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is vory clearly indioated and the proper omphaais of his trcatment
of the saveral parts of the saubject is oarofully prosorved.

Au to tho giniral chacaotor of tho Apoatles' religious teaching
they havo no radioal noveltios to propose and no fads to support.
1t theyhavo no bias in favor of any of tho provailing thoeological
aystoms nolthor havo thoy any bias agaivet them. The conclusions
which they reach as the outcoms of their straighforward dealing
with tho epistlo aro not substantially difforent from those held by
the Reformod Churches during tho past threo hundred yeara.
While there {8 a full recogunition of tho force of some of the
Armonian contontions in troating chapters ix-xi, thore is an cqually
cloar rocognition of the mais conclusions ot Calvinism as nocery
sarily iavolved in Paul's language. Aud what ls even moroe
important thore is a fitm nnd uncquivocal presentation of thoe
ovangolical dostrine of justication by faith on the ground of a real
objective atonement made by Carist. There is hardly anything
flaer in the literaturo of tho subject than tho brief oxoursus on the
Doath of Christ considered as a sacrifico given on pp. 91.94,
Altogother this work must be pronounced the most satisfactory
commentary on Romans which has over appeared.

Tz Curistzan ENpeAver Hoom, by S. 5. TN, Hill, A.M., Fleming
H. Rovoll Co. Toronto. Price 15 cts.

This little book should receivo a warm welcomu at the handa of
all Endoavorers. Xt is an exposition of the United Society topics
for tho balf year ending with June 1890, aud Is rich with holpful
suggestions for those who take part in the Eadeavor prayer meet.
inge. Tho text of the topicis firat given, followed by suggested
hymns and Scripture roferences then comes a brief comment on
the passage and a pointed illustration aed application of tho trath
ending with pithy hiuts to tho leader and otbers who take part.
Wo understand a second book will be issued for tho latter half of
tho year.

Tue Lire or THE Lorp J£sus, by Mrs. Louise Seymour Houghton,
213 pp., clcth, 75 cents. The Bible Study Publishing Co., 21
Bromficld Street, Boston, Mass,

This book comprises n séries ofcomments on the Gospel History
Leazons of The Bible Study Union System, whish was prepared for
The New York Evangelist, end were afterwards carefully ravised
and to a largo oxtent rowritten for permanent use. Fach chapter
takesup tho Scripture material of one section or characteristic
feature of our Lord’s lifo and throws much light on itameaning, as
well as upon its circumatances and surroundings. The book is full
of valuable information and interosting suggoestions. As stated in
the author'a preface, thess studics were propared “in the hope
that they may provo useful to all who wish to attain a comprehen-
sivo and conneoted view of the life of our Lord, and especially to
teachors of Biblo class pupils who follow the lessons of the Gospel
History Series.

Tne Live or OmRist, by the Rev. Lyman Abbott, DD. 176 PP->
cloth, 75 centa. Ths Bible Study Pablishing Co., 21 Bromfiold
Streot, Boston, Mass,

This work preaents a scrics of pen pictures comprising all the
principal incidents in tho life of Christ, in tho orderof their ocour-
rence. It both marks tho steps of progress in that lifo, giving an
outlino viow of it in all its important aspects, aad also clearly pre-
sontstho essential teachings of the various incidents portrayed.
Dr. Abbot's eminent fitness for the preparation of such a work
nozo can quostion. He has alroady written one Life of Chriat,
which hns commanded an oxtensive eale, and has propared excel-
lent popular commentarics ou each of tho Gospels. The purposo
of this book, as stated in the anthor's preface, ** is to present in a
singlo picture, the incident or teachiog suggeated for our contem-
plation, and to suggest, not all theo leasons that may be drawn from
it, bt that lesson which is most contral and is at opco most upon
the surface and most at the heart of the nareative.

The Expository Times for January well maintains its character
at o bright and spicy periodical keeping its readers in touch with
all that i3 best and most intecesting in theologicsl literaturo
whether expository or otherwise. Ounc of its most appreciativo
notices is given to a Canadian book. MacKay's From Far Formosa.

There is vo moro readable theologica magazi bli i
rido of the Atlantic. Edinbn::;b, T l%ndm'?.‘.p%l];:g? a '.i‘%?:\ht?
Willard Tract Depository. . !

Bright Homes.

The beautiful picture which the great Burns
draws in his “ Cotter’s” Saturday Night” is perhaps
the finest des-ription of the simplicity of home-hfe
we have in our ianguage. Thercis a sensc of sadness
in reading it however,  The.sadness rests in this—
thae there are few homes like the idea) '
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Tholr maeters an’ th.ir mistrosy’s command,
The younkers o’ are warnoed to oboy ;
Av' mind tholr Iabours wi' an oydont hand,
An’ no'er, tho' out o' sight. to jank or play
An’ oh ! bo suro to fear the Lord alway,
An’ mind your duty duly, morn’ an’ night.
Such is not the instruction which is generally
Eivcn in our democratic homes to-day. In how few
omes to-day, does the father, Iike the Cotter,
exercise his priesthood and offer up his sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving upon the altar in his home?
Indifference, carelessness, laxity of life characterise
the lives of the majority of people to.day. We
discuss how to reach these after they have left the
hoine, and indeed it is a difficult problem. But do
we not begin at the wrong end? Should not the
Church strive to preach how to make homes more
religious and bright?

c arc constantly told by the enemies of religion,
that religion should be taught at home. From our
enemies we are to learn wholesome truths. What is
the religion of many homes? Prayer is not offered
up daily. The only mention of religion is the talk
about church meetings, discussing some church
squabble, criticizing the sermon, gossiping about the
minister and other church members, or arguing over
church politics. These things instead of helping the
spiritual lives of the people, arc most deadening in
their effect. Worldly maxims, worldly aims are dis-
cussed and advocated from the world’s standpoint,
and .ot from that of our Blessed Lord. Isitany
wonder that from such homes young people come
forth indifferent to the claim of Christ upon them ?

Indeed our modern life, makes it most difficult to
have the home what it ought to be. For the attrac-
tions outside the home make it impossible for the
family often to be athome together. The father has
his lodges and various societies to attend. The
young people have all sorts of clubs and societies of
their own. If they have nothing else to do, they
will walk up and down the streets in groups, even ona
cold night, anything rather than staymng at home.
Many a ruin has resulted from these night walks.
Even “the churches” aie vieing with each other in
counter attractions to draw young pcople to them.
The result is that home is a place to eat and sleep in,
to spend a night in when there is a party there, but
otherwise “slcw”! To always “talk religion” at
children would be more than fatal. But homes are
not made bright. The influence of Puritanism stil
hangs over us. “ Games are wrong and must not be
allowed.” TFar better for parents to get their family
round the table for a good round game, and teach
them that gambling is a heinous crime, but relaxation
after the day’s work 1s over is lavful and right. Let
them have these games, of whatever sort, in the
home and they will not be so anxious to go out
sceking for that which their own homes do not
afford. If they are out at a friend’s house for the
night, the parents should know where they are, and
can ask friends in also, and so make the social life of
the house bright and happy. Then before going to
bed, bring ~atthe Bible, let the father read a few verses,
cxplain them simply, then lowly kneeling commit
them all to God. \{oung people would sce that re-
ligion was real and bright far quicker than by banishing
so called " worldly amusements ” out of the home and
making them imagine that religion and amusement
were bitter antagonists. An amuscment is worldly
or not, just as the individual is worldly or not. On=2
who has Christ’s life ir. him, and loves God and man,
will sanctify anything and everything he touches.
There are, of course, many games, such as kissing
games of all sorts, which are vulgar and tend to evil,
which I do not advocate. But do not make things
evil which are not evil in themselves. No round
game in which thcre is no gambling, where the pro-
prictics are observed, and the mind is used, is wrong,
unless time is spent upon it, which should be given
to other dutics. Let parents remember that their
duty is to teach their children, and tosave them from
temptation, and the best way to do this is to make
home the brighest and happiest spot on carth, because
it is 3 home in which the Father is worshipped,




