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FATHER CHINIQUY ON CELIBACY.
AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION: DID HE
VIOLATE HIs 0ATH?

1ss Resieca CmiNiquy, daughter
of Rev. Charles Chiniquy, ot St.
T Anne, 111, was on August 3rd uni-
3 ted in marriage to Rev. Joseph
3! Morin, of Lowell, Massachusetts.
A Bible crowned with flowers was
cantied in the marringe procession.  Before the
marsiage ceremony took plave My, Chiniguy
delivered an  address on ¢ Marringe,” from
which we make a few extracts :—

It was the usage in the days of old, to crown
the victors when returning trom the battle fleld.
This iz the veason why we have carried this
Bible in triumph, and have covered it with
crowns of flowers, to this house of prayer. It is
to that Bible we owe the victories we have
gained in the past, against the most implacable
enemy of the Gospel of Christ and the rights of
man. It is_in that Bible we have found the
sharp sword which has cut the ignominiousand
heavy chains which had so long kept us the
slaves of men; it is from that Bible, and not
from ourselves, we have got the strength and
the wisdom we wanted, 1o tight the mighty bat-
tle of these last thirty years: it is to that Bible
we owe the glorious liberties brought to us from
heaven by Christ ; and it is to that Bible we owe
the joys of this solemn hour The respect I owe
10 the numerous Roman Catholic and Protest-
ant friends who surround me here, as well as
the respect I owe to myself, impose upon me the
duty of answering several questions which pre-
sent themselves to the mind of every one heve:
¢ Before you were ordained o priest of Rome.
the 23rd of September, 1833, had you not sworn
before Ged and man that you would never mar-
ry? Are you not ashamed for having Lroken
your sacred vows? Do you not hear the voice
of your conscience condemuing you to-day,
when you stand here between your wife and
your children, in our presence, after having
tratmpled under your fect such solemn oaths?

Befare angwering these questions, allow me to
ask your views about the solemn and public
outh taken by Herod in favor of the daughter of
Herodias, Was he really obliged to cut the
head off John the Baptist when that infampus
girl asked him to do it?2 You unanimously an-
swer me, that not aly Herod was not obliged
to fulfil his criminal oath, but that he commit-
ted o new erime by doing svhat he had sworn to
do.  You, then, acknowledge that there are
vows and oaths against the laws of God which
must not be kept.

Well, there has never been a more impious
vow than the cclibacy of the Priests. That vow
is aguinst the most sacred laws written by the
hand of God not only in_the heart, but in every
drop of man’'s blood ; it is in direet opposition to
the first sulemn command of our Creator. Open
this holy Bible, and you will read, * It isnot good
for man to he alone. Let us make him a help
like unto himself.’-Genesis 2: 15, Have these
words ever been retracted? No! Never. All
the cchoes of heaven and earth repeat again
that sentence which fell from the very lips of
God: ‘1t is not good for mun to be alone; letus

make a help like unto himself.' IHas our Savi-
ot Jesus Christ seid angthing to make us be-
licve that e wanted to vepeal those solemn
words? No, it is the conmu'?'. It was mmong
married men that he solected EHis aposties, and,
fur from ordering them to give up their wives,
tho Gospel tells us Smsim'cly that those holy
apostles were not only living with their wives
when at home, but they were tiavelling with
them when delivering their divine messages all
over the world. Here is the unanswerable tes-
timony of St. Paul on the subject: *lHave we
not power to cat and drink? Ilave we not the
power to lead about a sister. a wife, ns well ag
the other apostles, and as the Brethren of Jesus
Christ, and Cephas? Or I only and Barnabas,
have we not power to do this?’—I Cor. 9: 1, 5.

But what will, perhaps, more surprise many
of you, is, that the Church of Rome herselfis an
irrefutable witness that the vow of celibacy does
not come from God, but that it is 2 human, a
diabolical ordinance. Allher historians acknew-
ledge that her priests weve allowed 10 be mar
ried during nearly 1,000 years, Iven to-day,
many of hier priests who live in Greece and Asia
are married. It is a public fact, which not a
single respectable priest can _ignore and deny
to-day. When, at. the great Couneil of Nice, a
bishop proposed that the priests should be for-
bidden to marry, that proposition was rejected
by an almost unanimous vote. Then I broke
my vows of celibacy as Luther, Knox, and thou-
sunds of holy men did before e, only when I
saw clearly that they were not ordinances of
God, but of man, or rather of the Devil. 1 gave
up that celibacy when I was sure that it wasnot
brought from heaven by Christ to sanctify and
save the world, but that it was brought from
hell to deceive and destroy souls. Iknow some
ircoplc say, *Mr. Chiniquy left th+ Church of

tome to get a wifey” but those who think and
say that, will see their mistake when they know
that § left the Church of Rowme in 1833, and that
I ot marvied only in 18G1. )

The marriage of my dear child isa more re-
markable thing than many suspect. Sheis the
tirst daughter of a priest of Rome whois publicly
and solemnly offered on the Christinn altar of
marriage by her father in this great Republic!
This shows that the world is moving on.

At the end of the eighth and ninth centuries,
when the Church of Rome began to forbid her
pricgis to marry, she dragged to the scaffold,
and burnt many of those priests who refused to
obey her cruel Jaw. She did not only burn those
unfortunate priests, but she burnt their wives
and children who refused to submit to spend
their lives in the dark (1un§cons with which she
had covered the world under the name of con-
vents. If to-day I am saved, with the wife and
children whom God has given me, from that
horrible death, T owe it to this holy Gospel.
‘There it is written with the blood of the Lamb
that ““ Marriage is honorable in all,”— Hebrews
13: 4, and the P%pc and his bishops will not dare
to lay their bloody bands on me nor on my wife
and children, for we are protected by the glori-
ous American flag, which is just floating to the
breeze at the top of our steeple, and a million of
heroes have written with their blood, on that
flag, the message brought by Christ from heaven
—Liberty of Conscicnee!!!

With this Bible before our eyes. asa lamp to
guide our steps in this land ot pilgrimage, and
with the stars and stripes of the brave and the
free to protect our honor and lives! to-day there
is nothing to mar our joys. Oh! then, lend me
Yyour tongues to praisc my God; lend me your

s



