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PR( an- DISTHMUS C. A\AL
It hax been freely reported of late
reat Britain and  the United
ttes have arrived at an understand
rezarding the proposed Nicaragua
hav
enuted repeatedly from both Was
und London. As the British
for has now arrived at Wash-

thing more dofinite very shortly,
garding the position of ¢his question
ietween the two governments, Any
ent which may have been ar-
4l between the respective goy
nments. would be subject ¢o ratifica
tion o rejection by the United Btates
enate, which body so summarily dis
posed of the last  Hay-Paunceforte
reaty agreement.
Whatever may be the present statusof
the question, it 18 to be hoped that a
way will soon be found for the con-
struccion of the proposed canal by the
United States which will be satisfac-
tory 10 the Britlsh government. This
s & matter in which we think ¢he
iitisl government can well afford to
yield 4 point or two. The United States
is evidently set upon bullding and con-
rolling the canal alone, and so long
s reasonable assurance s given that
he commerce of all countries shall
mpantial treatment in the use of
n see na very good
cason (or withholding consent, which,
terms of ¢he Clayton-Bulwer
ritish government haa a

reaty th

ight 1 do,
The construction of an isthmus canal
ould have far-reaching and generally
enefic (4l effects upon the commerce
of the world. The United States, with
er extended coast line on bath oceans
e Gulf of Mexico, and her prox
I the proposed canal, Is at once
“t interested and the best situ
el (0 construct and  operate the
anil Canada Is also greatly inter
ested In the matter, Transportation by
water hetween our Atlantic and Pacl
ports would be greatly facilkated
by the construction of the canal, and
ndouitedly transcontinental rallway
ates would be materlally reduced also,
n many commodities. Even now, some
lassoc of frelght are carried by wader
arou 1 Cape Horn, between Atlantic

- and Canada, With the water
sduced by more than onehalf
her- would certainly be a great change
n 1 sltuation .as regards freights
1%oon Atlantic and Pacific ports.

Some Canadtan journals have de-
manded that Great Britaln  should
stand firmly upon her rights under the
Clayton-Bulwer treaty, assuming that
in some way Canadlan Interests wil
be sacrificed by allowing the United
States to build and control the canal.
We do not think that Canadians are
very anxious for any share In bulld
ing the canal. The construction of the

anal will be @ benefit to Canada con
mercially, second only to the benefit
which will be derlved by the United
States from the work. All we want
is the guarantee that our commerc
will not be hampered or discriminated
against by those In control of «he
canal. To the United States we are
auite willing to leave the work ¢
bullding and controlling the great un-
dertaking.

TRANS-PACIFIC TRADE,

Canada Is likely to experience an
immense Increase in her trade with the
trans-Pacific natlons In ¢he course of
the next ten years. It is believed that
out of the disturbances which have
cently shaken the Chinese empire to iis
foundations such good will ultimately
come that a more enlightened pol
Will be pursued by that country with
the result that more trading will he
done. especially with the manufactur
ing nations. This will give Canada an
opportunity to occupy the marke's of
that country with her products of var
ious kinds. A few dollars per capil
increase In the import requirements of
China would mean a tremendous in-
crease in the aggregats amount of
trade. The other nations which border
the eastern shores of the Pacific are
also likely in the near futurc to prove
®00d customers of this country as they
are annually increasing thelr import
trade,

Not only Is Canada in a position to
handle a share of all this trade on ils
own account but the splendid trans-
portation facilities now afforded by the
Canadian Pacific Rallway Company
both across this continent and across
the Pacific make it possible ta handle
the trade of Europs with t¢he Orient
most economically

TRANSPORTING THE GRAI
CRO

Considering the very heavy traffic,
complaints of scarcily of cars have not
been as prevalent in Manitoba ¢his
season as might have been expected.
There have been some complaints, it
is true, but it would be unreasonable
to expect the rallway companies to be
able to meet every demand at a time
like this without some delays. There
are some complaints from farmers that
they cannot secure cars to load direct
and that the rallways are favoring ¢he
elevators. It is quite natural to look
for complaints of this nature. A farm
er may order one car and an elevator
at the same place may ask for twenty
or more cars. If the farmer does not
secure his one car before ¢he elevator
secures some portion of the twenty or
more cars ordered, he will at once con
clude that he is being discriminated
against. The elevator will load a whole
drain of cars In much less time than
the farmer will load ¢the single car.
The farmer is allowed twenty-four
hours to load a car. What would be
the effect on the trade of the country,
if a large number of farmers were to
desire to load their grain direct to
cars, and the rallways were compelled
to give them the preference in supply-
Ing cars. It s easy to be seen that
the entire traflic of the country would
be blocked. Not only the grain trade,
but traffic of all kinds would be de
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layed. 1In fact trade of all kinds would
be paralyzed, and an intolerable sliua
tlon would be speedily ated. It Is
only by the greatest expedition In
Kandling grain at interior and terminal
polnts, that the traflic can be moved at
all. The crop of ¢he present n
could not be handled In twelve months.
it a large portion had to be loaded
direct to cars. This shows the great
value to the country of our present un
surpasscd  elevator  system,  without
which we could not  produce and
handle grain to wnything like the pres
ent extent Until some be ter syste
is devised, we will be comy

A 1o use

the presend elevator system, or else re
duce our graln production by ons
or more.

Higher Duties Wanted,

Montreal, Nov. ,—The feature of (o
day's sessfon o Man urers’ as
soclation was the adopiion of three re
solutions that would materially affect
the people of the west. They were
adopted In private sesslon In the var
fous sections as follows

Agricultural tmplement section re
solved unanimously to ask the gen
eral assoclation to endorse their tlon
in strongly urging the government to
Incrense the duties upon agricultural
tmplements.

The following resolution s regards
the tarift_on sawn lumber or timber
was passed: “Whita pine. red (Nor
way) pine, hemlock, tama spruce,
douglan fir. $- per thousand
feet: ahingles S0 per thousands Iath
20 cents per thou Government
contractors should alwavs ana
dian material when possible and sn
ty it In contraots. That all provineinl
governments he memorinlized to ln-
sist that all_timber =old hy them he
manufactured In the country.”

3

The Woollen manufacturers'  com

preferential tariff of not
thirty per cent or ita equlv;

alent, unon
all classes of finfshed woallen, warsted
and knitted goods and carpets. and of

twentv per cent. or Ms equivalent, on
all rl---.-- of woollen and  worsted

This eaulvalent to an adv
in nmv n n manufactured  wanllan
g00ds of forty per cent. gross. or thirly
per cent. net and on varne of a Aniv
of thirty per cent gross or a twenty
per cent. net.

Tha following resolution was alen
passed:  “The Manufacturers’ aecocia
tlon urge upon the government tha
necessity of changing the duty on on!
meal from an ad valorem duty of
twenty per cent. to a specific of sixiy
cents ‘per one hundred pounds. That
a dutv 0" sixtv cents per pound he
charged unon lithograph covers on all
packages.”

The committes on tarlff on shirte
collars. cuffs and blonses unanimonsly
renortad that the only practical mea
sure of rellef In view of ¢he nresent
state of trade was to alter the pre
sent tariff, that the snecific Auties he
granted to ¢his Industry namelv, the
ad valorem Auty taheat the sama rale
ns pald en thelr new material, nlie the
the =nacific Anty of 24 cents ner dozen
on collars, 48 cents per dozen on
hlﬂn-p-"

ca

Resolutions were passed favorine a
l‘n-fm--n"nl trada hetween tha Austra-
Han Commoanwealth and Canada and
all parts of the emplire with which ar
rangements ean he effectad fa mutial
benefit and by which each recelves
many snhstantial advantages

The memhara of the assoclation
bronght thelr annual convention to a
close by a banauet at the Windear
hotel tonteht. Tt was a fitHing climax
to the most successful meeting In the
history of the associa‘lon. Tha er
Aining room of the hotel nresented a
brilliant seene.

At the gable of honor were the prime
minister of the Dominlon, the hieh
commissioner of Canada In London,
miniatera of the crown. the leadsr of
His Mafesaty's onposition, the chief
magistrate of the citv of Mantreal
the nresidents of the leading Montreal
trade and navigation areanization:
the renresentatives of Canadn’s edr
eational Interaste and the chief oM.
clale of the asgocintion. Aronnd the
tahles were assemhled noarlv 400 mem
bera of the association, The falr sex
aAdeA varisty to the seene. the galler
fes heing filled with ladies whn were
Interested listeners to the speeches.
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Th specches were all on a high plane.
dealitg principally with the industrial
Interests of the country, the speakers
carefully avoiding all  topics of a
um\rvulr«.ll or puiltical nature.

the toast of “The Kink" had
been luyaiy honored, 1o ters of regret
an dnabiiity 1o 4

A

board of (rude announced that

s year Manitoba would produce the

valust onop of unfertliized soll the

1 had ever seen

Wi Lauricr  made  several
announcements  in  the

his remarks, one of them
there would be no more
o Washington for eecl
ares, but that the

present
ts, whereat there was a
storm of_protest feom all sides and
s not satistied.”
Irl ¥ also expressed
himsell in favor of a closer trade ar-
the component
parts of the empie, as de beileved
thae the safety of the empire de
ed on such a policy. The
that during his recent L
he had nodced u rem:
During the past sixty ye ara the move-
population from
5100 W M W na changed
to nocth, and the hardy
the States were pouring
v and the thwest
ma and Mounk Royal
Borden, the Conserva-
spoke advocating
ons within the em-

pire

The National 1

Every great natlon, every smaj
wreh, has u debt. Eagland's debt is
a grl-sized one, which of course fs
what the natlom
should bhe and of anclent
;YIHH!L«
English natlonal  de in Its
form 15 a eontinuous  his-
) yones. Its beginning
- he breach of falth of
Charles 11 re that event, Eng-
h monarohs were undoubtedly fam-
1liar wikh the practice of borrowing,
but they nly  borrowed  for  short
- generally a few  months, or
haps a year, and they
"h

wings [ so full of [nterest that
It may be worth Twell for a
few moments up

ence.

rowings by  the

arlier kings nd were only an-
||.‘p|Hul|i t revenue; the
form m which the loan Wwas con

ts ncidental evidence of that
From the time of the Norman
conquest, ft was the practios of the
jues 1o acknowledge the recelpt
enue by means of a wooden

A tally (French

the middle and cut
vage with a series of

Potohes

Moving Threshing Rigs,

The Winnipeg hoard of trade has
taken up the question of inducing op-
erators of threshing rigs to mo;
machines to districts  were
much threshing yet to he
some sections threshing
about finished and the mn hines are
being 1ald up. In other districta a lot
of thry

r8 who are through in
thelr districts, might be induced to
move €0 other dlstricts where much

rates, thresh

work remains to be done. With this
ohject In view, the board approached
the rallway companles, with a view
to securing low ratea. The Canadlan
Paclfic  Rallway Company offered
to  move the machines at half
the usual rate, and give a special rate
t one cent per mile to the men who
accompany the machines. The Canad-
fan Northern offersd to transport the
machines free and give the one cent
rate for the men. Operators of thresh
ing rigs who are through In their dis-
tricts, can therefore now recelve these
very favorable terms If they wish to
move to any other section. The mat
ter was considered at a m\\ml‘il meet-
ing of the board, held on
when It was decided to fssus a PIN‘IHRY
to postmasters and others giving par-
diculars as to the movement of ma-
nes. There are sections where sev-
eral more machines could obtain work
for a length of time, and It is hoped
that threshers who have completed
their work will be willing to move
their outfits ¢o such districts

¥.




