cf mucbs
discussion in the Eaatcrn Provinces, and e8peci.
alIy Nvith Boads o! Trade. Mr. Goldin Smnithc
addressccl a publie meeting in the city ois the
subjeet, wvhich ivas wveil attended.

POSTAL 31ATTMIS.

In Fcbruary inst, uîany complainte %veto
miacle te thet Board concerning the unsatisfac-
tory ntate cf the mail service betwccn WVinni.
peg and tîce points an the main line uf the
Canladian Pacifie Railway ivestiard, cin Wed.
niesday andI Tbuirsday of each week, there being
ne mails dcspatclbed to the west oisWednesdays
and none eomning east ons Thnursdays. Veur
Couucil took iniediate action and appointed a
comntittcc te wair ons the Post Oflico Inspetor.
After consultation with Itini a incinorial iças
preparcd andI forirarded ta the lostiiaster-
General, which represented tbe serions incon-.
venience to the business community caused by
the existing arrangements, andI auked that the
local pssngcr tra ins aboula carry miails on
days when ne tbrouglb trains rail. No notice
iras taken by the Post Office Departînciît ci
this inemorial, tire rrceipt even net being ac-
knowlcdgecl, but in the meontit cf August tbe
lon. MIr.Mccli,Postmaster-Generai, visited
the city, and iras iraited illton by a committcc
appointed by the l3oardl te agin take up thc
inatter. Tho resait of the risit cf this deputa.
tian %vas, ititat an order iras issued te tend
mails on the local trains betwccen Winnipeg andI
Brandon ont Wednesdays andI Tbumsdaya.

.A petition iras receivcd frein Gletiboro: ask-
ictg the Council ta use its influence in securing
for peints along the Manitoba 8outhivestern
Railivay, the privilegû ef mail service on cach
day that an express train rau on thet lice. The
Poest Office autherities irero coluscunicated îvitb
'but se far no change lias bern mnade in the
nervice.

Fîîc.uwool) SULIrLy.
liu Decemnbcr last a deputat ion of the dealers

in fireîvood, cf this city, ivaited on your Ceun-
cil, and askcd its assistance in proccîring freits
the Canadian Pacifie Railway srtme relief frein
the operatien cf an order, issuced by the comn.
pany, dcnying te fircwod shlippers, &t points
on the main linse, eaut of Selkirk, the privilege
o! Ioading cars betiveen stations. Tho depuis.
tion reprcsentcd that as the pririleges cf eut-
ting n-ccd on govertiment lattis iere only lot
for a period o! one year, shippers coulil net
afford ta put ina ide tracts nt thelrocir expense
for a Selles trade, antI under thc noir order
issucd by the railway coniparly, shippera in
cars wcoîîld have ta bad irced six miles for
shipmcnt Your Cotincil appointed a conmmit-
tee ta irait on the railcray comply, 'with the
resuit that an amicablo arrangement iras madIe,
by -which shlippers içih, bc cnabled te loatI cars
at con-eaient peints. This matter wua au im.
portant ont, -as iZ wua cstinated Uthât ndcr Uhe
order, fireirood irenid colit, laid down in thc
city, fulîy one dollar per cord mort th&sn sit the
prellent.

OFFICIAI. AScM$

In Jîune, it caie te tihe knowledge o! tuent-
bers cf te Coctmtcil timat the Provinicial G;ovr--
inent intented tw appoint an official nssigtiee,
and te make some chtanges iii the Act regulating
tue nmode in iviic assignmnenta iere muade.
Fufly reçogitiziuig tlie importance ssoit a chiange
cvotild havre ta the mercantile conimunity, yonr
Council after eonsidcring the proposed changes
in the Act, tppo*-nttd a deputation tu wait on
tîte Attorney. Gencrai. Tito deputation placed
their views before the Governittent atîd scured
certain mnodifications wviicb maode tîte provisions
cf tlie Act less objectionsabie. As the proposed
amendaient toud, it %vas conxpuisory on the
part of persons 11,3îgîîing, ta de se ta an official
assiguc appoistteil by thte Provin.ial Govern-
mnent. Tilte depîttation ltad titis changea so
titat ant assignisnent tnight be madIe citîter te the
issigne, or ta a person cheseti at a meeting of
the creditors o! tite estate, but disaiiowving the
privilege ot an assigner placing Itis estaste in thc
itauds o! any perse» cf bis ovnl choice outside
of tihe abox-c ttentioncd. A provision %vas aise
scured titat the officiai assignc should net in-
cctr but aà veo- sinaîl preiimiîîarycxpeîse before
a meeting of the creditors iras lteid.

LOCAiL INDUSTRIES.

A standing comînittc ons industries appoint-
cd by your Cotincil, Isold sci-cral mecetings, antI
censulteil îith a nmner of poisonts (luirons ei
iacquirittg informnationt in rcUationi to inccntac-
turing and other industries. Numîîcrous letters
have been reccived durittg the year trot» pe-
sonsj desiretîs cf ascertaining te fcasibility et
esgtablisbingivot-ka for the manufacture et im-
plements, fiax-timnes, leather, etc., ail cf wbiclt
have recciveci attention, aitd informnationi bas
been returncd. We ivonici suggest thàit evcry
epportîtnity bie seized for staking kuovu the
natural resoutcês cf thiz country in mnterals,
fils ancd agricuitural productions. Tite manui-
facture cf th flax att-alr, sviicb nov s(le.de
stroyed, effets a fieldI for invtestors; as dees the
derelepliîcnt of tite coal boa ei the srest ; the
immense deposits ot ricb iron orc nt Lakce Win-
nipeg ; te sait anti petroleuin deposits% »car
Lake Winniipcgoosis; the building aiterne anul
lime materials, which, iii unlimiteci quantites,
aretvithin easy reacb of the city ; the brick
ciaya; Lihe att-ai for paper ilaking ; pàplar for
%voeed pîîlp, etc-, etc. Little effet-t has yet been
mnate to ilraîr attention to, Uic vaille of car lake
fislirice, though the whitefish front Lake WVitz-
îi.pug arc shippeci toal tîte Western .Amcrircan
cities, as far distant as Kansas City. Through
.a iack cf appreciatien cf the immense atem of
Lakes %Vinnipeg, manitoba anaI wianipegeosis
(over 13,000 square miles), iitere fisheries arc
at presatnt establishied, an attempt has been
madIe ta prevent the exportation cf ,ish. Con-
sidering the tact that a large amecint cf capital
bas been invested in te tugs, fishing plant
etc., andI that tce exportation of wbitefislî only
averages about ont 7»1132d ,reighi Io ecYt, tell
acres in the threc lakes nanîcd, irbilo a capable
inspecter superintends ana enforces Uico filsbing
regulations, it is ta bc hoped that commonsenso
vrili bc cxcrciscd if any changes are content.
platcd. In addition to thc abïovo tht-ce lekes,
ire have in tho Wortbwvest net lesu than 40,00o
squarc miles cf lake surface, afforcling an abun-
daant ftsh sUPPly, Whicb '-sas net yet bocti drain
on save by thc Inditana andi fur tracers


