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MORAIJTY.

13Y 1l. r. 1U.DERWOOU).

Mlorality depoxids net ujion any systoîn of faiLla iL requires no
iiraculous evidence ; it is indellendent of thoological dogma ; no

supernatural influence can hieiglitoeu iLs beaxty; no ecclcsiastical
fitiece can stzoeten its obuigatioxis;Y it is conflned to no one
ntry, limiteti te -no oao age, restrictcd to no one forai of faitit,

the e-xchwtiive possession of noc oue csass, sr.d., ordor, ne.tion or race
mien; iL requi-ea no writtcn decaloguc, needs no singlo ixidiviti-

al athority; tboology cannxot ad'J te, iL, neither caxi it take from
t, It lias its indestructible *L>sis lin Lhe nature cf mani as a feel-
xig, thinking, act.ing being, andti u socicty as an aggregation of
ach beiags, with the rnanifold relations andi the ackxiowloclgcd
ghta and duties thait sprig thcofroni.
Empires rise and poriait, religions grow and decay, spocial

oxis cf civilisation appea.r andig' waxy te other typns ; but, ns
id ail the mutations of hutuan existence, the nature of tutun

mains essontially tho saxie, anid as thi-ougi ail these changes the
ial condition oecrlusti.,glv persists, morality caui nover bo with-

ut a foundation as brcad i dcopi andi catiuring as huxnanity
If. Ih changes not, blit, a Cicero anys, iL sla "the sani at

*orne andi at Athens te dny anti to-niorrow ; atone etral anti in-

b riablt, it bintis a natioxis anti al] timms! Its bighi-st staadard
i the cxilightexied renso» cf man. Tho bettot- mani nderstaxiti

ýA7s nature, andi the mnore be is capa41te' by rerisen cf intelligence
MWd culturei, cf comprebexiding the abject of society andi bis i-cia-
Mcas tiiercto, t-hi botter undexitanding bc w-lli have cf thec pi--
Wuplus cf anoralfty.

Thoologians coulti bav-e no itieà cf moral qunlitica unless thoy
Ibail dlscovered them la huxianity. They ar-e observeti in maxn,
and as in bini thoy are admired, in ctr-at to opposite qualities,
t-boy are ascriboti te (loti; anti these teologians baving invested
Goti with huînian qualities and tienied to man i what they bave
borrowedfrom hlm with which te las-est Goti before tbey coulai
forro uny conception cf bita as a mcmal bcing, mnoat ungratefully,
as weil as inconsistently, declare thore can be no moralit- inde-
pcntiently cf their theological syateta andi book revelation. Of
course it la asothixig ta ignore tho fact that, before eiter the co
or the ether nppmeart. soeiety existei anti nations flourisheti es-
sontially te aine as tho>' do to-day.

One wtoulti suppose, from the dlaims wbich are frequently matie,fthat thore swua ne mtn ity l-f--rn the Christian cm-; that men
were cntirely wanting in knowlodge of what is right andi in thefdispostio to do it -in sliort, tbrit, all mna were thies-es, robbers
and mrdeesbfr t-bey licard cf Jesus Christ

Theorsiity cf te atiranceti nations te day la cominonly cafleti
Christian niorality ; but oîîiy with t-he ame disi-egard cf truth
whicb la implicd ia dcnying the existence cf virtue anti goctineas
W eore Christ andi ouf aide cf Christeationi. The mari-tiy cf this

lige doss not otoe its erigteni le any re1igiorl, to any bck, to anyj hiLtorie chcamcter, boireve- much or litio any oneocf these bas ini-
fluexicet mankiati. Our present. conception cf znorlity bas groira
througb mnxxy centturies of human experience, anti exista now cnly
because, by znany mistakcs anti much suflering, man bau icarned,
iLs atizptednrms te bis waxits. It la the resuit cf te oombined lin.
fluence cf car atrai ebax-acter andi education. Te ascribe it te
the dominant religion wcre as absurd as te attribuite, the enlight-

jenirient cf tie ancient Greeka te their mythology, or the enligbt-
cnmient, cf te Saracens cf Spain in the ninth andi tenth centuries,
witen daritucas enyc-loped Chtrist îan Europe, tao Mtobsamnedsniam.

The fact ia, with te advsancement cf the bureau mind, with
discoreries ia science andi progre nl mnoi-aity, beievois li ai
systeuxa cf religion n-odify thoir s-lest- Bo as te adjubt theai te te
now o'-Icr cf f hinaga waya eiaiming, in anicnt anti ini moderrjtiaxes, li Egypi,, Intin, Grec-ce, 'Romie, Turkcv, Engiand, Air crics,
tat titey fit authority for te xtcw ities or refernis (after t-bo7
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