
TrIE FiTEE NAVIGATION OP TME RIVER ST. LAWRENcn.

It le the object of this paper to investigate its whole extent, was made free for àthe subjects
the dlaim so persistently brought forward by of both colnutries. In 1853, the Argentine Con-
the United States to the right of free naviga- federation, by treaty threw open the free naviga
tion of' the River St. Lawrence, to determine tion of the Paran and Uruguay rivers to the mer-
its validity, and to suggest, if possible, a chant vessels of ail nations, lIn 1836, the Crisucan
mode in which it can be quieted for ever. war was ciosed by a treaty which providc-d for

President Grant, in his Message to Con- the .free navigation of the Danube. luIn8~
1870,theasBolivia, by treaty, declared that it regardccd thse

gress. dolivered on the 5th Nov. 180 hs Rivers AmTazon and La Piata, in accordauce w-sua
dresv the attention of his countrymen ta the the fixed principles of national iew, as highwaV8
subjeet: or chaunels opened by nature for the cormesÏýý

TITE NAVIGATION OF' TITE ST. T.AWRENCE. of ail nations. In 1859, the Paraguay was miade

A ik nfriendly disposition has been mui- free, hy treaty, and lu December, 18663. the
fested on the part of Canada in the maintenance Emperor of ]3razil, by luoperial decree, dccl,îred
of a dlaimn of righit to exclude tba citizans of the the Amazon to bu open to the frontier of Brai
Uinited States froua the navigation of tihe St. to the maerchant ships of ail nations. The great-
Lawvrence. This river constitutus a natural est living British authority on this silejet.
outiet to the ocuan for eight States with an whule asserting the abstract righit of the British
iggregate population of about 17,600,000 iu- dlaim, says it ceaune diflicuit to deny tlîat Great
,habitants, and with an aggregate, tonnage of Britain may grosund lier refusaI upon strict law;

6,37tous uponl the waters which dshre bu t it is equally difficuit to deny, firsi, that lu so
intit. The foreigil commerce of ou pdsbaon doing chu exercices a law harsh in the extreune

,these waters is open to British competition, sud aud secondly, that bier conduct wîth respect to
the major part of it is clone in British bottoms. the navigation of the St. Lawrence is iu glaring
If the Aunerican steamer be excluded fromn this sud discraditabla inconsistuncy with lier couduct
na tural avenue to the ocean, the monopoly of the wîth respect to the navigation of the Msi~pi
,direct commerce of the Lakce ports with the On the ground tiîat she pussessed a sirall dotuain
Atlantic would be lu foreign hands, their vessels I which the Mississippi took, is risc, 'sbe lu-
on transatlautie voyages lîaving an accees to our sisted on the right tu nevigatu the entire volume
lakc ports which would bu denied to American of its waters. O~n tiseground thatsleepossesed
vessois ou simiiar voyages. To state snch a both baliks of the St. Lawrence, arbore it di8.
proposition is te refute is justice. Durino- the esubogues itself into the ses, chu denies to tihe.
administration of Mr. John Quincy AasMr United States the right of navigation, thesse-li
Clay- unqnestiouaboly demoustrated the natural about one-half of the waters of Lakzes Ontario,
right of the citizens of the United States to the Erie, Huron, and Superior, sud the whole of
na1vigation of this river, claiming that the act of LalIe Michilgan, tierougli which tha river dlons,

te ogrsofisnlupnigheRia are the pro perty of thse United States. Th'ie

aud offher rivers to ail nations showed the judg- wIiolea nationis l interested in. ecuriug cheo1

mlent of Enropsan juriste sud statusmun that tise transportation froiu the agricultural Statues of the~
inhabitants of a country throngh which. a navi- West to thu Atlantic seaboard, to the citizGiis of
gable river passed have a natural right to enjoy those States. It secures a greatar roturei fur
bbe navigation thereof as far as the ses, ex-eu their labour to the inhabitants of the seaboa-rd.
though passiug through thc territory, of another lbofr hserfn oten tin au ieeîas
puawer. This right dues not excludu the co-equel iu the annuel surplus of wealth-'i ehp.
riglît of the sovereigu possessing the territory that the Goverumeut of G-reat Britain will sec
throughs. which thse river debouches into the cea bue justice of abendoniug tise narrow sud mno-
to make sucli ragulations relative to the policy susteut dlaim to wbich the Canadien Provinces
of the navigation as may be reasooably neces- have nrged their adliarence."~
sary, but these regulations should be framed in Whcaton, in bis " Elements of International
a liberal spirit of cumity, sud should uot impose Law," gives a statement of the controversy un
,necdless burdeus upon the commerce wbicb hbas the snbject lu tbe following words :
tise right of trausit. It has been fonnd lu prsc- "The claim of the people of the UJnited
tics mor e advantagon bu arrange thes roo.nla-
tions hy mutuel agreement. The United S~ts States of a righb bo navigate the St. Lawrence
are ready tu maku any reasonabie arrangement to and froin. the ses, was, in 1826, the subjeut
as tu thse police of tise St. Lawrence which may of discussion betwuen the American aud
ha suggested hy Great Britain. If the dlaim. Britisb goverumleuts.
made by Mr. Clay was jusi wlien tbe population "lOn the part of the United States Govure-
of tue States bordaring un the shores ut the lake ment, this rigbt ie rested on tbe saine groninds
wes only 3,400,000, il 110w darives greater force of naturel riglît and obvions uecessity wiis'b
anud equity froin the increased population, weaath, had forinerly heen urged lu respect to Chu'
production, aud tonnage of the States ou bhe river Mississippi The dispute between dif-
Caniadien tronitier. Since Mr. Clay advanced hie furent Enropuati powers resecting the naviga-
argument ou behaif of ur riglît, the principies to fts uedii18.wa lorfre
for wliich hae contended have beau frequently sud toin ofthe crepodeuc on ti8,îis asbjef sud
hy varions nations recognized by law, sud by thcaeotatrvrwsdtig hc on
treaty extended to severai other great livarstecsofharir sdsinuhdfrl
By tne treaty concluded et Mayence in 1831, the that of the St. Laivrence by ite peculi-ur ci-

Rhine was declared fie froua thse point whara it cumstances. Amo.ug ouiitrs, it je kn'u)wn t'o
le firsi nav-igaible into thc sa. By tise conven- have been aiaodiy thse lWuib, that tisa
tion betwceus Spain saud Portugal, concluded lu whole, course of the two br.uuliee oi Cuis
1835. thse navigation ut tisa Douro, tbrougilout riveor w1iicb passes c-tinthe c~isos f
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