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military age. Theio 18 thus amplo room fut | liablo to service withithose who actually per |
de facto esemptions Losond the few oases formed it. It appears that the.aunualaver
for which tho federal law providea. ‘These,age of young men becoming Labls to sct |
are— first, tho members of tho Federal Diet | vice during tho period Letween 18321862
or Parliament ; second, the persons actually ¢ rvas 22,900 agalust 11 719 who appoat on the
filling three specially enumerated posts in i lists as aclive recruits, So that whil: ia
the Government and higher spheres of ad | theory, nr}d by a fundimental erxclq of 1he
winistration ; thind, cuttuin enumerated | Constitution, every alle Lodied Saiss .
grades of employcesin the federul post and  moro or less anefficient suldier, only aleut.
telegraph oftices, the punder magaunes, &¢. | ono-half, or rather less, undergu any soit of
and fourth, the frontier police, which may military fraining during any pericl of the

Lo considered as & sort of permanent mili
tary corps. Ir addition, the superintendents |
of prisons, lunatic Asylums, &c. having a

25 years, that is from 20 to #4, foi wli U
thoy are legally liable to duty.
1 may here remark that for tho fow statis

tJaxvany 15, 1812

eativn in this as in other eyually important

. respects.  Uniformity of eyuipmeont and ar

wament was estublished Ly precise legisla
tion. a minimum of instruction and effi
ciency fixed, and a certain general superin
tendence and control reserved to the Fede
ial military authorities. Each Cantonal
‘invarnment was to take, placo on foot and
wu.intain, in time of peace an effective forco
«yjuivalent to threc per cent of its population
(foreign residents, which in many canlons
Aie yvery numerous, being, of course oxcopt
«d), and a reserve amounting to one half of

, the same, together four and a half per cent.

certain immunity of service. The theory of | tics I intend to obtrude, I amlargely indolt | of the natise pupulation. In time of war the
the law in all theso cases isnot that of ex |ed to Mr. Stampli, and making allowances, Confederation disposes of, the entiro forco
emption, but rather of temporary preven | for a very moderate increase of population,  available. Nothing, of course, prevent.
tion or ex-officio immunity, sumethiong in the | the figures, which ho collected with the, each Cantonal governuent from drilling ».
nature of the prisileges accorded 10 mem. ; most scrupulous accuracy in 1866, aro still, much larger force than its Federal quota,
bers of Parlinment in this country during the most asailable for all practical purposes, and, in point of fact, most of them do.

the session. Should this exceptional immu | of argument. [ cannot, however, follow ~ Many of those who speak of and treat the
nity cease by the vacation of the office con. ;| Mr. Stampli to the cxtent of the severcl_y, Swiss mlitery institutions asa complete,
ferring it within the period of age duringlogical conclusions he deduces from his compact, and self consistent system, will
which each is liable, the person having figures. [ believo cn the contrary, thatitis, perhaps be surprised to learn that very

availed himsel{of it, is supposed to be oblig

with the military system of Switzerland as, considerable difference obtaius among the

¢d tomake up for tust time in the drill and | with mapy othe. time honored institutions
instruction of theclass to which he belongs. | that have grosn with a nation's growth—

Practically, howerer, thisscanty list of ex- i
emptions is largely supplemented by tbe|
leguslation of the several cantons in favor of
the members of their respective Govern-
ments and Legislatures. Moreover, the
duty of military service does not bear on

one of their chief merits lies ir the doriation

screral cautuns as regards the proportionate
numbcr of men In each performing niilitacy

duty. The percentage on the male popula
tion ranges as widely as from 22 to 12 per
lieve that this is quite consistent with both, cenium between ona cinton and another,
tbeory and practice being excellent and ad | Thus the primeval Cauton Schwyz, which
mirably suited, each to its parpose. The, claims the honor of having given its name to
Swiss system is assuredly not perfect, Lut, the Helvetic Cunfederation, leads, as might

of the practice from the theory, and I be

bona fide absentees. A Swiss, at any period | it has this great and incalculzbly important, be expected, the way with 22 per cent. of
of his military liability, is perfectly at liberty | merit, that it is pre eminently popular in, itsmale population doingduty. Another of
to expatriate himself without asking leave, cvery senseof the word. Imuch fear that, the forest cantons, Uri. and next Grisons,
of any onc. Ifa casual absence happens to, any reform the better toconform the piac | follow with 21, the sickly canton of Wallis,
coincide with a period of service, he is re- | tice to the theory will cause to_appear one | composed chiefly of the narrow, acep, and
garded as a soldier on daty, and must ask | rous and oppressive, that which with the marshy valley of the Upper Rhone, which
for furlough in regular form, which is read- | present latitudeis regarded rather asa pri | has the sad speciality of goiters and cretin
ily granted on reasonable cause being shown. | vilego than as a duty, ism, comes last with only 12. The
The penalties for military misdemeanour in, The contradiction to whichl sllade would | two great and populous cautons of Berne
time of peace are little more than nominal. | be utterly inexphcable if we didnot remem , and Zurich form, as nearly as possitle, the
but while on duty, each man is placed under | Ler that, with a population of little more average between these two extremes vith
nilitary law—w:thdrawn from the junsdic | than two and a-half millions (or less than 16 per cent. of their male population.

tion of the civil courts—and, whatever the, that of London), scattered over a territory, The leading feature of the Army Relorm
nature of his offencs may be it is tried by, about half as farge as England without, Bill to which [ have already had occasion to
courts-martial. All those who from any, Wales, we have to deal with no less than, refer, is to give to federal authorities a moro
cause whatever, ex offico exemptior, ab , twenty five different Governments, each, direct control over the cantonal forees. For
sentetism, or physical disqualification, do, sovereign and independent. ~ Nominally this purpose it is proposed to divide tho tet
not perform, either in whole or in pact, the the members of the Swiss confederation are; ntory of the Confederation irtodistricts nut
military duty incumbent on others, are sub | tiventy two, but three of these States, and, quite irrespective of cantonal frontiers, but
Jjectto a very moderate cipitation tax in | singuiarly enough, these three among the stillto a certsin extent independently of
compensation. It will be seen, therefore, , very smallest ones, have Yound a single, them, and o place the military administa
that the Swiss system, although theorecli-, zovernment too little for them. Thas one, tion of these distnicts, in so far at least as
cally the precise contrary, has yet in prac- | half of the people of Basle, of Appenzell, | regards the instruction of officers and men,
tice s large clement of voluotaryism. In,and of Unterwalden respectively, have, immediately under the inspection of the
the projects of reform which are uow under i agreed, {o disagres with the other half, and, Federal officers.  To the extent that this
consideration, and to which 1 shall hereafter | each of thesa cantons, though nomunally 2, cau bo effected, it will undoubledly be 2
have occasion to refer, this elemont—never, unit in the Foderal Assemlly, has in reality | real improvement upon the presailing sys-
openly recognized—is songht to be done, two distinct and complete sets of executise, ; tem. But Swiss army reformers aro_not so
away with altogether, and a more strictly ) administrative, and legislative machinery. 1 bold in their measures as those ia this coun
obligatory systen to bo rigidly enforced, | Formerly each of theso governments

greatly donbt whether this policy, llxough|
legally correct, will, in the end, be found

raised, drilled, uniformed, and armed its
troops as itsuited its fancy. Provided cach

y 17, and any changp so radical as Ar. Card
j Tell's recentabolition of puichase would not
even ba dreamed of. Tue idea of Cantonal

judicious. supplied its quota to the Confederation in} independenco is so strongly rooled and

One of the most zesluus and able of the I timo of need, tho latter had no more right| loc.l sclf government is carned to such ex
Swiss army reformers, Mr. Stampli, a mem | to interfere in military mattors than in| tremes, that csen under the new Jaw the
Ler from Berne of the Representative Cham:- | those of coinage daties, and postal arrange j caatonal miditary authoidlies will retaia the
ber of tho Federal Legislature, reported, on, ments, all of which exhibited a most beauti | exclusive appoiatments of Wil regimental
behalf of a special committee in 1566, that  fulvariety of local ccceatricities. To this day, officers- cach of these Lienty five govern
whereas the preceding census (December, the Militia of cach canton is under its oiwa | ments i.0ll cuntinue o haes iis Sceretary of

1560)showed the number of males in Swit- "
zerland to bo 1,171,456, of whom 4:?3,856|
came within tho prescribed age, the num- |
ber of men actually performing that duty.
mn all tho thres classes, élite, reserve, and

exclusive control, It drills them, officers, State for War Ja pello, with a cantonal staft
them, equips them, arms them, at its own, and & cantonal military budget to match.

se, in the proportion of the contingenty The tendency undoubtedly, is to strengthen
which the Federal Assembly fixes after cach, the federal authority at the expenso of the
decennial census, and these ststo or Can-, cantonal, butl many scars must elapse, per.

landwebr, was only 186,359, or lessthan one, tonal troops only becoms Federsl soldiers, haps some terrible strain may have to be

half. In other~ords, sbout 30 pet cent. of | by being especially aworn into the servics of
the arvailable mate "al was, for some rcason, the Confederation, and assuming that arm

exper.nced, before o thoroughly centuralized
crganization caa grow oul of the present

o: other, not used at all.

Mr. Stampli further illustrates this strik-
ing contradiction between tho theory of the
Iaw sand its application in practics, by com-
prring the number of young men who, dor-

ng o period of ten years, became annually

let of tho cross which, with the inversion of
the colours has latterly served as the em:
blem of ncutral charity on the battle ficld.

But the new Federal Constitution, follow-
ing on tho civil war of 47, tho Sonderdunds
Krieg, made a great step towards centrali-

tentative efforts of reform.
(To be continued.)

The Albany .4rgus says that William M,
Tweed is the chief owner of the contractio
picrco Hoosac tunnel and has invested a
millionin the enterprisc.




