
bis family ; then God said, Il 0 eartli ! swallow up thy waters, and
thon, 0 heavens 1 withliold thy rain, and immnediatoly the waters
abated."

But it is impossible hiero to foIlov the miany curious theorics of
creation and thie earilv views as to thle, early condition of the eart.
dowii to the present. For mnany centuries, iii tact the tinie lias

in sonio places scarcely yct expircd, a conflict, between the theologians
and the mon of science concerning these points and the causes of the
v'arious geological. plienonienii w'ns waged witht consi'Jcrable bitterness

in wvhichi it did not always lhappen that the views of the former wvere, con-
sistent either wvith. reason, trmth. or coinnmon sense, The chronology of the
Bible evolved hy Archibishop Usher and firist publisbed in 1701 litnited
the age, of ail things to 4004 ycars 1.0., so that the theories necessary
to cornprcss the 1history of thme earth as ec'idenced by the succession of
strata everywhcro appaLrent, and of 'vhichi mnany containied the remains of
extinct, animais and plants, into this Iimited period, 'vere ofton exceed-
ingly curious. WhVlile the rival doctrines of the epustwho hield
that the present, physical condition of the earth. wvas duie almost entirely
to, aqueous agencies, and the Vulvanists, wvho maintained timat the active
agent -,vas principally fire, caused a wordy -%varfatre nimost if not quite
lis violent as the other. As late as 1809 De Luc propounded. the
h3'pothlisis thiat tlie formn and composition of the continents and their
existence above the seas must, be ascribed to causes no longer in oper-
ation. Thlese continents, lie held, cniem'ged at no very remnote period

upon the sudden retreat of the ocean, the waters of whicli made their
way iiîto subterranean caverns. Tire formation of the rocks of the
earthi's crust, lie hield, began, witli the precipitation of granite from a

primordial Iiquid, after which other stratat containing tire remains of
organized bodies wvero deposited, till at last the present sea reniained
as the rcsiduuim of the primordial liquid and no longer continued to,

1,roduce miinerai strata; while Werner, w~ho is generally considered the
leader of tire Neptunists' philosophy, lieki the theory of universal, for..
mnations, wvhich. lad been. sirnnltaneonsly precipitated over the wliole

earth. froin a commion nienstruum. or chaotic fluid, and regarded basaits
and othier rocks, wvhicli we now know to lie of igneous origin, as
precipitates by chernical. action froui water.


