
12 TRE CRITIU.

THE YOUNG SQUIRE'S RETURN.
(Colintied.)

IAnd what do you offer riow, Roderick WarstDne ?" said the girl, paus
ing as she spolie, and confrcnting btr campanion with a quiet but piercing
gaze, beCare which bis eyes for a tuoment feli.

IlLcave Longbill ai once, .Mabel, wvilh me," be burst out. I know
very weIl that, aithaugli my own master, and that no ane can legallycontrol
me, many difficulties would bc c isi ini my way if il were known ihat r was
about ta nxrry-in En3giancl al any rate. Vie will cross Io the continent;
we can be there in a day. The chaplain ai one of the British. embassies is
an intimate friend af my own, and hie will join us, so that nothing can pre-
vent Longhill Manor fromi having the niost beautiful mistress in the
caunry >."

Il <t»derick 1" said Mabel, and there were both pathos and reproach in the
ernpbasis with whicb she utiered the word. IlRoderick !"

IlI is truc, I swear !' exclaimed %'arstouc. Il Bfire to-marrow's Sun
has set we shahl sec the bright waves af the Chance], and a long vista of
joy and happines.- iili be apened ta us. iNiy, M)abl-"

i-e sought Ia take the girl's band, but she drewv back, stili confronting
him with the saine quiet, yct searching gaze.

IlYou cannai slight ibis nplpeal," lie continued. Il I will arrange evcry-
thing; you have but ta listen and-"

I have littened ta long," said Mabel, interrupting hiai. Il Not so
niucb on account af whst is past, as ihai I mean il ta bc the hast tiin-the
Iast tume, Itoderick. I sec on the slope af the next meadow my father coin-
ing towards us. Shouhd he find you here now, your scherne may have a
rougbf r conclusion than you expected,"

IBy Jove ! yau aie riglit 1" exclaimed the young mnan. Il For a fcw
bout.:, tben, 1 pasipone my plans. I maust leave you .but I will bc at the
bliil Farim Copse cacb cvening ai nine o'chock until I sec yoai. Farewell."

Witb this lie plunged through a gap iii the bedge, and was irnediatcly
loi ta sight.

Iwas destined that Rodcrick- iarstone should, an tbis cvcning, still
furiher discuss sama matrimonial projecis At the Manor, altcr a few
guesis who had dined there badl taken their carly departure, and faîher and
son %,rerc left alone, the former assumned an air af impartunce, and
46 hemmed I once or tivice in a grave and impre3snve manner, .s his son
could well reinember bis being wont to do in limes past, and at once knew
ibat some weighty discussion was ncar.

He did nat change from bis cool, self-poszessed manner, but drcw -a
decanter ta bim, filled his glass, selecicd a cigar from bis c3sa with unusual
case, and then, lcaning back in his chair, awaited the conversation Wfith far
greater appearance of cooiness than did bis father.

Iamn glad we aie alone to-night, Roderick," began the aid gentleman,
Szs il gives me en opportunity Io discuis tht subjtct 1 hinted ai la îny let-tera. Let me sec, Roderack ; you arc twenty-fivc-no, twcnty.aix ycara aid,

and as poor George is gane, 1 rtally think you ought ta sec about getting
married. You have no--no engagement, ar-ar prefcrcnce, 1 presume 1"

INot the elightest," returzed bis son, with the utrnost coolness; be was
poising a glass filled vrith wine beiween his cyt and thc larnp as he spoke,and a rnuch kccncr observer lhan theolad Squirc could flot bave detecteti
the tremblirg af a muscle.

I amn glad ta hear it, Roderick,- pur.-ued bis (ailier; for in thai case,
as tht propotaI or s-JgScion I amn about ta rnako is so eaninently advan-
tageous, 1 cannot doubit vour agreting with me. Vou rcmtînber Matilda
j ermyn ?"

Il0f coarse 1 do; a pretty, nieek loaking litile girl with light hair,"
replied bis son, witb ihe same nonchalance as beforc.

IHumph !' ej 'culaied the Squire. "'I dirtsay abc is meek, and she
ccitainty bas lighit hair, but )ou would hardly have thus dtscribcd dit bclle
of tht country-wbich Tîiy lern undoubledly is-had you seen ber
waîhin tht lasi ycar or two. She bas grown it the rnost beautiful girl I
ale everr seen ; she is a !ort of tbird cousin ta us, yau know, and sa ;s

u::ijO5id ta like you; and abc wilh have thirîy ihousand pounds on the day
abc ia marricd."

II By Jupi-.cr " exclaimed the young man, looking up witb a litile more
animation than hc badl previously exhibitêd. Il What a combination of
attractions. 1 hav-c Scnerally noltced that tht preitty girls have no moncy,
and the fartues arc, con!equenîly, linkcd with the ugly oncs. 1 amn glad
Miss Mlatilda is au cxccpîion."

,Mr. W~arsîonc frawned slighîly, as if ibis rernaîk wàs not quito ta his
<&6te, but look no further notice af it.

Wblvy 1 iaaroduccd the subject la -night," lic said. I is bccause I knaw
that your cousin il bc a guest of Dr. llzdlcy, ai Wrentiham, for a few da) 3.
and 1 bavc wJlien ta say that 1 shall caîl ta norraw, wbcn 1 wish yau ta
ride: ovcr with me."

"To-morrjw 1" exclaim.-d bis son.-
Yes, to-morrow, Rodcrilk," lit cantinuzd; '1 why flot to-morrow as

Weil as an>' raibr day ?'
«Ah, just 50,".tss:ntcd bis son, wbo ini the bni. pause. had rccovcrcd

bis nonchalance-" why unit, indced ! Tu mDrraw, by ail incans. I was
tt<kn a trillc abacl, b>' the amazing pramptrtcss o! your actioa, chat mas ail
To-morow bc it."

In thc consultation wvbich followed Rodctick bore bis part With a showV
ai iiierest sufficiecni to silis>' bis (ilier, despitc his u-.tcning a fcw cynicil
rcrnarks, wbicb the S:juire regrcttully féit hz mnust flot cavil ai, as ail the
young mcn wbhorn lic now met 8terned ta cultivat: %hc siu ufpleasant,

flippant stylo. Aid, after al], the grand abject af the discussion waa
aclaie- ed ; ho had made tht proposaI, his son bad accepted it, and be hid
no doubi ai the result now. Il bad always bson bis aim ta secure Mliss
jermyn for th icir of Longhill Manor, and he could not b:t Iccl that thc
lit, handsomr, gay Roderick was more calculated ta win a young girl thau

liad been bis reîiring and somewbat ascetic elder brother.
Mr. Rodenick's reflections wcre af a différent character, but were serious

citoughi ta detain him wbile he finishcd a fresb cigar after bis father had
retired.

IUpon My Word," so bis inedîttians ran, Ilon the wholc il is a very
good j3b that Maibel did not quite assent t0 go off ta-rnorrow. Lucky
accideut, ton, that of ber failier coming up, or she would bave agreed ; 1
know weIl enough wbat such airs arc Worth. Il is vez-y add, but a fatt,
nevertbeiess, that 1 look a dislikc ta thit bigbly respectable rustit.-hr.
Banka, flinns, l3îarn, or whitever bis camne is-tho mimrent I saw birn,
before 1 hiad the sligbaest idea that we were Iikely to bave a diblecrence in
somne rallier important mitters. Yet, after ail, 1 hope the matrimonial
project wiIl not ho long deîayed, for I fear 1 bave a litie starîîed rny
excellent gavernor by tho few items 1 bave already mcntioned in connection
viib rny finances, and I must tell him a good deal more soon, or somne

oiliers will do sa. If, bowevcr, it is known ihat I arn about to marry a girl
with real, actual ready mone>', fia lied-up esiales, or anytbing ai ibat kind,
they will bc quiet for a gond wbile."

In tbis nianncr, With the natural variations whicb ariae in a train ai
tFought, hc occupied bituself a long turn*2, uni! the servants wba werc Sitting
up on bis accourit wondered audibly, and with very Étang Ilseasoning"I ta
their language, wben he resîlly did mean ta go ta bcd.

Roderick mide up bis mind on this point ai hast, rase frorn bis chair,
andi stretchcd bimisef with a great yawn, but had scarccly begun thc process
wben bis wbolc aspect sudd:-nly changcd, bis arma draipped, a stern, yet
alarnied expression came over bis fertures, and he sprang to the windovw
opposite which be ivas standing, the glass doors ai whicb descended ta tbc
floor.

lie tbrew tbese apen with a force wbich threatened to shiver tht glass,
and knowing the spot Weil, witb a spring clearcd the parapet of the balcony
and reschcd tht lawn. Hie siepped quickly tb the right and to the loft,
looking closchy iat tht shadowcd spac.- under the balcony, then hurrying
to a door, optned it wtiî bis private key, and in answcr ta bis shrill whistle
the bousc-dug carne bounding oui, folloîved b>' a servant who bad beard the
Sound.

IHi! therc, Pluto !" cxclaimed Roderick, "lgo for theni P and the dog
tore round and round tht lawn lu silence, save for a low growl, but nothing
was found.

Abter a few minutes Rodcrick îurned ta the servant anduad
"1Taire him in, Thomas; I thouglit 1 sair saine oie on the lawD."
Tht servant abeycd, and after a pause bis master followed bina, as ho

could flot rc-enîer the dining-roomn by the way he hadl lof il.
IIf it were a d:lIusion." be rautterod, Il t-as tht stranges-the only

ane 1 ever bad. I had drunk no wine ta apeak of', anti wliy I sbould
imagine a face ai the window, if none were there-ind that face too-is more
than 1 cari undtrstand."

CHAl>TR 11.

Swivcl Dick-bis being the flatiering sobriqut of Roderick's agent-
iras in requesi early lu tht niDrning ta convey a note t Miss Riyford, and
alchough bc rcceived na particular directions ns ta the mode in which it
slîuuhd be lianded ta bier, yet the min praveid bis fitncss for such an crrand
by dclivering it wben she was alonc, and by taking such a bomeirard route
ibat no ont would suppose hz had been ta the faim. Ht was lu time ta
communicate the success of bis mission ta bis master hilare tht latter set
oui wiîb bis faiher for Virenthani.

litre tht>' arriv.-d iu good time, and Roderick found that Mliss Joîrnyn
fully jubtiftcd bis fatbtr"s enc-imiumns, and-the ailier inducernents b:ing
borne in mind-never (clt more anxious ta render- hiniscîf agreeabec Io any
young lady. Therc iras reason for supposing iliat bc did matke hirnself
agrecable ta Ibis particular yourag lady, as îhey cbatted togecther, laughcd
togetbîr, and recalicd =maries ai canly times ; in ibis last malter Miss
Jermyn mnay flot have drawn upon ber imagination for ber facîs, but
]t:dcnick bad bis misgivings. lie rclated s.-veral incidents wichl covcrtly
convoyed tht ides ai bis always baving bcen attached ta Miss Jeernyn,
incidenti quite romantir: in their charactcr, but wbich bail no existence even
in bis awininmd, until lic ini-cnacd ibem -.ipon ihe spar ai tht murricnt, and
tht lady proi.esscd ta bave a p.-rfect rememnb-ante ai thcm ail.

They walkcd togo,.ber when the pity wenî to.sce- thc Wnentharn col-
tagera' Rier show, art], for wh it mnLy bc considtrcd a firsi interview, îhey
pragrcsscd tairly tawards a resp.-ciable fhitaiion. Sa t!ic dly wis a very
saccessbul. ane for Rodc.-ick, as bic hadl highly graiificid bis father, madc an
undaxabicd imnpression on th.- young becirois, and riiscd bis awn spinits ta
%ho pitch irbicl sucb good fortune conîîmnded.

There iras only one slight ripp!cle inis lidi otsucceus, and eccz that
is but a fancy, a ridiculo.s d.-husion. lie told bimstîf sa a buudrcd

limes avcr, yct the fant>', absurd as it was, haunbcd him a good deal.
WVh2t bc fancicdl ias that irbilc bc iras walking- il 'Miss Jermyn througb
tht Jlitgh Sirce: ai WVrcntham, a face looked on hiim [rom ane o> ibn flatiow
.illcys which arc as surcl>' ta b: found in alid country' towns as thcy arc in
London itscîf, and tht imnpression Icit an bin b>' tht inomentàr>' glance iras
tht Ibtis fice is the face bc bai accu -ni bis 'window on th: tpreviaus
ziigb:..

lit aD pilpibly sincd as ta attra-t the attention ai MNiss Jcrrnyn, 'who


