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CANADIAN PULPIT.

No. 47.
The Secret of St. Paul's Life.

BY BRIV, WML NOORE, I D, OTTAWA,

Trar ¢ Aud the life wlich T now live in the flesh 1 live by
the frath of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himeelf for
me.  Gal. i s 20,

“Lives of great
men all remind us
we can nke our
livessublime.™ Hero-
win begets herown
by providing a whole-
some spirit of emula.
tion,

This principle
ofournaturofindsthe
mont frequent ocea-
sion uand the fullest
scope in the Church
of timl,

Thereis first, and
chiel of all, the Great
Apostle and  High
I'rieat of our profes.
sion whoendured the
crose dispising the

v, Wa Mook, b, D, shame and s sct
down at the right
haud of Gad,

After Huu thete come the Patriarchs and Prophets and Aposties,
and the noble Army of Martaes and Confexsars who i every age
have endured as seetnz Him who s anvable. o this glofious
company there hiave been men who departed out of this life nat
Lvang seen deatl § men who saw God face to face and to whow
Gud spake ns o tnan 10 un friend . men who threough faith subdued
kingdimns, w rougat righteonsness, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of hons, quenched the violence of fire, eseaped] the edge of
the swerd, out of weakiess were uade strong, waxed valient in
flzht, taened to fhght tho neomnes of the aleing,  Women received
their dead rasel to hfe again, and others were tortured, not
accepting dehveranee: that they might obtama better resurrection:
and ottiers had trial and ceael mockings and scourgings, yea, more-
over of bunds and wnprisonment | they were stoned, they were
avwn asutnler, were tempted, were slain with thesword : they wan.
dered about 1 sheep-skins and gontsking 3 betng deatatute, atthicted,
tormente I, tof whom the world was nat worthy,) they wandered i
deserts, and mmountams, and an dens and caves of the carth,
Among them there have been men and woimen who have laid down
then Jises munistering to the sick awl dying i times of plazue and
pestilence. There have beets ey and women who fearing neither
the cold of the frozen worth, nor the sweltering heat of the tropics,
have not eounted ther= Bves dear to them tint they might carry
the knowledge of the stnxearchabile riches of Christ to the perishing
heathien , there have beenanen and women e palaces and hovels
whe in time of deaduese and doclension have kept the lamp of
farth alive sand passe 11t on to sueceoding generations : wmen and
wontent wWho have led the van i every moral reform looking to the
Letternent of mankind,

And all thiese are our aucestors in the faith of Christ.  We have
no reason 1o be ashamed of them,  Bat af they are not to e
ashamed of us we must walk by the aame rle and strive to repro.
duce i our time that walk andconveration which proclaimed them
to be the elaldren of o,

H now we ask eoncerning the acerct of theirinspiration and
their manner of ife wo tind 1t well st out i these wards of the
Apoatle, * Aund the life which T now live in thie flesh 1 live by the
faith of the Sar of God, who laved me, and geve Himself for me.”

I, The accret of Paul'sisfe; [ live by the fuath of the Son of Gad,

The mament we bezm to spuak of the Life of faith many people
lose tterest 1 onr disconrae assmnne or fancy ing that it is quite
bevand ther comprehension tand that behoving w the Lord Jesus
Chrat s one of the mast datlicnlt aud amysterions things in the
worll  There never was a greater nustake.  The whole world
Tinves by faitl. 1t was by fmith that Colambus discovered America.
It wan faith which sastamned and chicered the great discoverers and
wmventors of every age. Faith hies at the very foundation of our
fanuly Wfe.  Farth underlies and runs through the whale fahiric of
social and cammereial e, Men are often decened. Men often
decarve themselves.  Values often prove delusive and so men auffer
losn. Al this counts for Wittle or nothing. W spite of all people go
on m faith and 1de not ace that they can do anything clse,

Faith 1s not a blind saupemstitution. 1t 14 the result of inquiry.
It 15 anantelligent conclusion hased on what 1s thonght to be sufti-
vient wformation

When a inan wishes to invest a large atmount  -say nearly all hus
salstance m bank steck or wther pubhie security he does uat
blin {lv and inonsiderately take the tirat thing that comena to hand,
Hea tevatinally and upon due anqairs. But s action, when
taken. tn, after all aun act of faith, and all the tine hin money
retnins it aated in the stock seletel, Iae life in a lifo of fasth in
a permanent salue.

The faith of the Xowof Golie noaveeption 1o the getieral rale
Nere ton aman seaks mformstion. When he soes who and what
the Lord Jeans e what earanty e has tor ofer {or the everlasting

salvation of the soul, the value of the salvation offered and the
terms ¢n whicl it is 10 be had - if he desires the salvation, and is
satinfied with the terms, he commits himself to the Saviour's care,
he enters himself in the Baviour's service ; he sets himeelf apart to
do what Christ would have him do and to be what Christ would
have him be; and this done he lives in sxpectation of help and
blessing aud glory just as the holder of Bauk Stock lives in expceo-
tation of his dividends.

Now what is there mysterious in this? Why should any man
think it hardertobelievethe Sonof thie Livingtiod than to belisve one
of his mortal fellow men ? It caunot be for want of informnation.
In this city alone (Ottawa) there must be some thousands of men
and women of iutelli%cuce and character who can testify that the
Lotd Jeaus hias actually perforimed his promise to them, has saved
them, lins ,{i\'cn them new hearts, has helped them in the time of
trouble and temptation and has given them a good hope through
gruce of everlusting life.  And beside this teatiniony of being wit-
nesres you have no end of information inthe recorded livesof God's
children. And this ix testimony which must be received unless a
wan is able to believe theincredible assertion that, these the purest
and best of men and wonmen of every generation since tho world
begulng. have entered into w fraudulent conspiracy to deceive the
world.

And over aud above ull this we find ample information regarding
the way of life in the inapired Word of God, here we bask in the
full light of the Son of Righteousness, -\With all this information
if not actually pressed upon him, yet 20 easily accessible, the man
who refuses or fuils to find aalvation through” the faith of the Son
of God is left without excune.

I1. Notice in the necond place, the ground or reason of the
Apostles faith, ¢* Who loved me, and gave Himeelt for me.””

The Lord Jesus Christ gave himself for us as parents give
themselves for their children. Fathers and mothers wear out their
livesand spend themaclves frecly to provide food and shelter and
clothing and education for their children and count themselvex
nichly rewarded by the virtue and success of the children. 1 have
known mothers to wateh with breathless interest aud infinite
devotion over the cradic of a helploss infant, morming, noon and
night. unable tosleep, scarcely able to touch food, heeding the
faintest cry, listening for the sligi. est movement, tinistering to
every want, until the babe han comne back to lifc and health, And
then when the chilt was saved, and the weary watching over and
the wark all done, and the long tension psst, the mother broken
down by the meverity of her vigii has crept into her bed to dic,
rejoicing that her child wax aaved even at the cost of her life.

So Christ in His great love gave Himself for us, that he might
he the propitiation for our sinn

The forcrummer pointed him out as the Lamb of God which
taketh away the sin of the world. He Hinmelf declared that He
canie not to b wiinistered unte but to minister, and to give His
life & ransom for mauy.

The Apostles taught by the Holy Spirit, the meaning of His
sufferings and doath teach us that e was delivered for our offences
and was raised again for our justification: that He was made of
God unto wisdom and ri‘;hleonaucss, and sanctification and re-
demption ; that He gave huueself for us that He aiight redeem us
from all imquity and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous
in good worka,  The clear teaching of the Scripture that He died,
the just for the nnjust that He might bring us to God, His death
being a true expiation, anc therefore the strongest possible ground
of & canscerated life. For the love of Christ constraineth us,
becaure we thus judge, that if one -lied for all, then were all dead.
And that he died for all that they which live should not henceforth
live unto themselves but unto Him who died for theni and rose
apain,

¥ If now we ask why he did this, the answer so fur as supplied
by this passage, is because “Heloved me.” Redemption originated
in the love of God and this makes it peculiarly precious in the
judiment of the redeemed.

It is & blesacd thing to be saved from sin and miscry. Itis an
unspeakable privilege 1o be adopted into the fami., of God and
made heirs of life, not bocause those who love Thee not, must burn
eternally.

Thou, O wy Jesue, thou did'st me
Upon the croe embrace !

For he did’st bear the naila and spear,
And manifold disgrace.

And griefs aud torments numberleas,
And aweat of agany,

Yea, death itself, and all for one
That was thins enemy.

Then why O bleaned Jequs Christ,
Should 1 not love thee well?

Not for the sake of winning heaven,
Nor of eacaping hell!

Not with the hope of gaining aught,
Not secking a reward,

Rut an thysell hast loved me
Q everlasting Lond,

Even so 1 love thee and will Jova
. And in thy praise will sing,
Nalely bevause thou art my God
And my cternal King.



