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and it is hard ro see, simpfly because
d ivine worslaip was celebrated on a par-
ticular day or days, that tiiero wais any
real breîacla of' uniformity. In tîxese
matters con(,rpc'ntions mnust bow to the
declared law of the church ; but it is a
pity that it should be neeessary te in-
terferp. Nothing, crin be more in har-
snony with the Christian spirit than a re-
Iigious service on the morning of the
daY on which the Saviour eof rnankind
ivas born. We celebrate the birthday
eof our ..rea-t men with the utniost pomp
andI ceremony. The mest .rigid IPur.-
tan, woWOUld consider it almost un
net of idolatory to enter a church deoked
wvitli mistletoe on the 25th December,
goes wvild with enthusiasin. on the 25th
Jantiary. in comemoration eof the birth
e&'Robert Burn.,! We caui sec nothiug
but bcauty, and a commendable Cultiva-
vation of devotional feeling ira cele-
brating these great days, in the life of
Christ and the history of Christianity.
The fear of Popery and Prclacy as un
appeal is played out. 15 Scotlrand Iess
pious, less truly iPresbyterian, since she
took toe rcCting beautifal churches, ini-
ste-a d of la rge ecclesiastical barns ; since
she decorated their interiors, put stain-
cd gl ass in the windows and introduced
orgaîns and hymns ? As to some of the
ethier innovations charged ag-ainst the
Dunise congregation, we have uothing
te say. It is right that wherever par-
tieular ýondtiet is elhallengcd, the law 'of
the chîîrch should be the guide to thc dle-
cisi on of' Assembly-thc Iaw, that; is te
saix-, iitr .;tri-tp.hpd to inellide deviations
froni the ordinary course, which are
agre cablc to a congregration and of' littie
moinen t in tliemselves as far as other
congyreg-,,at ions arc conccrned.

ÉW Our catchists are doiug; goud
service in supplying our vacant charges.
Fiftcen new communicants were added
to the church at East Srauch at -last
comm union. This cengregation is baid-
ing a l irst-clas 3 manse, te be ready befcre
wmnter.
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TUB APOSTLiEs BEYORY. TUE COUNCIL.-

ACTS 5 :27-42.
(À. D>. 3:.)

28. Straitlv comrnand.-Exprcssly, abso
lutel>y, peremj)torilyv, stictl,.a Litecally "com
miand wffli a vamilitundniecnt."

29. And the othcr anoýtc8. - Peter spoke
in their naine. (Sec 2 : 14.>

30. The God ai aur fathers -Our own
national sud covt'nfnt God. Our idenîlties
the speaker and the hearer as belonging to
the Mim race and helieving the saine Scrip-
tare. Hero tagain wvc have tio favorite anti-
thetis or cantrust bctwecîa Cliribt s trenineft nt
the jxands of God and ruai), %nilaih may be dce-
secribeal as the key note Oft ii and l t a thrce
previous diseourses ai Peter.

31. The Prince or King de-serilied by Pe-
ter was one whiclà was well kunown as applied
tu tho Mesliab.

32. So the Holy Ghost.-What took place
on the day of Peuatecost was a testittony of
thig nature, and ilitt os-rtme e(,uivaltnî aigu
wvas raipcated on otiaur uevasious.

33. Cut ta the liteart.-.tt ti , indecd, we
need flot ha surprisual; far whîat 'as so eutting
as a trie charge broum-lat, wheni persons cannot
anower it 1

34. Signifies p)erbois '%lîo arc s.eparated
fromn otherti, whicht nanie they, assuieca becaL1,o
they prctcndcd toa n mate Ilian oidinary sanc-
tity and atrietae-sâ iii rel gious observa n(es.

36, 37. Theudas, Jttdas.- Fo this mention
of Thendas au objection lins beeni takcn whichi
it iaa important to elear up. It is said to bc
opposed to the stateana3nts of Josephius, who in
iis d"Antiqrities af the Jews," relates thzt
whep Fadus weas Pracurator of Judea, one
ThendasprevailCd upan a groar multitude to
take with theux tiacir wcaltia, and folloiw them
t, tlia river .lorda.n.

3s, 39. This is the mere advice of Gamna-
~ielfiwho wu flot iaspired ; and this opinion,
should not be adduced to guide us, except ns
it was an instance of great slirewdness and
prudence.

41 The happiest man in Camp Convalescent
wa- a soldier whlo liuad Iust both bis legs, but
haû foaind Christ.

40. When the Apostles %vere releasged and
addressed the pepl, ley did not complain
about their eneniies, did flot boat of their own
flimuesa, dtd flot defend their character, which
had been sullied by the scourge, but simply
preached the Gospel concerning Jesus Christ.


