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tween Germany and France doez not appear
cdonsidorible, because of theitupotencs of tho
Jatter at this time. It-may be regarded as
-almostaartain that unless France should pro-

.¥oko Germany to the utmost she would ba |

contbnt with guarding her receatly acquired
nequisitions and not again eross the Mosolle
as nn invadaer nor attempt to diclato n now
poace at tho-gates of Yarls, ()a tho south
matters hardily appear to bo 80 entively un -
tisfaotory. The inhabitants of Austria at

Invge have almast forgotlon tho war of 1866. |

The benefita which acerued to their country

. from. tho results of that crushingly rapid

campaign bhave boen so grent that they heve
blotted out tho sense of soreness that sprang
from the defeats which the Austrian army
suflered. But though antagonism against

Germany has coased among the peoples com - ¢

posing the Austro Hungarian empire. it sull
lurkebetween the cabinots and governments
of the two countries, and ontho Austrianside
not only does there appenr 4o be a feelingof

ersonal resentment ngainst tho Cabiaet of
f)érlln among some of the advisers of the

‘Crown, bat it is alnost universally believed
that the bead of the Stato hasa deep por-.

| the tromendoua hests of Germany, Russis,
"or Franco.  If England will sevo herselfishe
1must bo willing to spend her money fraely

to maintsin a larga and  efliciont regular
avmy. 1{ Englishmion will not serve their
country iy person, ihey must bo prepated to
pay the prico fort that immunity as for any
other luxury, ‘hat prico is not so great as
) that which might bo ussussed by o commit-
t tee of Continental bankers,in session incap.
i tured London,

B ]
General Winpflen at Sedan.

! The action brought by General de Wim-
, Pflen agninst M. Paul de Cassagnac for hbel,
sas haa the ellect of thrawing fresh light.on
tho incidents of the baltle of Sedan, The
| broceedings wero occasionod by nud articlo
written by the defendant in the Lays,
twhich Qeneenl Wimptlon was accused of 18-
, horanca and incapacity, and with haviog
beou the tumediate ciuie of tho capitula-
tion. As tho witnesses called on either sido
| Yoro tho generals and other off..ors engaged
in the action, and ns the defendant pleaded

'

eounl and individual grudge agaiost his| a justilication in tke facts, the rcmar}mble
northern neighbour, and rafuses to meat | 3pectusle was witnessed of n striclly military

'even half way or perhaps innny way, tho | issue being tried by a body of civilians, ‘Tho

advaices which have often beén made to, battlo of Sedan was thus fought over agais, -

him from Berlin. This fact, if not clearly | for even tha political element which influen
asceriained, is at least thoroughly helioved , ced the catasirophe was not wanting in the
north of the Giant Mountaize, and the bolief | court. M. Jules Favre,as a Republican, was
loads to a feeling of distrust on the part of retuned hy Goneral Wimptien, who had
Northern Germany fowards Austrin, It is, Srossly attacked the late Empetor, and. at
the attitude of the Austrian Court which is , One moment, when he expressed an opinion
oneof the primeroasons why Germany keeps ; 5 the plans of General Ducrot, the presid-
upher great and expensive anmament. But , ing judge sharply mterrupted him by asking,
{his state of things cannotl always endure. , ** What could ho koow about it 2" "Uhis was
Throughout the Fatherland thereis a feeling . paymg the advocate preity well for his for-
that it must come to an end, and that tho gotfulness of the Army of the Eust in the
only way to reduce these enormous arma-  negotiations with Princo Bismark at Fer-
raents to a footing proportionste to the cap | ridres. In fact, all the bitterness of thecon-
abilities of the people ia to forcs on eveats, | troversy at Sedan was revived in court, mith
and somehow or other disartn those on ne- , & result that all who have sufficient know~

ocount of whom these military preparations
AP0 Necessary.

What rote would England take in case of
a great Europeau rcontest? The general
answer will doubtless be~that of neutrality.

But is it possible that neutrality can always |

be maintained ? If the British realm were
confined to the two small islands which con-
stitute its heart, it might be true that it
ocontld keep out of war, but with widesproad
ing colonies-and foreign entnvglements it
‘would be almost impossible for England to
avoid {aking pary, sooner or later, in the
struggle. How, ghen. is she prepaved for
emergency that 3 almost sure to arise ? lhe
vy 'is apparently in good order. Tho nu-
merical strength of the Biitiah flest is larger
than, that of aoy other power, and Boglish
sailors haye not deteriorated. But a large
part of tlie navy is composed of vessels built
sicoe England was-engaged’ in & great naval
way, 'Their construction, to a cartain extent,
has been experimental. Suppose on going
10 war it should be discovered thet the navy
bad been buitt on faulty principles ? ['ho
result- might be to nullify that arm of the
national defence, and uncover the cosst of
Englund to uny powerful nation inteat upon
inveding the couatry and laying it under
tribute. The enormous wealth accumutated
‘in London is a bait to avarico which must
not be ignored in oonsidering the possibil
tics of bostila invasion. Soppose the coast
should be dafenceless, whay kind of an army
could England oppose {o lthe mignificent
troops of the Continent 2 Tho militia snd
voluateers would be usgeless. ‘i'he regular

army would Dbe effective #s far as jt.
8oes, bus at most it would he but 60,000 |

strong, 'g:hat could this handful do against

-

, ledgo of the history of the war, aud of the
, Steady set of opinion in France in favour of
the late Bmperor must havoe foreseen.
‘The factsthat mainlv eoncern us, however,
, aro those which wero given inevidence rela-
tive to the conduct of General Wimpffen,in
,tho fiold. It will be remembered thut
, when Marshal MacMabon was struck dopn
at Sedan, General Ducrotsucceeded of right
to the command of the first corps, and with’
a perfect mastery of the niilitary situation
he commenced bis prepurations for a retreat
eastward, by way of Mézidres. At the same
time an aclion was going on beyond the
Balan Gate, and Gern. Wimpffen, who had al
lowed Ducrot to act when a disaster appepr.
ed inevitable, saw (i kis ignorance of tho
enemy’s movements) a chance of success,
and suddenly claimed the command in vir
tue of an appointment which he secrelly cur
ried in bis pocket, by the Council of War at
Paris. The retreat was countermanded,and
while the German forces wero moving up, to
envelops both wings of the French Arwny,
Wimptien made a vain sttempt to persundo
tbe Emperor to cut _his way through, anid a
littlo later, when the énemy’s shells were-
actually falling in the tcwn, he proved the
, futility of the proposition by roeling back
into Sedan with the shatteved force obabiut
| 3000 nicn whom he had led out to court ile-
struction, »nd who were all ho could muster
even by deolaring that the gans they heiard
were thoso of Bazaine in the rear, Theo delsy
was fatals ‘Tho Germian guns were got iato

pogition on the heights uround Sedan, the’

‘shells weva-already fulling in tho atractsand
thoe old fortress town, with its streats full of
& disorderly mob of soldiers aud civilians,
wouid in a fow hours havo been pounded as

in & mortar, iuto a mass of bloody rags and
brolcen masonry and  shivering human
Qesh ~ To save his soldiers from tlus
orrible fate the Emporor ordered tho whitn
lag to be suspended from the walls, and tho
capitulation tollowed, both as a mntter of
mn'l‘ntary necessity and of pure humanity

Theso substantnl fuots ware previoualy
known, but the historical dotails wiich havo
‘béen brought out by the trial uro oxtreno-
ly interesting, ns thoy tend toshow thehope-
less slate of division among the Fronch gen-
erals, and tho chiros in svhich the poor Im-
peror wag compelled to act an independent
part, a8 the deus ex maching of the situation,
snd which he afterwards justilied by tho truo
aund pathetio observation that nt loast Lo was
still govereign, After tho failure of Galifot's
splendid charge at tho tead of his Cuiras-
sters, tho futo of the French Avmy wus soal-
ed, and the rival Gonerals mot, crostfalien,
in tho presencsoftho Emperor. “If [ havo
been beaten,” smd \Wimpflen, addressing
bimself imwediately to the Emperor, * itis
the fault of your gencrals, who refused to
oboyme.” “XNo!' thunderad Duerot, flish
ing round upon him, ¢ you have beon to well
obeyed, and it is your senseless presumption
which has destroyed the Armyt*  The vital
fact is—and thisis what thé trinl has brought
‘out into clear light—that WimpHen forbore
to take over his command whon tho battle
appeared lost, and the retreat inevitable,
aud, some two or three hours later, whon ho
wrongly imagined thero was a favourablo
turn in aveats, suddenly prodaced bis au-
thority, and countermanded the orders of
his colleague.

‘The French court, bofore whom the facts
were proved, have justilied M. Cassagnac’s
denuuciation by their verdict forthe defend
ant. Of WimpfTen's splendid courage thero
is no doubt whatever, aund it may be admit.
ted as barely possible that he would have
borne tho Emperor Lravely through the
German lines, in the midst of his proposed
force of a few thousand men, ith the loss,
perbaps, of balf their number, and the cer-
tain distruction ¢f those who remained be-
hind.by the German guns. That the Em
peror, after a moment's hesitation, refused
his consent tosucha butchery in the name
of false hononr, will for ever redound to his
credit in history. That General do Wimpffen
should afterwards condescend to blacken
his memory, and invite his countrymen to
endor3e what may bo called his own act of
moral delinquency, is a circumstance which
wo will only churacaterise by saying that it
bas deserved the stigmn which has been
tixed upon it by the verdict of the court,

-

‘Tae Late Privos Covsorr.—On Saturday,
Fetwuary 13, the casting of the status of
the late Princo Consort, to be placed under
tho domo of the Alhert Memoruwal, in tiyde
Park, wis completed at tho foundry of
Mossre. Princa & Co.,, Ewer street, South.
wark, The figure i{s scated in n ohair of
Stateand is of Collossal size, being fifteen
feot n helgut~from the base to tho crown
of the head. The artist, the late Mr. J. H.
Foley, R. A., fortumately completed the
model before his death. I& will form an
cnduring monument of his groat artistio
skill. The statue would have been com.
pleted somo months sinco but for an un-
fortunata accideat. The workmen were re-
moving u porticn of the mould, weighing
zome twenty tons, from one part to unother
‘of the foundry when a chain brolke and the
vast mass fell down to tho grouad, thus de.
stroying the labour of months. Tha statue
now ounly requires the fiasl chasing bofore

being fixed in its final resting place,



