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CHAPLAIN JOilN IRELAND,

Romliniscences of Ono of tho Herocs of
the American War,

Correspondence ot the  Philadelplia
Catholic [1mes.

In tho year 1862 Father John Iro-
land, then a young priest, was opooint-
ed chaplain of the Fifth Minnosota
Voluntoers of Governor Ramsey. The
average chaplain of tho army in thoso
days waslittlo better than a nonentity,
Very scldom wero his aervices called
into requisition. The incidents con-
nocted with those troublesomo times
wero such as to place him almost “hors
du combat” in tho minds of tho sol-
diers, who wore always on tho move
or engaged in the noble and manly art
of killing,

Occasionally a straggler on the road
or resting after maorching day end
night would have wished for his bless:
ing and his services, but gonerally
thore was vory little attention paid to
tho spiritual comfort of tho soldier.
Aftor the fatigue and exhaustion of
the marching and the fighting the
wearied soldier, oflicer and choplain
were glad to look into their haver-
sacks and their canteens to find some-
thing in the shape of hardtack snd
muddy water to refresh the inner man
ond to take that rest that tired natare
required. I do not moan to infer
that there_was wantinga desire on the
part of soldiers or cheplains to engoge
in those exercises of devotion. Onthe
contrary, whenever an opportunity was
afforded it was utilized and the good
and popular chaplain, Ireland, could
slways be found in the midsc of battles,
skirmishes, marches and retreats, re-
lieving not only the spiritual but the
temporz! needs of his soldiers.

Father Ireland was one of the most
popular officers in the regimen:, He
was always ready to drop a kind,
encouraging word to this soldier, a
smile and & nod of recognition to ano-
ther, words of cheer to every oze. He
was of cheerful, happy disposition him-
self, and like the sun, he cast his rays
of sunshine all around and won the
hearts of all, officers and soldiers alike.
It was cheering to the sad and home-
sick youth to see this good father
gather around bim the soldiers and
zeek to divert their thounhts from the
thousand and one trials .nd bardships
they had to encounter through their
love for fatherland.

‘The Rev. father was a good chess-
player, too, and always carried with
bim nis little snt of chessmen and
board, and after cumping for the night,
first taking his supper of bacon and
cracker, washed down by water or
coffee, he was ready to give battle with
his chessmen on his rubver blanket
board to any of the men, no matter
bow rough or polished, ragged or other.
wise,

After the aiege of Corinth the Fifth
Minnesota went intocamp oo the banks
of a little river called Clear Oreek. It
certainly was not called by that nosme
becangs of the clearness of the water,
for it was the muddiest of stream..
The soldiers wore delighted, ns they
expected to remain in camp for some
time, but their expectations were soon
nipped in the bud by the stirring
incidents of the war.

The troops passed one Sunday there
and the day was made memorable, for
it was on this day that Father Ireland
gave the regiment his first sermon.
The boys vied with each other ix: their
efforts to construct a little rude altar
and soon made a shelter for him from
the burning heat of the sun by way of
a canopy of branches of trees and gzeen
sspplings. I have never heard of a
similar occurrence during the war.
Very soon thevoiceof the father drew
around bhim & large audience. Soldiers
who wero scattered over the placo—
under trees, loitering and playing cards
and amusing themsolves as soldiers
usually do, were seen approaching from

[ orable for the charge of the famous

: were releagsed and it did the work of a
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all dirootions, and there, under tho
burning rays of tho Mississippi sun,
thoy listoned to the clequen$ and soul-
stirring words of the youug chaplain,
The fathor bandled bis theme in a
mastorly monner, talked to tho hearts
of the boys, as ho woll knew how to do,
and aftor ho had finished he recoived
such a cheer as would mnke the wolkin
ring. The vetorans choeered and choer-
ed a8 he came down from“his brush
pulpit.

On Mondny morning all wero again
ready for the march, ¢ Boots and
saddles ” sounded and the army moved
on to begin anew the sanguinary atrife,
Tho 4th of Ootober, 1862, will never
bo forgotten by the Fifth Minnesota
Voluuteers, for on that day one of the
most deaporate and bloody battles of
the far West was fought boetween tho
Union ard Confederate forces—the
Union under the gallant Rosscrans
and the Confederate under Price aud
Van Dra—-at Corinth, Miss, Thou.
sands of brave men on both sides were
killed in the battle. whioh is now mem-

Texas Brigade, under Rogets, on the
Union position. The charge was that
of tho bravest of tho brave of the
forces of tho Oonfederacy, n..d Rodgers
and hundreds of his men wero loft
dying on the field.

The Union position was protectod by
Battery Bobinett, and after the smoke
had cleared away the Confederates
were soon retreating {n their original
position. It was in this ever momor-
able battlo that Father Ireland cover-
od himeclf with glory. The chaplain was
on tho right of the Union position in
the afternoon and his wodesty was
such that bhe was uncouscious of the
victory that through bis agency he was
achioving.

(encral Hubbard, commander of the
Fifth Minnesota, made the following
report in connoction with the circum.
stance to which I refer: *“The de-
termined assault of Van Dorn's army
bad been gallantly met and firmly
withstood, except upon the right
There the rebels bad susceeded in
penetrating our lines and captured
some of our batteries and were pouring
into the streets of Corinth. Tho situa-
tion was critical. Ualess the enemy
was turned back aund that gap closed it
would admit a column of Van Dorn's
army to the town and Rosecrans’ lines
would be taken in the rear, the conse-
quences of which would not bo other-
wige thaw calamitous. 7The Fifth
Minnesota Regiment closed the gap.
It was like a whirlwind against the
fiank of that penetrating force. The
enemy recoiled under the sbock. The
peat-up energies of the Fifth Regiment

brigade of men. Stunned by the ter
rible execution of volleys poured into
it the confused mass .. enomy halted
and fell tack, closel, ressed by tke
Fifth Regiment. It took the batteries
that had been lost and re-established
the line at the point whure it had been
broken.”

To enable the reader to understand
the circumstances under which the
enomy succeeded in penetrating the
Union lines, it must be bor.ie in mind
that when the battle on the Union
right raged the hottest, the cry for
ammuuition was yelled along the Union
line, but the ammunition was exhausted
and the soldiers weore hunting for it
smong the cartridge-boxes of the desd
and wounded. The Union soldiors
were giving way, when lo! in the
distance a man was scen burrying fer-
ward with a barrel of cartridges on his
shonlder, yelling ot tho top of his
voico: “ Here, boys; here acs the
cartridges ™ A cheer went up from
the soldiers, which resounded all along
tho Union line. Thi® man rughed
slong the line, distributing tho car-
tridges. Throughout tbe whole time
the leaden hail thinned the ranks with
death and destruction all around.
This brave man, the bravest of the
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brave, repeated his visits with the

barrel of oartridges on his shoulder
until ho had provided the full forty
rounds or until overy soldier was sup-
plied. Who wea thia wonderful non-
combatant? None othor than the
chaplain of the Fifth Minnesota Regi-
ment, the horoic Fathor Ireland ! It
is doubtful whethor a similar instence
of bravery is recorded ¢f oither nrmy
during the wholo of the war.

The Fifth Regiment turned on tho
advancing column and the rosult was
as stated in Goneral Hubbard's report
abovo quoted. When tho battle was
ovor search was mado for the chaplain,
but ho was not to bo found. Then it
wes that tho noldior boys bLegan to
spoak of the horoism of tho good chap-
lain, and eapeoially the lnst never-to-bo-
forgotten heroic deed. All becio
alarmod at his abssnce. Tho search
was ronewed and to the great joy of all
ho was found uuporintenging » hospital
burriedly constructed for tho wounded.
There, succoring tho distrossed and
wounded and ministering like an angol
of gladness to tho dying, was this brave
pricat found. The whole rogiment
gave one great cheor at the nnuounce-
ment that he was safe.

Years havo passed sinco that historic
battle, but its momory will remain
greon as long us & votoran of the Fifth
Minnesota Regiment survives. Father
Jobn Iroland is now tho great Arch-
bishop Ireland, one of tho most promi.
nont prolates in Christondom. Hie
name has been heard the world over.
Ho hag captivated the hearts of all who
ever met him in Europe or in America,
He is the pride of his people and the
glory of his country, the highest repre-
sentativo of American genius and
American institutions.

J. 0. O’CoxxELt, M.D.

The Best Restorative Agninst Debility.

There is nothing more precious, and par-
ticularly efficacions in restoring strcugth
that haa been lowered by discaso or by diifi.
cult digestion, than Almoxia Wine, Gianclli
& Co., 16 King atrect weat, 1oroato, solo
agonts for Canada. Sold by all druggists,
e ———

STOP
Drugging

Do not doss your sys-
L tom with crude sub-

stances as you would ¢
muechine or railway
engine. Thetrua phys-
ician cschewspoisonous
drugs,enjoins obedicnce
to natural laws, and
profers Nature's remo-
dies to thoso of the
chemicallaboratery, 1f

vou aro sick or your
«y8tom disordered, ask
a good physician for hia
opinion about

St Leon Mineral
Waier

St Leo Mineral_wmar Co, Lid

Head Office, King street West,
Torsato,

All Druaggists, Grocers and Hotels,

GO TO

DILL & O'HEARN,

rOX YOUR

House, Sign or Ornamentsl Paint-

ing, Plain or Decorative
Paper.Hanging,

212 QUEEN STREET WEST.
TELEPHONE 1820, 11y

Is rather too much for yow
- «tho ordinary, bulky pill, Too big
to take, and too much disturbance
for your poor system. Tho smallest,
cnsiest to take, and best, are Dr,
Prerco’s  Pleasant  Pollots.  They
leave out all tho disturbance, but
¢t @0 you more good. Their help
usts. .
Coustipation, Indigestion, Bilious
Attacks, Sick or Bilious IHeadaches,
and all derangements of the liver,
stomach, and bowels are provented,
relieved, and permanently oured.
"They're guarantesd to givo satisfao-
tion, or your mounoy is returned.

A “coLp IN i ueAp ” is qnicklr

cured by Dr. Sage's
Catarrh Remedy. 8o
is Catarrhal Headache,
and overy trouble that
is caused by Catarrb,
So is Catarrh itsolf,
Tho proprictors offer
8500 1n cash for any
case which they cannot cure, Sold
by all druggists.

COSGRAVE & 00,

MALTSTERS,

Brewers and Bottlers

TORONTO,
Aro supplylng tho Trads with theliru perior

ALES AND BROWH 3TOUTS,

Browed from the finest Malt and best Bavarian
brand o? lo They am highly recom-
mended by tho AMedioal faculty for
thelz purity and strengthea.
og qualities,

Awaried tho I.gaest Prizes ad tho Internations
txhibition, Philadeiphia, for Purity ol Flavor aud
General Excellencs of Quality, Honorable Mentlon,

arts, 187\  3Modal aud Diploma, Antwerp, 1885,

Brewing Offce, 295 Niawara St

TELEPHONE No. 284,

v ——

DUNN'S

BAKING
POWDER

THECOOK'SBESTFRIEND

LARGEST SALE i¢ CANADA.

LISTEN!
M. J. CR.OTTIE,

838 and 844 YONGE STREET,
Can »¢el) you
Staple and Fancy DRY GOODS,
en’s Furnishings, Hats and
Caps, Ties, Sfxirts,
and Cuffs,
As cheap as any othor store in the city.

Call aud be convinced, Our stock is
always well assorted.

M. 3. CROTTIE,

833 and 844 Yonge st.,

(Tho Boaver.) North Toronto,
TELEPIIONE 8363.

AGENTS WANTED

To canvass for tho
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Write for particulars,
Or apply at ofice

40 Lombard st., Toronto,




