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wages incrensed twenty per cent, and
subject to o forced idleness for twenty
per cent. of hiy time, is no better off; even
when tho actunl amount of his pay only
is considered, and when the high prices
for the necessaries of life caused by in.
creased cost of production are taken into
consideration, ho is the greatest sufierer
from what protectionists tell him is legis-
lation specinlly on his behalf,

There is o law of supply and demand
which must find its level like water, and
which 1f put at defianee will enuse trouble.
The wider the range given for the opera-
tion of this law, the less cause there 15 1o
apprehend trouble, and advocates of pro-
tectivo tarifl have but o poor comprehen-
sion of its workings, if they think they
can confine them within the limits of the
country over which any system of protec-
tive tavifiextends.  Slaughter sales in
foreign markets, restricted production
and other untrade-like arrangements may
be attached as safety valves, but they will
all be found insuflicient to prevent trouble,
and indeed an actual ivjury to the inter-
ests they are intended to protect.

We cannot say that Canadn has as yet
done much in the foreign market slaugh-
ter sale, nor, indeed, are our industrial
interests hacked by suflicient wealth, to
admit of much of that being practised.
But the whole industrial system of the
Dominion is suflering now from the pres-
sure of over production caused by pro-
tective bolstering, and before a healthy
state is reached, our manufacturers will
find, that the depressive reaction will
cause them losses, which will more than
counter-balance all the gains they made
during the first waves of inflation.

THE CIYIG ELECTIONS

There area few ceremonious people in
Winnipeg, who think that the city Board
of Trade stepped aside from its proper
sphere, and somewhat lowered its dignity

(in taking any action in connection with
civie atfairs.  We suppose such people as
:a rule hold very tixed opinions, and it
would be useless trying to convince them
of the error of their views, It is fortu-
'lnatc however, that the nuwber of such
peoplo Is very limited, and their displeas-
wure the Board has no reason to fear, The
“unadimity with which the hundreds of
“rat,epaycra who attended the convention,
Bendorsed the Buard’s action proved how
,xtruly grateful our citizens generally wore

for the eftfort in favor of municipal reform,
thus emanating from the first mercautile
organization of Manitoba.

It is only natural that an orgauvization
of business men should be prompt to per-
cieve mismanngement of the city’s busi-
ness, and they were only  following out
the policy of their every day life when
they took steps to vomedy the evil.  Mer-
cantile wmen above all others know the
value of a good credit, and the pains ne-
cessary to preserve the same. It canuot
be woundered at, therefore, that they
should interpose to stop the ruin of the
city's credit.  In so doing they were only
{uiting advantage of the rights possessed
by all vatepayers, and the perfection with
which they gave practical shape to their
opinions, proves that their tact can be
safely trusted in a matter where the in-
terests of the citizens are at stake, while
the fact that scarcely a member of the
Board had any desire for municipal hon-
ors shows how disinterested was the spirit
with which they took hold of the work.
If they have accomplished nothing more,
they gathered together the largest and by
far the best represevtative conmection
which has as yet met in connection with
Winnipeg municipal affairs, and it is idle
talk to say, that the labors of such a con-
vention will prove valueless. A full array
of candidates for our civic oflices has been
put in the ficld backed by an organization,
the united cflort of which must ensure
success. That they have selected the
best available men in every instance, it
would be folly to state. But they have
certainly nominated candidates for mayor
and council, who must, if elected, be a
great improvement upon the “ Baker's
dozen” who hwe so muddled our muuni-
cipul afairs during the past year,

That this ticket of the citizens will
meet with bitter opposition in several
quarters we must expeet,  “The fact that
it fails entirely to represent the bummer
clement is enongh to bring out opposition.
For that element unfortunstely holds
some power in Winnipeg, and it has been
so pampered aud petted of late, by men
whom the citizens have placed in oflice,
that it has grown arrogant. _Arrogance
usually precedes a fall, and all that is
necessary to secure its collapse is unity on
the part of the active business element of
the city.  Onee secure thorough unamity
in that clement, and no other combina-
tion of clements can stand against it eith-
erin a municipal or any other election,

CLEAN YOUR WHEAT.

If there ever wasa doubt about the
necessity for cleaning elevators through-
out Maniteba it has certainly bLeen dis-
pelled during the past few weeks by the
state in which wheat has reached not
culy Winuipeg but markets in the east.

Sasterst millers have bLeen loud in ther
complaints alout the dirty state m which
wheat has come to them from the North-
west, and the eastern press, or at least
that portion of it which is hostile to
Manitola, lbas uot failed to make capital
out of the grumbling of the millers,
Ilow wuch injury such reports will do to
the country it does not require great fore-
sight to see,

But it is not ouly the cuemies of the
Northwest who have complained of late
about dirty wheat. Men who ave deeply
mterested in the country's welfare have
had good reason to complain.  Since the
crop of 1884 bhegan to come to market it
i safe to say that three out of every four
cars were so dirty that they would fall
short one or perhaps more grades of what
they would reach under any system of in-
spection were they properly cleaned, and
some were in such a state that no elevator
company would have received them into
store or issued a receipt for them. All
this is the result of want of cleaniag ar-
rangements at points where grain is taken
from the farmers, for it was a noticeable
fact that grain coming from points where
clevators were was in much better cou-
dition.

The grain movement of this season has
settled the fact that our grain must reach
market in a cleaned state or the whole
country, and especially the farming com-
munity, must be heavy losers.  "The
question naturally avises, where shall it
be cleaned b and it is not very ditlicult to
answer.  Qur farmers are too poor, and
are likely to be so for years to come, to
provide themselves with close barns, fan-
ning mills and sepaiators for the work.
) hoy have already spent cnough on ma-
chinery, and most of them are carrying a
load in consequence.  The cleaning must,
therefeve, take place at the country grain
market, and every eflort to establish a flat
warchousing system is a pull against the
best interests of the Northwest.. A cheap
elevator with thorough cleaning arrange-
ments is al;solutl,ly necessary, and the
man who constructs such at any poiut
confers a boon upon the surrounding far-
mers, and 1ced have no fear about mul\m"
a paying investment. The maungers of
the C.P.R. make blunders at tnnes, but
they are sertainly working for the weltare
of the country when they set thenselves
against the construction of flat warchouses
on their track.



