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MR. LITIIGOW ON THE COAL ROYALTY QUESTION.

Sm,—1. Betweon the years 1858 and 1866 coal leases were i=sued by
the provinco of Nova Scotin for poriods terminating oun the 25th day of
August, 1886. Tho rent or royalty payable to the provinco was fixed at
sixponco, lalifax curroncy, per ton of coal, excopt alack, which was oxompt
from royalty.

2. In 1866 the legislatur- onacted that the holders of leases issued since
1858, on giving at least © months' wnolico prior 1o their expiration in
August, 1886, would bo ontitled tu reuswals for twenty yoars upon tho
same terms, condi ions anl eovonan!s, as wore coatiined in thoe original
leases ; and in like manner upaa giving o Lke notice to a sccond ronowal,
and in Jiko menner to a third renewal; making in all sixty yoars from 23th
August, 1886 ; provided that the fogslature might reviso and alter tho
royalty in or after 1886.

3. Tho legislation of 1866 with reforonca to ronowals of coal leases was
re-onacted in 1883, with the excoption of the ravise aad alter clause which
was left out ; so that the holdurs of le1ses i.suel since 1858 hac.me in 1873
ontit'ed to ronowals in 1856 upon the term-, vic, of the original lease.

4 Thus holders of coal leases issued simce 1838 woro legally assured
by the logislation of 1873—sco chapter 9, section 102, of the rovised stat-
utes of Nova Scotia, fourth series, o1 their right to ronewalsat the sume 1ate
of rent or royalty as mentioned in their original leases, provided they give
notice of their iutention to renew at least six months previous to August
25th, 1886.

5. The royalty named in all the original loases issued up to 1886, boing
sixpenco or ten cents per ton, no higher rate than that eantd be ingerted in
the renewals isaued in 1886, without a legis'ative breach of faith. The rent
might be lowerad, or it might be aliered, provided the altor.d rate did not
increase tho rontal. Tho lessors in this matter aro bound to keep fuith
with tho lessees the samo as aro individual lessors and leaseos.

6. In 1885 tho legisteturo rovised and altered the 1oyalty, so that lessees
might either pay tho o.d rate, 10 cents per ton ou rereered coal, with free
slack, or pay 7% cents per ton on both, or on what is called * run of mine.”

7 When the above revision and chauge of the royalty was being dis-
cussed in the Houso of Assemb yin 1883, it was repeatedly declared by
memnbers of the Government that there was no intention {0 incresso the
royalty. All they wanted was a rate on run of mino coal, which would be
tho equivalont of the ¢:d rato and yie!d an equal amount of revenue. The
Honorablo Commissioner of Mines was wost emphatic in his statements to
that effent.  Seo official report of deb .tea page 412, ho said : * The object
tho depaitment had was sumply to get a uniform rate that would give the
same TOVENUO wo arc now rcceiving.”  See also pago 427.

8 Tu guard against auy mistako as to whether or not 74 cents on run of
mine would prove to bo tho equiva'eat of the original rate, the Hon. Pro-
vincial Secretary sugazested [seo page 437], * that the bill might bo prysd
with the provisron that all icases 1ssued should contain a stipu.ation that the
royslties might bo increased or diminished, which would leave the bouse
freo to make a change next year U'nle:s some such provision was made
parties taking leases might complain.”

Such a clanse was added to the royalty bill and was inserted insoms of
the renewala which were issued in 1886,

9. Now if the intention of that cliuzo is to bedetermined by what was
gid by wembers of the Government when 1t was passed, its intonti 2 was
not to cither diminish or incroase tho <oal roya ty specified in the origival
loises, but on the contrary the avowed 1ntont:on of it was to oblsin an
cquiva ont to .ho oxisting rate. 1f 73 ceats on run of miva yielded less or
more, tho Lugisiature could inereaso or diminish it. Nothing moro ‘aan
thst was intended by it ; henco in that view of it its enactment was not
inconsistont with tho legislation of 1573.

10. In 1886 a number of renewa’s were issued, in which the rzyalty
was fixed at the altered ra'e of 73 conts por ton of run of mine ceil, and
containing tho pr.vision suggested by the Provincial Sucretary, that the
Legislature might increase or diminish, or otherwise chango the Toya ty.

11.  Up to tho present year no change was mado, and the Jegitimate in-
feronce is that 73 cents on run of mine was found to yield as much revenue
as tho old rato would have yielded. Yet, at the last scasion the Logislature
enacted that tho royalty should bo raised to 10 cents per ton on run of
ming—su increasv of 333 per cont., to take effect from 23rd February, ‘ast.

Now tho question—the ¢ al roya'ty question is—do the people of Nova
Scotia approve of sucn a manifest breach of faith? If rights conferred
upon coal lessces by the Legislature in 1873 be over-ridden by the Legis a-
ture in 1892, what depend ncu can be placed uponanything the Legis ature
of Nova Scotia may enact? Should such unjust legislation bo sanctioned ?

J. R. Lituaow.
Treasurer and Manager Glace Bay Mining Co. Ltd.— Herald.

William Penn Hussey of Massachusoits, a gentlemsn taking a deop iu-
torost 10 our coal muues, and who has lately roturned from Lonlon
connaction with an 1mportant coal mining deal, 13 now in the city,

Ustacre Listmicr.—~The C. P. F. Gold Mining Association, . B.
Princo manager, which has purchased from tho Ilnghsh company the large
proporty at Uniacke District, have bzgun pumping out t* e mue preparetory
to oxtensive iniuy opera wons. Tao McCa lum luads dip into tlus proporty
and aro stui worked.

PIPE SMOKERS.

You may bo ratisfied with tho brands of tobaccvs you have beea using for years.
Grant it ; that you aro satisticd. As there is always room for improvement, we atk you
to try our OLb Crnua Pree, or cut ainoking tobiaceo, and wo boliove you will bo nerTER
:’nbﬁed. In any case a trial woa't hurt you. Don’t delay upon tho order of buying, but

uy at once.

Tne Crawraro Mint.—The following cortificato from the ‘Secrotary of
the Salisbury Gold Mining Company spoaks for itself, and fully confirms
our cortention of the good work done by this mill as far a3 tested in Nova
Svotia,

THE SALISBURY GOLD MINING COMPANY, LIMITCED,
MONTAGULE, N. S,

Wixnson, Nova Scotiy, 15th September, 1892,
Desn Sin,—This Company had four tons and four ewt. of ore from their
propmty at the Montague Gold Distriet crushed in tho Crawford Mill,
whien yinlded four vunees and seven ponnyweights (4 oz 7 dwts) of gold.
A wample of the tailings which ran through during the crushing, yietded

by assay of Messrs Davenpurt & Williams of Doston, the equivalent of

0033 oz, of gold to tho ton.  This evideucw of the capability of the Craw-
ford Mil to oxtract u)} but a traco of the gold whick the ore may contain,
must be considered of fmportanse by all who are interested 1n the question
of improved methods of winning gold frown the oro.

‘Tho crushing allnded to was effected under the supesvision of the Com.
pany through trustworthy agents.

I am, dear Sir,
truly yours,
Wit. D SuTHEALAND,
Socrotary.

Geo. Macdufl, Esq., Wavoerley, N. S.

Cnrzzere ok —\W. B. Rernolds, who has heen superintonding a pruty
prospecting for o4l near the hoad of the harbur, is reported to have struck
rich drift,

Puesrox Roap —0a Tueslay J. C. Oland anl others took up in the
minos oflice a block of 63 goid mining areas on John Brooke's farm on the
Preston 1ad about 101 miles from Dartmouath. The location i3 about 23
miles from the . rovious fiad in this section.

The 10 inch lead roported as discoverod by John Vaughn elsewhere, is
on Preston Road and net in the Montague District. The lead on the north
dip of that district discoveted by him is smaller.

Miverar Paists At Dionr.—Balfour Brown, assayist, has left Digby for
Boston, the:o to inquite into the market for minoral paint, large areas of
which be had discovered at Port Gilbert, Dizby county; and also to endeavor
to sccure the acsistanes of Amarican capitalisu., . erecting mills and working
depositz.  Spexking of these dopuists, hesays they date from the posi-zl-cial
period, and wera furmel in course of ages after the water subside? and the
rucka weie po inded to piccos, when the rucky parts a’lumated.  Some of
theso beds 2re ery largo, while in other p aces they occur in verns abouta
foot wide. Th extant of depozits has not been ascertained, bat thousands
of tons aro c'early vbasrvabo. Tho culors vary from almoat black to bright
yellow, and the dezosi's hring siturated with petroleum make 2 beiutiful
stain, taking on a high polish. They ontirely d:ffor, ke says, from ocre,
aed aro scarce and valuable,

—

THE TESTIMANIALS
Published in bahalf of [ools Saraapariiia aze not extravagant, aro nnt ** writlon up,” nor
are they frum its empl.yes.  They are facta, and prove that Hool’s Sarsaparilla possesses
absolute marit and is worthy the full confulence of the people.

ROBB ENGINEERING (0., Ltd.

SUCCESSORS TO.

) B 7B ST BB o 0 |\ 3
A ROBD & SONS.
Al departments running full blast.

Heavy Stocks on hand of Iron Pipe, Steam Fittirgs, Hose, Belting
Packing, Oils, Copperine, Emery Wheols, Saws, Lace Loather, Inspirators,etc

Ocders filled promptly for Eagines, Boilers, Rotary Mills, Shingle
Machines, Lath Machinss, Turbine Whools, Saw filers, School Desks, Fouce
Railings, Crestiogs, Church and Firo Bolls, Bono Mills, Steam Pumyps,
0il Fiiters, Governors, Hay Presses, Portable Forges, otc,

,mv\v.h\l

————— L@

5~ Loss Hoavy, but Health und Pluck left yot.

ESTABLISHED 1848, AMHERST, N. S.
Sead along your Orders and Remittances and thas help us out and up.
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