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(Cord nticd.)

Child, you talk like an idealiet or a poct,' lie artvcred, scarnfuity,
and you will get more pain out af that thon (rom anytbing cisc ihst is

going.'
How do you knowF
1I tried il. Maut men do once, then stride on inito the future wlac with

the knowledge of thinga leit beid-that is my expericncc. Oh, my sweet
coz, boy you would haie and cuise me if you know.'-It vas ncarly eaid.

'I tbick you arc so kind and generaus '-she broke out.
Eve prabably thought the saine of the Serpent wbcn lie obligiDgly

belped ber to tbe foibidden fruit. No doubi bis Manners were hlgbiy
agirecble, or shc would have been *atitfitd with Adam. Wteil, and whr-
you bad made yourself clever, and ail theterst of it, wbst would yon do
ntxt, write a navel ? That's a vomaii'e usual resource.'

' No, 1 îhiak I should go on the stage. 1 bave somectimes thaught 1
ahould likc il.'

1 1 hope rather that you'II go on a pair of treskes aller you have been
arraDged wbite and still in Sour ccfflo. The stage is not the place for you,
poor baby.'

'why not?'
Neyer mind. It's a bad place. tboughi 'ais ai the rigbt sort of people

* taire ta Il cov.' She iooktd up at hlm wondcringly.
'I1 neyer dld anything very wroug,' she said siniply, s0 I suppose I bc-

* long ta the rigbt sort, and tbe more ai tbcse who go an tbe stage the botter,
-because it viii heip ta maire thethrbaire a good place insscad of a badl ont,
as yau tbink it now. Il ought ta be good, il aught ta bc splendid,1 she
vent an, witb a littie glow lu bier voice, ' for Shakespeare wrote his plays
for It, and the>' are full of beautiful things; only tbe best people shouid
*ct them.'

lie Iaughed out, but bis laugbter had last ils ring af merriment.
' Oh, gond Lord, ta tblnk that vomen are ali idiots, and the world is

more than hall fli af thein. Carne ta dinner; eatiog is a lotherome amuse-
ment ta me juat now, but the bell rang five minutes ago.'

*~ 'This girl will tbink by and by and live,' hc thouglit as he drank his
coffee in the smoking place on deck ; *she will do licit.r thau rcad books
that are merely speaking tubes froru the fitsi men af ail. 1 knew tbe flîst
night I met ber iliat she 'would not mercly sit down V> rock babies and
devise ciothes. Oh, féol and idiot that I was te sec a womain 1 could love
and nlot gel ber, thougli I killed every man within a mile of lier.' She baid
been vcry grave at dinner. He tell that for the first limen she had bten
fac!ng an awini pousibility; but a bllnd jealousy vas taking bald ai him.
He could not bear that she ehould even tbink of L-il nov, though he knew
thst be vas neyer for a moment entirely out of ber thoughts. He ficished
bis amoke and vent ta look for ber. It wa.s nearl>' dark, the air was soit
and stilI, the lover deck desertcd. He found lier near the boysi.

¶~ 'Core and valk about,' bce said.
II can't,' she whispered heiplessi>'.
«Carne II She wearily rase. They vent up and down for a bit in silence.YThen lie looked rcund al lier.
'Poar baby! lieb saad gentiy. 1 Is she frctting for lier mate V'
The answez vas oaiy a lttle sob. 'I1 knov, 1 know,' lie sud ; and bis

heatt smote him. Oh 1 brute, vretch, pig that hc was, why had he dont
tbis thing, and nov boy cauid lie bear ta tell ber ; sil icss boy could bic
let ber go ? 1 'e'Il bc here In a weck,' bc said, bopelessly.

' A week,' she cried, under ber breath. 'fHe wili neyer comne. I knov
ItL IL vil break my licart.' She tottcrcd, and ne3ri'y tell. He ianged ta
tell ber ail lie bad donc, and then ta die for love of ber.

I'Came and sit dowa here, awa>' frein everyonc.' They vent ta the
upper deck.

' There. Is she comfortable, niy sweet litile coz ?' She foundl Ïbe last
word more soothing than ever since abc badl taken an Iniecs in bis eyes,
for il sounded brotherly, or, at any rate, ralationly.

' Nov, let us talk il rver again. Do yen care for bim so much-so
mucli ii, dear Nell P

Ycs ; oh, yes II she said passionateiy îwisting ber ivedding-ring round
on ber fioger. lie baied the sight ai i. ' There vas no anc lîke himn in
the world. He scemed sa grand, sa difforent from other mena; they were
..... b, just mcna I 1: as bre rallier dificult ta distinguish anc from another.
But Lai I have looked up te and revercnced.'

'Supposa you found out that a man wlio lovcd you vas a brute, a

scoundrel, and aniy fit ta bc kicked '-hc was white witu rage against him*
self.

.Frank, vhat do you mean l Lai i3 noî-'
* I mcmu if you d-.d,' lic said quickly, wondcring vhat bis own chance

would be if bie confessed everyibing and pleaded hie love as an cxcusc.
1 It wouid be dreadinl. Mucli worse than secing hlm die.'
1 Thai is wbat a woman says who lias neyer 1lookcd an deaili.'
1 And as for ioving htm, 1 couidn'; and I cliould hite myscîf if I dld.

But why do you ask tbis ? Li is a tbouaand timne 100 goad for me.'
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' Oh 1 yes,' be said bltterly, ' but 1 think if yau bad been mine I should
bave founci you by Ibis time, or pulcd the sky down.'

She sobbed in ber litile berth bail thraugb the night, in spite of the
Italian voman who iaorcd unreservedly above ber, for abe fcIt there was
truth la Mierrcday's wards. Her liead aclitd in the marning, and ber cycs
wcre red vhen she appeared on dcck. le was dividcd between thie deslre
ta kacet at ber lect, Implore pardon, and then jump averboard, or ta strangie
ber In bis arme, and kise ber madly tLUI she died,

CHiArTER Viii
Their ship was moored ai Gcno2, Ihree days belore Nel supposedl ber

liusband could arrive there. As they neared the short ait lonked up rue-
fully a: the white villas iainsi the green background, and grudged herseil
the sight cf cverythiD& that she vas ta have accu vlîh him. Still It w.s a
wouderful thing ta bc in Italy, and sbe walked up and down the goid and
ai ver aireet witb Frank, bàtdly beliOVing i could be truc. lie bought ber
surne fi igice, and look ber ta the Campa Smnto, ' Thaugli why vo wha love
site should go among people who seni ta lave deih I don't know,' lie said.

1 The people bcneatb ibesc wondcrinl monuments must bave led betuii-
fui lives,' Neil suid. fafcinatcd by tht mirble. But Merrcday valkcd pas:
thetoimbe hall scaffingiy.

'I b aie theni,' ho said, 1 stuck ail round as if tbey belonged ta an aria-
tocracy that had drawa itseif back Into gbaaliy country stats, whie the
populace strugg!ed in the tavn.. 1 would rather be anc af the people ia the
centre, NeilI,under alittle black cross. Le:'sgaback taGenou and seethe
catbedral. î'vc lookcd i up in tbe guide baok-bsck and white stone
froni Almerla, brouglit b>' the Moors. D).n't suppose you knov any abiaut
the Moore; but they were men who iived.'

Lived V
You don't underatand what I inean b>' liai yet, but if ever you do you

viii feed that the world has aitered for the wors.- since their days. It bas
been tuîxxed ialo a cage witb bars for the like af Sou then, and me now, ta
beat aur beads against. 1 shahl beat mine against theni till l'in stuaned.
Alter al], the ouly thing ta do la ihe vorid is ta laugli.'

'I don't understand-'
'0f course not,' lie ansvercd, veariiy, ' so iti us drive bmck. Neariy

opposite the red palace there is the most meritorlous cale ha Genoi ; tbey
give you a divine breakfast, and let you rat l In a garden.'

Sa the>' rnmbled away ftomn the cemetry ; bat, ntead ai driving as neir
the cale as possible, they g-)t out at tlà. fiower-aeiiers, close ta the Datii
Palace, and he bought ber a litîle buncli ai starry-vhute blossoms for the front
of lier dress. Afterwards, ici looking bick, ahe remnembered %bai there bcd
neyer b.-en a day an which bie lad not bouglt be.r flo«era. Tniey vent int
the church ai Si. Mattea, and looked ai tht D3ris hcro's svord. 'Tht min
it beianged ta is dust, but ils paver ta kilt remiins vben any idiot, wi:b a
passing spell ai lile, wbo can gel st 1: choo!es ta use i,' he said bhtierl.y as
hc valked avay. ' A lir is tht finest thlng fatbioned b>' G)d, yet lie is
mare impotent after al than the bit af steel he calîsa svord. Tht paver in
the anc remairs, ln the ailier vanishes.'

' But the mnan's power goes iai the thing lie doca, whetbcr it hs a avord
or a deed, and a deed ance donc ha dont ta ail eteraity ; ihat is how bc gels
bis Immortiity and Is provedl ta have been gond or bad.'

' Neil, Neil, vhat do you mecm?'
'1 is not mine, sbe said, caiourhng, sorneone siid It ta me onice.'
'nim glid ai that,' and he thou&ht, 'O,. my sveet 1 my sveet 1 it would

be Bad lad ced if yen bad takea ta pbilasaphy alrcady.'
Tliey walked ta the Cafa Concardia. IL has a garden; tht>' vent down

tht sieps ta il, and sait under sotne orange tices and ordecred breakfast te b.s
brought ont ta thein there. flehind vas the restaurant and sanie rather
gorgeou3 roins belonging ta it. They could hear the vaices af the unseen
people Ibraugli the open vindows.

A dreamy> mes] in a dreamy garden villa tht palms and tie orange trcs,
the laburnume and tht pepper ltes, maklng a sweet tangie overhead.

' Yeu are zo ver>' silent nov,' she said ; 'ara you unhappy ?' Bbc vas
b.-gioning ta consider bis looks, and ta bang upon bis vards. Il vau a aigu
of many ibings.

'I1 neyer talk. in a churcli or insult gond food by trivial remirks,' h: an-
swered, iaoking at ber willi au expre3sian sht vas ltarning ta understand
oaly Loo weil. «'Ltt us rat and be tbankful, sweet coz, for we are in Italy
together, ar:d tht lime may bc short and the chance never with us again.'

Sanie people ha tbe roora bt-hind settled themuselvea b>' the viadow, a
little above the garden, but having iookcd dova for a moment drev back
and probab>' b:gau ilichr breakfast. Merreday and Hlelen couid licar acarly
ail they said.

' Are yen wehi?' she aakéd; for in the lu.t iew bouis bis face bad grovu
whiter than usual.

' Not vcry, my hcad ha like a vindmuIl; but les only the hcat. 1 amn
glad ta bc here ivih you, anly I wlsh tht Lord in bis Infinite mercy, had
seen fit ta transporzt ibose cbaîtering idiots up ther.- to the desolat land oi
Jcrhcbo : they jar an rny rerves.'

« I arn sure yen arc ill,' she said, looking ai bim anxionsly.
' Oh, no; only a few shieds of fever-Iheolad lever of last year. I was

tlinking jus: belore Iliey cime that mia maittr vhat yesterdty cantaiaed or
to..iorrov mu>' bring, ve are very happy bere to.day. IL Is goad ta sît la
ibis gardea, and ta listen ta tht huam of insects and etirring af léaves-pro-
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