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to the Hebrew text, places the creation four thousand
and four years,before the Chiistian'wra. "

Why, it has beenqueried, did not the, Almighty
create the world at a period much earliev?” Presimy-
tious question ! Shall mortal man arraign his omnipo-
tent maker at his bar? Ever ought we to recollect,
that Fle does not act according to the extent of his
power; ut in conformity to the wise determinations
of his sovercign and resistless will. | Who can, in'auy
instance, say unto Him, what doest ihow ? Unneces-
sary is the question, At ‘What season of the year was
the ‘world creited; whether'in spring or autniun ?
Suilice it to say, the fruits of the carth seemito have
been originally producedl in a2 state of full m=aturity.
Nor is it unwaorthy of nofice, that the civil year of tie
Jews commenced in attuinn. X do not speak of the
sacred .year instituted at their egress from Exypt,
which, n succeeding ages, regulated their refigwous
festivals ; but of their ¢ivil year, acsording to which
.they computed time prior to that period. -

With regard to the~”Mosaic account’ of creation,
there arc, especially, two questions, which have occu-
pied the attention of learned writers; and on which
théy have beeii divided in theiropinions. The one is,—
‘whether docs Moses, in his history of creation, intend
the original production, or only the' renovalion of the
world, which, after existing for ages, to us, “unkndwn,
had now, fallen into d'statc of disorder and decay ? The
other is—In what gxtéit is the Nosaic account of
creation to be intérpretetl, —shether of our earth ohty,
withitsenvirons ; or of the solar system, comprehending
{he sun its'centre, and the several opaque bodies, pla-
nets and comets, whicli revolve about that grand hi-
minary ; or of all'worlds,’ visiblé and invisible, known
and unknown ? ‘A discussion of these questions I'am
not now to.attempt. The  brevity of i1y ‘plan forbids
it. It may suffice for mye' to say, that, as we have o
infallibly certain information concerning the origin of
the univeéise, but what We derive from the sacred vo-
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